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In whatever points of yiew we look at the quettion of 
American Slayery, it assumes an aspect of the greatest 
importance. If it merely affected the temporal interests 
of the enslaved, or the present peace and safbty of the 
eiikslavers, it would present claims upon the attention of 
this entire nation, which no well informed politician, no 
true patriot, eonld find it possible to pass by witiiont the 
most serious dnd candid examination. 

Bat this momentous question reaches beyond the {^rave ; 
it involves consequences as real as the unending displea- 
sure of the ofltoded Deity, or the bliss of everlasting 
life. How, then, can the faithful Watchman upon the 
walls of Zion, deny to this subject that consideration 
which its awful importance demands ? How can it 
be consistent for professing Christians to seek for a 
knowledge of the condition of the heathen, in foreign 
lands, when they may know, and should knowj that ^ a 
nation of heathen, without the Bible, and, generally, with- 
out the means of grace, are here — in their very midst 7 

The design of this book is to give a succinct view of 
the question of American Slavery, with which it con* 
cerns every man, woman, and child, in this Christian 
Republic, to be familiarly acquainted. In selecting such 
ikcts as it was deemed proper to !^t«i«Ql ts^^^sok tssS^s«^^» 



V PBEFACE. 

the author fbond it neeeesary to abridge a largo mass of 
matter, which he had originally prepared for this work. 

Hence, the reader will find here, that number of facts 
only, which is barely anffioient to giye a connected view 
of the question under notice, and by no means all that 
might be presented upon it. 

The author hopes this littla book may not prove an 
unacceptable vade mecunif to all the friends of the Anti- 
Slavery cause, and especially to Anti-SIavery Agents, 
and other! who may wish to plead the cause of God's 
suffering poor. 

« Facta are stubborn things.'' Those here offered for 
the notice of the reader, will speak for themselves. If 
the arguments in the following pages are deemed incon 
elusive, it remains for our opponents to confute them. 

New.Yerk^ March 27, 1837. 
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CHAPTER I. 

AMERICAN SLAVERY. 

By American Slavery is meant the condition of 
those Americans who are claimed, held and treated, 
in these United States, as property. 

A slave is one who is in the power of a master tc 
whom he belongs. The master may seU him^ dispose of 
hispersoTif his indnistryj and his labor ; he can do nothingf 
possess nothings nor acquire any thing j b%U what ffiust be- 
long to his master. — Louisiana Code. 

The same code, speaking of the legal nature of 
slave property, says :— ^ 

Slaves, though movable b^ their nature, are consider- 
ed immovable by the operation of law. 

** Goods they are," saya the civil code, **and 
goods tiiey shall be esteemed." — Taylor's ElemerUSf 
j9. 429. 

Slaves shall be deemed, sold, taken, and reputed to be 

chattels personal in the hands oi \.\ie\x o^t^css "wA ^^rr^ 

sessors, thnr executors, admiavsXTaXot^, «>xA ^^^€^^'^^ 

bU intenta, constructions, and ^vxtjoscs ^V«Ssa«H«.r 

ZaiffSiff/SnOA Carolvna^ Stroud, p. w-^. 
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This dominion of the master is as unlimited as that 
which is tolerated by the laws of any civilized commu- 
nity in relation to orute animals — to * quadrupeds,' to 
use the words of the civil law. — Stroudjp, 24. 

In case the personal property of a ward shall consist 
of specific articles, such as slaves, working beasts^ ani- 
mals of an/y kindf stocky furniture, plate, books, and so forth , 
the Court, if it shall deem it advantageous for the ward, 
may, at any time, pass an order for the sale thereof — 
Laws of Maryland, 1798. 

Slaves shall always be reputed and considered real " 
estate; shall be, as such, subject to be mortgaged, ac- 
cording to the rules prescribed by law, and they shall be 
seized and sold as real estate. — Laws qjf Louisiana, 1806. 

Hence it appears, that the distinguishing princi- 
ple of American Slavery is this : slaves are not to 
he ranked among rational beings, but they are to be 
CLAIMED, HELD, and TREATED as things, as articles of 
property t ^ to aUintentSt constructions, and purposes 
whatsoever.** 

Consequently it does not allow to the slave the 
rights of his own reason and conscience. 

It annihilates the family state : prevents the pa- 
rents from obeying the command of Crod with regard 
to their children ; it prohibits, or nullifies, the mar- 
riage rites, and prevents husbands and wives from 
obeying the commands of God with regard to each 
other. 

It enjoins, or sanctions, promiscuous intercourse 
between the sexes,, without the rites of marriage. 

It holds all the religious privileges of the slave 
at the mere mercy of his master, whether that 
master be infidel, papist, or protestant. 

It prevents the slave from obeying that command 
of God, which makes it the duty of all men to 
''search the Scriptures.** 

Its direct tendency is to crush t\ie mVadaol^ci^^ 
^telligent creatures, by forbiddiM au^^tc^«oN^^ 
/ schools for •* mental instruction?' 
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It withholds the hire of the laborer. 

It sanctions and covers the breach of the Qtli 
commandment. It justifies the very same thing 
which our laws and the laws of nations punish as 
piracy, if committed on the coast of Africa, or on 
the high seas. It originates and justifies what the 
Bible calls " mansteahng." 

It denies to the slave mat protection for his char* 
acter, his health and life, which is enjoyed by the 
white man. 

Here it must be observed, that what we have 
stated above, form^ no part of what is generalty 
called the " evils of slavery," or, in other words, 
the ** abuses of the system ;" but the above facts 
make u^ the very system itself, the very thing which 
we say is a sin against God. 



C HA P T E B I I • 

WHO BCAY BE HELD AS SLAVES. 

A law of South Carolina reads as follows :— 

All negroes, JndianSj (free Indians in amity with this 
government, and negroes, mulattoes, and mestizos, who 
arc now free, excepted,) mulatto&s, or mestizos, who arc 
now or shall hereafter be inthis province, and all their 
issue and offspring born, or to be 60m, shall be, and they 
are hereby declared to be and remain forever hereafter, 
absohUe slaves^ and shall follow tY^ condition of the mo- 
ther. Act of 1740, 2 Brevard's Digest, 229. 

Similar laws are now in force in Geot^^ft.^ ^vasi?^- 
sippi, Virginia, and Louisiaiia. luMVt^v^sv.'^'^^^^- 
siavemeDt of Indians was auWiatVxe^M ^toxvj^^^'^ 
1679 to 1691, Those wYiose ma\jet\x«X t»»s»^^ 
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have been reduced to slavery since the latter pe- 
riod, have been decided by the highest courts in 
that state to be free. So late as 17d7, it was decid- 
ed by the Supreme Court of New- Jersey, Chief Jus- 
tice kinsey, that Indians might be held as slaves. 

They(Indi&ns) have been so long recognized as slaves, 
in our law, that it would be as great a violation of the 
rights of property to establish a contrary doctrine at the 
present day, as it would in the case of the Africans ; 
and as useless to investigate the manner in which they 
ORIGINALLY lost their freedom. The State vs, Waggoner^ 
1 Halstead's Reports, 374 to 376. 

Persons emancipated, but not in the prescribed 
form of law, are liable to be re-enslaved, thus in 
South Carolina. 

In case any slave shall be emancipated or set free, 
otherwise than according to the act (or 1800) regulating 
emancipation, it shall bd lawful for anvy person whosoever 
to seize and convert to his or her own use. and to keep as 
his or her property the said slave so illegally emancipated 
or set free. 2 Brevard's Digest, 256. 

And in Virginia, " If any emancipated slave (infants 
excepted) shall remain within the state more than twelve 
months afler his or her right to freedom shall have ac- 
crued, he or she shall forfei4i all such right, and may be 
apprehended and sold by the overseers of the poor, &.c., 
for the benefit of the LrrERARV fund ! ! 1 Rev* Code, 436. 

Hence it will be perceived, that slavery has no 
limits. It lays its oloody hands not only on native 
Americans of African descent, and their children, 
forever, but on Indians. ** Nor is it confined to co- 
lor," says Mr. J^axton of Virginia. "The best 
blood in Virginia flows in the veins of the slaves." 
Many who are now held in slavery, in this nation, 
are as white as the masters by whom they are op- 
pressed. 



NUICBEB ENSLAVED* 



11 



CHAPTER III* 



NUMBER OP AMERICANS ENSLAVED. 

The incr^se of the slave population in these 
tTnited States, for the fifty years ending in 1880, 
has been as follows : 



Census of 


Slaves, 


Total poptdcUion. 


1790 


607,097, 


3,929,827. 


1800 


896,849, 


6,305,925. 


1810 


1,191,964, 


.^.. 7,289,314. 


1820 


1,538,064, 


9,638,181. 


1830 


2,010,436, 


12,856,407. 



Hence, it appears, that, according to the ratio of 
increase between 1820, and 1830, there must have 
been in 1835, not less than 2,245,144 slaves in these 
United States. 

The following table will show the increase of the 
Whites and Blacks, on this ratio, in Delaware, Ma- 
ryland, District of Columbia, Virginia, North Caro- 
hna, South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, 
Louisiana, Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri, Arkansas 
and Florida. 





WhUes. 


Blacks. 


1820 


2,831,789, 


1,653,727. 


1830 


3,660,548, 


2,187,545. 


1840 


4,731,870, 


2,893,700. 


1850 


6,116,720, 


3,827,800. 


1860 


7,9Ud,ooO, 


5,063,400. 


1870 


10,220,900, 


6,697,850. 


1880 ' 


13,213,000, 


8,859,950. 


1800 


17,079,000. 


11,720,000. 


1900 


22,077,500, 


15,508,000, 
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The ratio of increase of the Whites is 29,o pef 
cent; and of .the Blacks d2fo per cent. That the 
blacks should increase faster than the whites, is 
easily accounted for, from the fact, that the former 
class are increased by the latter, but the blacks 
cannot increase the whites. 

If we set down the number of slaves now in the 
Dnited States, at, say, 2,500,000 ; and add to these, 
in Brazil, 2,000,000; in the Spanish possessions^ 
900,000 ; in the French, 900,000 ; in the possessions 
of Portugal, Denmark, Holland, &c., 200,000. We 
have berore us the appalling number of more than 
HVE MILLIONS of human beings prostrate beneath 
the hoof of a relentless t3rranny,for no other crime 
than the color of their skins! 



M.^ 



CHAPTEE IV* 

CIVIL CONDITION OF THE ENSLAVED. 

Color a liegal BTldence of Slavery* 

A white man may enslave any colored one, and, 
as between himself and the slave, the law does not 
require him to establish his claim ; the slave is 
compelled to remain so, if he cannot prove his free' 
dom. The South Carolina Act of 1740, permits 
persons held as slaves and claiming to be free, to 
petition the judges of the Court of Common Pleas, 
who if they see cause may allow a guardian 
to bring an action for freedom against the master. 
The sequel of this law shows how poor is the en- 
couragement for both the suitor and his guardian. 

Aodifj'nd/o^eDt shall be given for the plaintiff, a^ecial 
eoeiy shall Se mude^ declaring that t\i« -ww^ ol\!toft"V\^\a 
iiJTis free, and tbe jury shall assess dam^e^&^^cC^sJa.^ 
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plaintiff's ward hath sustained, and the court shall give 
ladgment and award execution against the defendant for 
such damages, with full cost of suit; Imt in case judg- 
meni shall be given for the defendant, the said court is 
hereby fully empowered to inflict such corporal punibH" 

MENT, NOT EXTKNDINCI TO UFE OR LIMB, On the WOrd oftke 

plaintiffs as they in their diseretien shaU think fit, Pro- 
vided, that in any action or suit to be brought in pursu- 
ance of the- direction of this act, the burden of the^ 
PROOF shall lay wpon the plaintiffs and it shall be aJtways^ 
presumed that every' negro^ Indian, mvZaUo, and mestiio\ 
i& a slave, unless the contrary be made to appear, (the In- 
dians in amity with this government excepted, in which 
case, the burden of the proof shall be on the defendant.) 
2 Brevarffs Digest, 229, 30. 

Virginia shows- her hostility to the claim for 
freedom by the following provision of her Revised 
Code: 

For aiding and abetting' a. slave in a trial for freedom, 
if the claimant shall fail in his salt, a fine of one hun-^ 
dred dollars is imposed. — 1 Rev. Code, 482. 

The only known exception to this principle of 
throwing the burdkn of procf upon the person claimed 
as a slave, is in North Carolina, where persons of 
mixed blood, by a decision of the cqnrtrare pre- 
sumed to be free. 

By this cruel presumption, free persons are con^ 
stantly taken up on suspicion of being rnnawaysr 
and after being m prison for some months, are sold 
to pay their jail tees. 

Mental Instruction prohibited. 

South Carolina may lay claim to the earliest 
movement in legislation on this subject. In 1740, 
while yet a provmce, she enacted this law : 

Whereas the having of sVoves \.wQi^V.\G^we&^>^'v. ^- 
fering tbem to be cm]^oyed in. NitV\.\\i^,m^i^^*^^^'^^ 
wkh great inconveniences, Be Vb eTL%.«x«^>^^«*^ ^v%» 
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every person and persons whatsoever, who shall here- 
after teach or cause anj slave or slaves to be taught to 
write, or shall nse or employ any slave*as a scribe in any 
manner of writing whatsoever hereafter taught to write, 
every such person or persons shall, for every snch 
offf Bce, forfeit the sum of one hundred pounds current 
money. S BrevartVs Digest^ 243. 

Similar in Georgia, 5yac/ </1770, except as to the 

Penalty, which is twenty pounds sterling. Princess 
ngest, 466. 

In the same state tho following additional re- 
straints were enacted in 1800 : 

That assemblies of slaves, free negroes, mnlattoes and 
mestizoes, whether composed of all or any of such de- 
scription of persons, or of all or any of the same and of 
a proportion of white persons, met together for the pur- 
pose of mental instruction in a confined or secret place, 
&c. &c., is (are) declared to be an unlawful meeting, 
and magistrates, &c. &o., are hereby required, &c. to 
enter into such confined places, &c. &c., to break doors, 
&c. if resisted, and to disperse such slaves, free negroes, 
dLC. dM;., and the officers dispersing such unlawful as- 
semblies, may inflict such corporal pumiskmewt^ not exceed- 
ing twenty lashes, upon such slaves, free negroes, <f*c. as 
tJuy may jud^e necessary, for deterring thbm from the 
ut.E UNLAWFUL ASSEMBLAGE IN FUTURE. Brevard^s Di- 
gest, 254. 

And fCnother section of the same act declares 

That it shall not be lawful for any number of free nc 
groes, mulattoes or mestizoes, even of slaves in company 
with white persons, to meet together for the purpose of 
mefUal instruction, either before the rising of the sun oi 
after the going down of the same. 2 Brevard^s Digest 

Virginia passed the following in 1810 : 

That all meetings or assemblages of slaves or free 

groes or mulattoes mixing and associating with s 

sJaives at any meeting house, or houses, or any ol 
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place, &c. in the nijs^kt, or at arvy school or schools for 
teaching them reading or writing either in the day or 
flight, ander whatsoever pretext^ shall be deemed aud 
considered an ufUawful assembly ; and any jastice of a 
coanty^ &c. wherein such assemblage shall be, either 
front his own knowledge or the information of others, 
of sueh unlawful assemblage, &c. may issue his warrant 
directed to any sworn offijcer oroffi,cer8, authorizing: him 
of them to enter the house or houses where such unlaw- 
ful assemblages, &c. may be, for the purpose of appre- 
hending or dispersing such %slayes, and to inflict corpth 
^nUptmuhment on the offender or offenders^ at the descretion 
of any justiee of the peace, not exceeding twenty lashes. — 
1 Rev. Code, 424-5. 

Similar laws exist in most of the slave states, and 
in ally menial instniction la ^ractlcsiUj discouraged. 

Prcrtilbition of Rellgtoua Worship* 

Many extracts from the laws of the Southern 
States might be given under this head. The fol- 
lowing is but a specimen ; it is from the South Ca- 
rolina Act of 1800 : 

It shall not be lawful for any number of slaves, free 
negroes^ mulattoes or mestizoes, even in compmy with 
wl^te persons,, to meet together and assemble for the 

Surpose of mental instruction or religious worship, either 
efore the rising of the sun or after the going down of 
the same. And all magistrates, sheriff^, miHtia officers, 
dec. &c. are hereby vested with power, &c. for dispers- 
ing such assemblies, &c. 2 Brevard^s Digest, 254-5w 

Prohibition of Self-defence. 

If any slave shall presume to strike any white pjerson, 
such slave, upon trial and conviction before the justice 
or justices, according to the directions of this act, shall 
for the first offence, suffer such punishment as the said 
jastice or justices snail, in his ot l^^vt <i\sR.\<5ctfssk. ^^oks^ 
fir, not extending to \ifc ot \imJo\ wi^ lat>2ftfe ^wwA^v. 
IcDce, suffer death. 
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The law is similar in South Carolina ; in both 
^states the slave is not punished, however, when he 
strikes, ** by the command, and in the defence of the 
|)er8on or property of the owner, &c." 

Unqualified snbmlBsion to the will of the Whites 

required of the Slaves* 

The Code of LoulMana gravely lays down liie fol- 
lowing principle : 

Free people of color ought never to insult or strike 
white people,- nor presume to conceive themselves equal 
to the whites ; but on the contrary, they ou^ht to yield 
to them en every ocatsion^ and never speak or answer 
them, but with respect, under the penalty of imprison- 
ment, according to the nature of the offence. 1 MarUnU 
Digest ^ 640-42. 

The following are specimens of the laws by which 
the whole white community have made themselves 
tyrants over the slaves : 

If any slave shall happen to be ^ain for refusing to 
surrender him or herself, contrary to law, or in unlaw- 
ful resisting any officer or oiher person, who. shall appre- 
hend or endeavor to apprehend, such slave or slaves, &c., 
such officer or other person so JciUing sneh slave as afore- 
iSaid, making resistance, shall be, and he is by this act, 
indemnified from any prosecution for such killing afore- 
said, &c. Maryla^ Laws, act of 1751, chap. ziv. § 9. 

And by the negro act of 1740, of South Carolina, 
tt is declared : 

If any slave, who shall be out of the house or planta- 
tion*where sueh slave shall live, or shall be usually em- 
ployed, or without some white person in company with 
«uch slave, shall refuse to svlmdt to undergo the exami- 
nation of arvif white person, it shall be lawful for such 
white person to pursue, apprehend and moderately cor- 
rect such slave ; and if such slave shall assault and 
strike such white person, such slave may be lawfiuUf 
icOledH 2 BrevardU Digest, 231. 
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Power of the Slaveholder* 

Whereas, by another act of the assemblj, passed in 
the year 1774, the killing. of a slave, however wanton, 
cruel and deliberate, is only punishable in the first in- 
stance by imprisonment and paying the value thereof to 
the owner, which dtstinctitm of criminalily between the 
nmrder of a white person aThd one who U eq^Uy a human 
creature^ but merely of a different complexion^ is disgracb- 

FUL TO HCTMANITT, AND DEGRADING IN THE HIGHEST DEGREE 
TO THE LAWS AND PRINCIPLES OF A FREE, CHRISTIAN AND 

ENLIGHTENED COUNTRY, Be it cnactcd, &c. That if any 
person shall hereafter be guilty of wilfully and mali- 
ciously killing a slave^ such offender shall, upon the first 
conviction thereof, be adjudged guilty of murder, and 
shall suffer the same punishment as if he had killed a 
free man ; Provided always^ this act shaU not extend to 
the person killing a slave outlawed by virtue of any act of 
assembly of this state j or to any slave in the act ofresista'nce 
to his lawful ovmer or master ^ or to an7 slate dying un- 
der MODERATE CORRECTION. Haywoo^s Mawiol, 530 ; and 
see Laws of Tennessee, act of Oct, 23, 1799, with a Wee 
proviso. 

Any person who shall maliciously dismemher or de- 
prive a slave of life, shall sufier such punishment as 
would be inflicted in case the like offence had beencom- 
, mitted on a free white person, and on the like proof, ex- 
cept in case of insurrection of such slave, aud unless 

SUCH DEATH SHOULD HAPPEN BY ACCIDENT IN GIVING SUCH 

SLAVE MODERATE CORRECTION. CoTUtittUion of Georgia, 
Art. 4, S 12. Princess Digest^bbd. 

Judge Stroud remarks : — 

That a proclamation of outlawry againt a slave is au- 
thorized, whenever he runs away from his master, con- 
ceals himself in some obscure retreat, and to sustain life, 
kills a hog^ or some animal of the cattle kind \ I Se* Hof^ 
toood^s Jminualf 521 ; act of 1141, ch, 24, S 45. 

In South Carolina by the Act of 1740 the •• wfl- 
fill murder" of a slave was pumabftd\s!^ ^fesi ^ 

2* 
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seven hundred pound8» current money," and hnu 
bility to hold office, but another description of mur- 
der, more likely to occur, was punished as fol- 
lows : — 

If any person shall, mi a sadden heat or passion, or by 
widue ctfrreciioUf kill his own slave, or the slave of any 
other person, he shall forfeit the sum of three hwndred 
-andfijVypowndSy current money. Brevardh Digest^ 241. 

By an act of 1821, the former provision was abo» 
lished but the latter was continued, diminishing the 
price to five hundred dollars, and authorizing aa 
iftiprisonment of six months. James' Digest^ 892. 

It is the imperative duty of the judges to recognize the 
foil dominum of the owner over the tlave^ except where the 
exercise of it is forbidden by statute.— Judge JRvffin, ^, 
Carolina, 

In case any person shall wilfully cut out* the tongue, 
put oat the eye, castrate, or cmeUy scald, burn, or deprive 
any slave oi any limb, or member, or shall inflict any 
other cruel punishment^ other than by whipping or beating 
with a horsewhtpfCowskiUf switch or small stick,or by^^ 
tin^ irons on^ or confini^ or imprisoning such slave, every 
sacii person shall, for every such offence, forfeit the sum 
of one hundred pounds, current money. 2 Brevard^s Di- 
gest, 241. 

Louisiana imposes a heavier penalty for taking^ 
iff irons than she does for the ** cruel pumahments,'^ 
specified above, as appears from this : 

If any person or persons, &c. shall cat of break any 
iron chain or collar, which any master of slaves should 
have used in order to prevent the running away or escape 
of any such slave or suaves, sach person or persons so of- 
fending shall, on conviction, &c.De fined not less than 
two hundred dollars, nor exceeding one thousand dollars ; 
and suffer imprisonment for a term not exceeding two 
years, nor less than six months. Act of Assembly of March 
6, lBl9''pamphl€tf page 64. 



CIVIL CONDITION OF THE ENSLATED. 19^' 

Now, ia the same state, the law before quoted 
from South Carolina is in force, and the penalty is- 
a ilne of not more than five hundred doUars^.nor U89^ 
i^n two hundred ! 

In Missouri, the master i» assisted in punishing as- 
follows: — 

If any slave resist his or her master, raistre&s, overseer 
or Qfinployer, or refuse to obey his or her lawful commands, 
it shall be lawful for such master, &c, to commit sach 
slave to the common gaol of the county, there .to remain 
at 1^ pleasure of the master, &c ; and the sheri£f shall re- 
ceive such slave, and keep him, &c, in confinement, at , 
the expense of the person committing him or her. 1: 
Missouri Laws, 309. 

Delegated power of the Master, 

Aecording to the universal practice of the slave 
states,- the master may delegate his tremendous- 
power to any other person whom he pleases. Lou- 
udana has the following express law : 

The conditionof a slave being merely a passive one, his 
subordination to his master, and to all who represent him, 
is not sqsceptible of any modification or restriction, (ex«- 
cept in what can incite the slave to the commission oT 
crime,) in such manner, that he owes to .his master and 
to 1^ his family a respect without bounds and an abso- 
lute obedience, and he is consequently to execute all the 
orders which he receives fVom nim, his said master, or 
ttoOL l^em. 1 Martivfs Digest^ 616. 

Right of Bfarriage» 

The following is, unquestionably, law and fkct 
throughout the slave slates : 

A slave has never maintaineian action against the 
violator of his bed. A slave is not admonished for in- 
continence, or punished for fornication or adulterv ^ ne- 
vei prosecutea for bigamy, or petty treafiKXLioit ^aSSoa^'^ 
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husband being a sla^e, anj more than admitted to an ap- 
peal for murder. Opinion of Daniel DuUtny, Esq. AjUoT" 
ney General ofMaryland, 1 Maryland Reports^ 561, 563. 

Right of Pitq^erty. 

It shall not be lawful for any slave to buy, sell, trade, 
&c. (or any goods, &>c. without a license from the owner, 
&c. nor shall any slave be permitted te keep any boaf, 
periauger or canoe, or raise and breed, for the benefit of 
such slave, any horses, mares, cattle, sheep or hogs, un- 
der pain of fofeiting all the goods, &c. and all the boats, 
Seriau^ers, or canoes, horses, mares, cattle, sheep, or 
ogs. And it shall be lawful for any person whatsoever, 
to seize and take away from any slave, all such goods, 
&c. boats,*&,c. &c. and to deliver the same into the hands 
of any justice of the peace, nearest to the place where the 
seizure shall be made, and such justice shall take the 
oath of .the person making such seizure, concerning the 
manner thereof; and if the said justice shall be satisfied 
that such seizure has been made according to law, he 
shall pronounce and declare the goods so seized, to be 
forfeited, and order the same to be sold at public outcry, 
one half of the moneys arising from such sale to go to 
the state, and the other half to him or them that sue 
for the same. Jaines' Digest, 385-6. Act of 1740. S, 
Car, 

la Greorgia, to prevent the master from permitting 
the slave to hire nimself for his own benefit, there 
is a penalty of thirty dollars •• for every weekly of- 
fence, on tne part or the master, unless the labor be 
done on his own premises." Princess Digest, 457. 
In Kentucky, Mississippi, Tennessee, Virginia, and 
Missouri, there are similar laws. 

As early as the year 1779, North Carolina inter- 
posed as follows : 

All horses, cattle, hogs or sheep, that one month after the « 
jmssin^ Iff this act, shall belong to anv^ slwve ov be of <li«^ | 
slave's mark, in this state, shaU 6e seized auA *old b<\j ihA 
^^^^'^w^ Warder^^ andby ^Aem «|>plied, *lw ©w*lw»M ^o^ 
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support of the poor of the county , and the other half to the 
informer. Haywood's MwmuxI^ 526. 

In MississipfM, the mastoid incurs, a fine of fifty 
dollars by permitting the slave to cultivate cotton 
for his own use*. Bisti. GixUf 379 ; also fifty dollars, 
fbr permitting the slave to go at large and trade as 
a fireeman. R&v. Code^ S74. 

The civil code of Louisiana lays down the foU 
lowing principles : 

AU that a slave possesses belongs to his master — ^he pos- 
sesses nothing of his own, except his pecalinm, that is to 
say, the sum of money or movacle estate, whid. his mas' 
, ier chooses he should possess, Artj 175, ana see lJ!lfaTtin*s>. 
Digest^eie, 

Slaves are incapable of inheriting or transmitting pro- 
perty. Civt^ Code, Art, 945. 

dAnred Persons cannot be Witnesses against a White- 
Criminal* 

r In "Vlrg^niar and some others of the slave stateSf. 
and in one of theyree» there is the following law : 

Any negro or mulatto, bond (nt free^ shall be a ^ood 
witness in pleas of the commonwealth for or against 
negroes or mulattoesj bond' or free, or in civil pleas 
where free negroes or mnlattoes shall alone be parties, 
emd inno oOtjer cases whatever, I R, K C, 432. Similar 
in Missouri, 2 Missouri Laws^ 600. In Mississippi, Mis» 
sissippi Rev, Code, 372. In Kentucky, 2 Litt. 4^ Swi. 
1150. Id Alabama, Tonlmin^s Digest, ^. In Maryland,. 
Miryland hews, act of 1717, ch, 13, § 2, & 3, and an adi 
of libi, ch. 14, § 4. In North Carolina and Tennessee, 
act of 1777, ch, 2, S 42. And in OmOj act of Assembly^ 
of JbmMry 25, 1807. 

m 

Restraints nptrn ESmandpatlon*. 

In South Carolina, Georgia, and Ala.bQxca^^tcis&»L<- 

expBXion can take place omy \)7 «^eav!\^^ ^-I^S' 

ieffOature. la North Gaic^Viia im>iw«w> «^ ^«s«»*>^ 
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slave can be set free **except for meritorious 
vices to be adjudged of and allowed by the Coi 
Court." Id Tennessee the court is authorize 
emancipate upon petition, if the measures set f 
in ^e petition, are in the opinion of the court, ** 
flduitent with the interest and policy of the stf 
Id Mississippi the legislature only can emancij 
by special act, and that only upon proof of me 
nous services, &c. In Kentucky, Missouri, Virg: 
and Maryland, emancipation may be effectec 
deeds registered in court, saving the ** rights of 
ditors," and giving bonds for maintenance if 
quired by the court. In Virginia, however, if 
emancipated be over twenty-one, he must leave 
state before the expiration of twelve months, o 
reduced into slavery. In Louisiana emancipate 
regulated as follows : 

The master who wishes to emancipate his slav 
boand to make a declaration of his intention to the j 
of the parish where he resides ; the judsfe must c 
notice of it to be published during forty days by a( 
tisment posted at the door of the court house, and 
the expiration of this delay, no opposition be mad 
shall authorize the master to pass the act of emaai 
tion. Art, 187. The general powers thus confe 
are subject nevertheless, to these limitations : " No 
can emancipate his slave unless the slave has atta 
the age of thirty years, and has behaved well at leae 
four years previous to his emancipation ; Art. 
except " a slave who has saved the life of his master 
master*s wife, or one of his chUdren,** for such a ojie ** 
be ema^ncipated at arvy ag^e" Art. 186. 

Slaves emancipated otherwise than by these 
malities are liable to be reduced to slavery, an 
probably, all the states except North Carolina 1 
are liable to be sold for the debts of their ema 
pators contracted before their emancipation. 
State of Ge^gia has the following barbarous er 
ment: 
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If any person or persons shall, afler the passing of 
this act (1801,) set free any slave or slaves, in any other 
manner and form than the one prescribed herein, (L e. by 
special legislative act,) he shall forfeit for every such of- 
fence two hundred doUara, to be recovered by action of debt, 
or indictment f the one half to be applied to the use of the 
county in which the offence may have been committed, 
the other half to the use of the informer, and the said 
slave or slaves so manumitted and set free, ahaU be atiU to 
ail intenta andjmrpoaea aa much in a atate (^itnery as before 
they were nuniumitted and set freehj the party or parties so 
offending. Prince'a Digiat, 457. 

In 1818 this unrighteous edict was fortified by the 
following : 

All and every will and testament, deed, whether by 
way of trust or otherwise, contract, agreement or stipu- 
lation, or other instrument in writing, or by parole^ 
made and executed for the purpose of effecting 
or endeavoring to etfect the manumission of any 
slave or slaves, either directly by conferring or attempt- 
ing to confer freedom on such slave or slaves, or indi- 
rectly or virtually, by allowing and securing or attempt- 
ing to allow and secure to such slave or slaves the right 
or privilege of working for his, her or themselves, free 
from the control of the master or owner of such slave or 
slaves, or of enjoying the profits of his, her or their la-> 
bor or skill, shall be and the same are heieby declared 
to be utterly null and void ; and the person or persons so 
making, &c. any such deed, &c. &c., and all and every 
person or persons concerned in giving or attempting to 
five effect thereto, whether by accepting the trust cre- 
ated or attempted to be created, or in any way or man- 
ner whatsoever, shall be severally liable to a penalty not 
exceeding one thouaand doUara. to oe recovereu, &c. &c., 
and each and every slave or slaves in whose behalf such 
will or testament, &c. &c., shall have been made, shall 
be liable to be arrested by Warrant under the hand and 
seal of any magistrate of this ^aX^^ %.\i^ \s«ss!k%^««Rk^. 
eonvicUd, Ac. and shall be UabVe \o^» %q\^ ^ ^"^"^^a^ 
ahives, by peblic outcry, and \iie ^Toce^^j^fS. «^*^^^ 
shall he appropriated, &c &c. Vtcnl^^ XKtB^t^.*«^- 
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From the foregoing and similar laws it appears -^ 

1. Tlie master may determine the kind, and d^^ 
.^;ree, and timeof labor^ to which the slave shall b^ 
^subjected. 

2. The master may supply the slave with suc^ 
food and clothing only, both as to quantity and quetX a 
ity, as he^nay think proper, or find convenient. | 

8. The master may, at his discretion, inflict aof 
punishment upon the person of his slave. 

4. Slaves have no legal right to any property ia 
thin^ real or personal^ , but whatever they may 
^acquire, belongs in point <^ law to their masters. 

D. The slave, beine a personal <;hattel, is at all 
times liable to be sold absolutely, cmt mortgaged, or 
leased, at the will of his master. 

6. He ma^ also be sold by process of law, for 
the satisfaction of the debts of a living, or the debts 
-and bequests of a'deceased master, at the suit of 
<^reditors or legatees. 

7. A slave cannot be a party before a judicial 
tribunal, in any species of action, against his mas- 
ter, no matter how atrocious may have been the in- 
jury received from him. 

8. Slaves cannot redeem themselves, nor obtain 
a change of masters, though cruel treatment may 
have rendered such change necessary for their peN 
«onal safety. 

9. Slaves can make no contracts. 

10. Slavery is hereditary and perpetual. 

11. A slave cannot be a witness against a white 
person, either in a civil or criminal cause. 

12. He cannot be a party in a civil suit. 
Id. The benefits of education are withheld from 

the slaves. 

14. The means of moral and relieious instruction 

are Dot granted to the slave ; on the contrary, the 
effbrts of the humane andchanlabYe \oq>>iw\:} \X«!efc 
^^du, siB discountenanced Viy la^- 
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15. Submission is required of the slave, not to 
the will of his master only, but to that of all other 
white persons. 

16. The penal codes of the slaveholding states 
bear much more severely upon slaves than upcm 
white persons. 

17. Slaves are prosecuted and tried upon crimi* 
nal accusations, in a manner inconsistent with the 
rights of humanity. — Stroud's Slave Laws, 



CHAPTER v» 

MORAL CONDITION OP THE ENSLAVED* 

TestlmDny of the Synod of Soufh Candina and 

Georgia. 

The following ^facts*^ are stated in a " Report of 
the Synod of SoiUh Carolina and Oeor^a^ to whom 
was referred the subject of the Religtous Instruct 
tion of the colored population, at its late session, in 
Columbia, S. C. Published by order of the Synod," 
in the Charleston Observer in March 22, 18R34. 

Before we attempt to set forth the duty [to evangelize 
these heathen] it will be proper to skow, that the negroes 
are deatituis of the privileges of the gospel^ and ever wUl 6e, 
Wider the present state offings. 

From long continued and dose observation, say the 
Synod by their committees, we believe that their (color- 
ed popalation^s) moral and religious condition is such, 
as that they may jastly be considered the heathen of 
this Christian country^ and iciU bear comparison wvths 
heathen in any eavntry in the laorld. 

In the vast field extending from an entire state beyond 
the Potomac to the Sabine river ; and from the Atlantic 
to the Ohio, there are. to the best of our knowledge, not 
twelve nven exclusively devoted to tikfe Tt\\»Ssswi"\a!S^"^^- 
tjofl of the negroes I * • ♦ T\i^Ti\sixsiQex\N:«^'«s4^ 
iions of seals, and more'A dWiei^dL>»v«^««!^>^^^^^^^ 
gire to. each a charKo of ik««.T Vl^f^^^^ 
8 
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We can famish no aecarate estimate of the propor- 
tion of negroes that attend divine worship on the Sab- 
bath, taking the slave-holding states together. From an 
extensive observation, however, we venture to say, that 
not a. twerUieth part attend! Thousands and thousands 
hear not the sownd of the gospel^ or ever enter a church from 
oneyearto another. 

We may now inquire if they enjoy the privileges of 
the gospel, in private, in their own houses, and on their 
own plantations 1 Again we return a negative answer. 
Thej have no bibles to read at their own fire-sides — ^bo 
family altars — and when in affliction, sickness or death, 
they have no ministers to address to them the consola- 
tions of the gospel,nor to bury them with solenm and ap- 
propriate services. Sometimes a kind master will per- 
lorm these offices. If the master is pious, the house 
servants alone attend family worship, and frequently few 
or noTieofthese, 

Here tiud there 9. master feels interested for the salva- 
tion of his servants, and is attempting something 
towards it, SfJCt We rejoice that there are such, and 
that the number is increasing. In general, we may how- 
ever remark, that it does not enter into the arrangement 
of plantations, to make provision for their religous t9t- 
struetionf and so far as Tuasters are engaged in this 
work, an almost unbroken silence reigiis over the va^ field. 

We feel warranted, therefore^ in the conclusion, that 
the negroes are destitute of the privileges of the gospel, arid 
muU continue to be soj if nothing more is done for thein< 

Testimony of tbit Rev. C. C* #ones. 

The Rev. C. C. Jones, in a sermon preached be- 
fore two associations of Planters in Georgia, in 
1831, says : 

Generally speaking, they(ihe slaves) appear to us 
to be without God and without hope in the world, a na- 
tion OF HEATHENS iu our vcry midst. We cannot cry . 
out against thePapist for withholdins; theScriptures from 
the common people, and keeping f them in ignoranee of 
lAe way ofJiie, lor we wtthhold the BiVAa liom oraii ««t- 
ranis, and keep them in ienorance o£ ix^ -svYi^^'v^^i^ 
oj/ ase the means to have it read and w^XaasitdL \» >Cm5s^. 
r^e cry of oar perislung serrtAts com«& u^ Vft ^» ^^««^ 
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the sultry plains as they bend at tbeir toil — it comes up 
from their humble cottages when they return at even- 
in^ to Teal their weary limbs— it comes up to us from the 
midst of their ignorance, and superstition, and adultery 
and lewdness. 

Testimony of ttm Gharleiton Observer. 

A writer in a late number of this paper, says : 

Let us establish missionaries among our nejgroes^who, 
in view of religious knowledge, are as debasingly igno- 
rant as any one on the coast of Africa ; for I hazard the 
assertion, that throughout the bounds of our synod, 
there are at least oTie kimdred thousand slaves^ speaking 
the same language as ourselves,- who never heard of the 
plan of salvation by a Redeemer. 

Testimony .of fhe Western liumlnary; 

A writer in the Western TiUminary, a respecta- 
ble religious paper in Lexington, Kentucky, says : 

1 proclaim it abroad to the Christian world, that hea^ 
ikenism is as real in the Have States as it is in the South 
Sea Islands, and that our negroes are as justly objects of 
attention to the American and other boards of loreign 
missions, as the Indians of the western wilds. What is 
it -constitutes heathecism? Is it to be destitute of a 
. knowledge of Gkxi-'Of his holy word— never to have 
. heard scarcely a sentence of it rekd through life — to 
know little or nothing of the history, character, instruc- 
tion and mission of Jesus Christ — to be almost totally 
devoid of moral knowledge and feeling, of sentiments, 
of probity, truth, and chastity ^ If this constitutes 
heaUienism, then are there thousands, millions of hea- 
thens, in our beloved land. There is one topic to which 
I will allude, which will serve to establish tne heathen- 
ism of this ^population. I allude to the tmiversal lUen-' 
<um59i€55 whwh prevails. It maybe said emphatically 
that chastity is no virtue among tUem—vV^\.^^Vsk\»2^fs^ 
nejlher injures female cbai^iclet Vb.x^'kv^ oh*^ ^^xsascs^ss^v. 
or thtit of their master or mxsXt^sau ^o ^^^^^:f3^^ 
ever given— no censiiTe pToiio\»i<^e.^* ^^^^:i 
Vforld ; I SPEAK OF CHBisnAK YkMSuaa qs^^b-*^ 
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Testtawmy of J. A. Thpnie, of Kentucky, 

Liceniiousness. I shall not speak of the far Soatl^ 
whose sons are fast melting away nnder the wnbluMn^, 
profligacy which, prevails. I allnde to the slaye-holdin^ 
West. It is well known that the slave lodgings (I refe^ 
now to village slaves) are exposed to the entrance ^f 
strangers every hour of the night, and that the deeping 
apartmerUs of both sescis are common. 

It is also a fact, that there is no allowed intercourse 
between the families and servants after the work of the 
day is over. The family, assembled for the evening, en- 
joy a conversation elevating and instructive. Bat the 
poor slaves are thrust oat ; no ties of sacred home 
thrown around them ; no moral instruction to compen- 
sate for the toils of the day ; no intercourse as of man 
with man ; and should one of the younger members of 
the family, led by curiosity, steal out into the filthy 
kitchen, the child is speedily called back, thinking itself 
happy if it escape an angrjr rebukel Why is this *i The 
dread of moral contamiuatlon. Most excellent reason ; 
but it reveals a horrid picture. -The tlmjesj cut off from 
dl community ffJteUng with their masters, roam over the vilm 
lage streets, shocking the ear loiOt their mdgar jestings, and 
voluptuous songs, or opening iheir kitchens to the reception ^ 
the neighboring blacks^ th^ pass the evening in gambling^ 
dancing, drinking, and the most obscene conversation, kept up 
until the night is far spent — then crown the scene voithindiS' 
eriminete debauchery. Where do these things occur 7 In the 
kitchens of church members and elders. 

Testimony of the Rev, 3. D. Paxton. 

Some slaves have, indeed, a marriage ceremony per- 
formed. It is, however, usually done by one of their 
own color, and, of course, is not a legal transaction. And 
if done by a person legally authorized to perform mar- 
riages, still it would have no authority, because the law 
does not recognize marriage among me slaves, so as Ud / 
clothe it with the rights and immunities which it wears 
among citizens. The owner of either party might, the 
next day or boar, break up the connexioii. Va. wk^ ^vj V^ 
pleased, Jn fact, tkeU connexions Ymve no vt^^^'^^sw^-i 
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end are so often broken up by sales and transfers and re- 
movals, that they are by the slaves often called ' taking 
up together.* The sense of marriage fidelitv mast be 
greatly weakened, if tkot wholly destroyed, by such a 
•tate of thin|;s. The effect is most disastrous. 

Bat there is another circumstance which deserves our ^ 
notice. What effect is Ukel^r to be produced on the mo- ' 
rals of the whites, from having about them, and under 
their absolute authority, female slaves who are deprived 
of the strongest motives to purity, and exposed to pecu- 
liar temptations to opposite conduct ! The condition of 
female slaves is such, that promises and threatenings 
and management can hardly fail to conquer them. They 
are entirelv dependent on their master. They have no 
way to make a shilling, to procure any article they need. 
Like all poor people they are fond of'^finery, and wish to 
imitate tnose who are above them. What, now, are 
presents and kind treatment, or the reverse, if they are 
not complying, likely to effect on such persons ! And 
the fact that their children, should they have any through 
such intercourse, may expect better treatment from 
80 near relations, may have its influence. That the vice 
'prevails to a most shameful extent, is proved from the 
rapid increase of mulattoes. Oh, how many have fallen 
before this temptation ; so many, that it has almost ceas- 
ed to be a shame to fall i Oh, how many parents maj 
trace the impiety and licentiousness and shame of their 
prodigal sons, to the temjptations found in the female 
slavet of their own or neignbors* households I Irregular 
habits are thus formed, which often last through life. 
And many a lovely and excellent woman, confiding in 
TOWS of affection and fidelity, trusting to her power over 
her devoted lover, has, afler uniting her fate with his, 
and giving him all that woman has to give, found, when 
too late, now incorrigible are those habits of roving 
desire, formed in youth, and kept alive by the temptar 
tions and facilities of the slave system. 

TeitlnMmy of fbe Rev* John Rankin. 
The Rev. John RatifciuYfflLa^<fci^^^wKL%>'«^ 
other statements, on Wna ** ^'s^^caSfc ^afe^^v^^ 

AgaiD,slnve8, in conswv^«iiLC«i ^^^'^^^^^^^ 
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they are nustd, are generally prone to yicioos indulg- 
ence, and many of them are exceedingly profligate: 
their master'^ children often min$(le with tnem, and not 
only witness their vicious practices, bat also listen to 
their lascivious conversation^and thns from infancy they 
become familiar with almost every thing wicked and 
obspene. And this, in connexion with easy access, be- 
comes a strong temptation to lewdness. Hence it often 
happens, that the master's children practise the same 
vices which prevail among his slaves; and even the 
master himself is liable to be overwhelmed by the 
floods of temptation. And in some instances the father 
and his sons are involved in one common rain ; nor do 
the daughters always escape this impetuous fountain of 
pollntion. Were it necessary, I conld refer you to seve- 
ral instances of slaves fictually seducing the daughters 
of their masters ! Such seductions sometimes happen 
even in the most respectable slaveholding families ! 

Teatimoay of S. A. Foiral, Esq. 

Negresses, when young and likely, are often employed as 
wet nurses by the white people ; as also, by either the 
planter or his friends, to admiDister to their sensual de- 
sires. This frequently is a matter ot speculation ; for if 
the offspring, a mulatto, be a handsome female, 800 or 
1000 dollars may may be obtaioed for her in the New 
Orleans market. It is an occurrence of no uncommon 
nature, to see a Christian father sell his own daughter, 
and the brother his own sister, by the same father. 



OHAPTBB TI. 

BEARING OF SLAVERY UPON THE MORAL 
CHARACTER OP SLAVEHOLDERS. 

Testimony of Thomas Jefibrson* 

The whole commerce between maslet axjA ^vi^^\^ %. 
pejpeiaal exercise of the most \)oiiteioidA ^wKAStAt^^ 
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most anremittins; despotism on one part, and degrading 
sabmissions on the other. The parent storms, the child 
looks on, catches the lineaments of wrath^ puts on the 
same airs in the circle of smaller slaves, gives a loose to 
his worst of passions; and thus nursed, educated, and 
dailj exercised in ^a^my^annot but be stamped by it 
-with odious i>eculiarities. The man must be a prodisy 
who can retain his manners and morals undepraved by 
such circumstances. 

Testimony of Judge Tucker* 

Judgo Tucker, of Virginia, in a published letter to 
a member of the General Assembly of that com- 
monwealth, in 1801, bears the following testimony 
to the demoralizing tendency of slavery. 

I say nothing of the baneful effect of domestic slavery 
on our moral character, and of its inconsistency with the 
truest principles of republicanism : I forbear to enlarge 
on all these topics, equally copious and important, he- 
cause they have been repeatedly discussed by abler pens 
than mine, and because I know you have been long sensible 
of their force. Page '21. 

If a female negro is childless, it is the fault of nature 
alone. Ibid: Page 12. 

Testtmony of Bfr*. Johnson* 

Mr. Johnson, in the Convention for revising the 
Constitution of Virginia, in 1829, said : 

Slavery has been the foundation of that impiety and 

dissipation, which has been so much disseminated anxMiff 

our countrymen. If it were totally abolished it would 

do much good. — Debates in Virginia Convention, page 

.463. 

Testimony of Mr. Moore* 

Mr. Moore, in the Legislature of Virginia in 183% 
said: 

Permit me now, sir, to diract 'jowx «x\wixrvQR!k.\»^^s«ifcK&. 

the evil consequences of slavery .^j^ -tivi oi^x^ossiK^J^'j^s 

favor of your maturely dclibeiaxW^cfuvoA Vw^ft^wsv^^^-w 
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and adopting some efficient measures to remore the 
cause from which those evils spriDg.. In the first place, 
I shall confine my remarks to snch of those evils as affect 
the white population exclosively. And even in that 
point of view, I think that slavery as it exists among ns, 
may be regarded, as the heaviest calamity which has 
ever befallen any portion of the human race. If we look 
back through the long course of time which has elamed 
since the creation to the present moment, we wall 
scarcely be able to point out a people whose situation 
was not in many respects preferable to our own, and that 
of the other states in which negro-slavery exists. — Rick- 
mbnd Whig, 

Testimony of Mr. Summen* 

Said Mr. Summers, in the same great debate : 

A slave population, exercising the most pernicious in- 
fluence upon the mannejre, habits and character, of those 
among whom it exists. Lisping infancy learns the vo« 
cabuUry of abusive epithets, and stmts the embryo ty- 
rant of Its little domain. Tne consciousness of superior 
destiny takes possession of his mind at its earliest dawn- 
ing, and love of power and rule * grows with his growth 
and strengthens with his strength.' When in the sub- 
lime lessons of Christianity he is taught * to do unto 
others as he would have others do unto him;' he never 
dreams that the degraded negro is within the pale of that 
holy canon. Unless enabled to rise above the o^ration 
of powerful causes, he enters the world with miserable 
notions of self-importance, and under the government of 
an unbridled temper.— Jm. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

BIBLE ARGUMENTS, IN FAVOR OP AMERI- 
CAN SLAVERY, ANSWERED. 

Examp e of the Jewi* 

1. The examples of the Jews, it is said, may be 
quoted in favor of American slavery. 

But if so, why not quote the same authority, to 
justify exterminating wars, and poliganiy ? Why 
not quote the Jewish example to compel every mjm 
to marry his brother's widow, in case his brother 
dies without children 1 Why not quote the saine 
authority to prove that every man has a right to kill 
the murderer of his nearest relative, without any ju- 
dicial process 1 Why not quote Jewish examples 
for putting a disobedient child to death 1 

Servants held as property* 

2. Servants among the Jews, it is supposed, are 
spoken of as property, Ex. 21 : 21. For he is his 
money. The meaning is, the servant's labor was 
to the master for the time being, the same as mo- 
ney. Servants among the Hebrews were not claim- 
ed, held, and treated as property, as we shall else- 
where show. 

Christ did not eoademn Slavery* 

3. Again we are told, that Jesus Christ did not 
condemn slavery, by name. We answer, neither 
did he condemn offensive wars, gambling, lotteries, 
rum-making, and theatres, by name. 

Servants mentioned In the New Testament not Slaves* 

4. It is supposed, by some, that the words ren- 
dered servant in the New Testameat^s\.^vC^>va?«^- 
riabiy, such as were cMuv^^l, >as\!\^ ^i:^\x55R&s^'^ 
absolute property. 
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But this is by no means, tho fiict ! . The wo^^^ 
generally rendered servant, in the New Testame^^ 
Is iovXos. According to Parkhurst, it comes frc^i;^ 
the Hebrew doU which signifies, loedk, pmoerl^^ 
pooTt exhaugted. Hence, the first si^ification g-jr- 
en to ^Xqs by the best Greek Lexicographers^ Iti 
one in a tervtU Mtate^ a mrvaivL This is the first dj9- 
finition affixed to this word, by Parkhurst, Ewiog^ 
Grove, and Greenfield, Editor of Bagster's Compre- 
hensive Bible. Donnegan says it means a. «toe, a 

MBTVUtU* 

This word occurs in the New Testament, one 
hundredand twenty-one times. Itis applied to Christ, 
to Moses, and the Prophets, Phil. 2 : 7. Kev. 10 : 7. 
■—15 : 3. In twelve instances it is applied to the 
Apostles ; fourteen times it is applied to Christians ; 
and six times to sinners. Ana in about seventy 

J laces it is used to designate one in a state of seeu» 
If servitude^ a servant. 

That this word was not generally used by the 
Apostles to designate one who was claimed, held 
and treated as property, is farther evident from the 
following considerations. (1.) In the Greek lan- 
guage this word corresponds with our word tef" 
vara ; it does not necessarily signify one who was 
held and treated as property ; but it was used to 
designate one in a $ermk ttate^ most generally a 

(2.) In Athens, however, this word was not used 
to signify a Mlatte properly so called. See Robin- 
son's Antiq. of Greece, p. 30, and Potter's Gr. An. 
Yol. 1. page 68, and the number of the Bib. Reposi- 
tory for Jan. 1835. 

JProm these authorities we learn, that among 

the Athenians, slaves, cnr those who were the eraire 

j^iferh^ of another, were called, oucrai, but after 

^ietr Jreedom was granted tliem, \lhey 'wet^ T«xna^ 

*»i^// not being tbent like the foimeT, «t ^tv. ol XJaa 
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master's estate, though they were held in a kind of 
servitude, being required to render some rude ser- 
vice, such as was required of the farotKoi [resident 
strangers] to whom, m some respects, they were in- 
ferior. 

Now w}ien we consider that the Attic Greek is 
substantially the language in which the New Testa- . 
ment was written, it seems quite probable, that its 
writers did not, in using this word, depart from the 
sense above given. 

(8.) This word was used, sometimes by St. Paul, 
to designate a kind of servitude which he himself 
condemned, 1 Cor. 7 : 21, 29, Philemon, 16. 

(4.) The other word, rendered servant in the 
New Testament is oiMn};, from ouco;, a house ; a do- 
westic^^a servant^ a house servant or slave. This word- 
occurs but four times in the New Testament. Acts, 
10 : 7. Rom. 14 : 4. 1 Pet. 2 : 18, and Luke, 16 : 13. 

In the last passage here given, the reader will see 
at once, that it could not have been used to signify 
one who was the entire property of another. 

But, admitting that this word is used in one place 
(1 Pet. ii. 18.) to signify those servants who were 
held as slaves, it by no means follows from this £icti 
that the Apostle meant bj using it, to justify the 
elaim of the slaveholder m that case. He directs 
those servants or slaves, how to suffer the injuries 
which might be inflicted upon them, but he does not 
direct the slaveholder how to inflict them. When 
he addresses masters, he commands them to render 
unto their servants that which is just and equal, 
and which command is a direct condemnation cf 
slavery. 

Were tlie masters menttoned in the Hew Testanent 

SlavelioldeTsf 

5. ButwearetoldagpATuiiy»X^^^^^>M«^>s^ 
the Apoetle, in spealdng ot ii»a^fti»t\3«««««^ 
pljr miGh as heUtsknet. 
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1. The word nciot lord or master,, is used in t!^, 
Bible as a title of authority or respect, but never 
signify the owner of human bein^. Glen, xviii. 1^ 
1 Cor. viii. 5 : Acts xvi. 30. 

2. The classical meaning of Ufnrorm^ is a desp^f 
a govereigrit a master ^f daves. But in the JSetr , 
Testament it does not invariably bear this signifi- 
cation. 

It occurs in. -ten difi^rent passages; in six of 
them it is applied to Jesus Christ, or God. Luke ii. 
29 : Acts iv. 24 : 2 Tim. ii. 21 : (compare verse 19* 
and Heb. iii. 6.) 2 Pet. ii. 1 : Jude 4 : Rev. vi. 10.' 

In four places it is used to signify earthly rulers 
or masters. 1 Tim. vi. 1, 2 : Titus ii. 9 : 1 Pet. ii. 
18. 

This word is sometimes used to si^ify the head 
or ruler of a family, as the reader will see by turn- 
ing to the following places : — Matt. x. 25, and xxiv. 
4S : Mark xiv. 14 : Luke xii. 39 : xiii. 25 : xxii. 11. 

Servants under the Yoke. 

But in 1 Tim. vi. 1, 2, it has been di^pposed to 
signify such as held servants as their absolute pro- 
perty. 

** Let as many servants as are under the yokO) 
count their own masters worthy of all honor, that 
the name of God and his doctrine be not bla»> 
phemed. 

** And they that have believing masters, let them 
not despise them because they are bre^en, but 
rather do them service, because they are faithful and 
beloved partakers of the benefit." 

Tl^at there are two kinds of servants spoken of 
hi the verses above quoted, we think is evident from 
a number of considerations i — 

L ThepecuUar phraseology of the ^ssa^es de- 
termioes this Act. Thoso sexvaiiXa 'nn\vo -wet^ 
claimed and treated as property %ot a\«oVaN»Av^^^ 
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are said to be "under the yoke;" those who were 
not claimed and held in this state, had ** believing 
masters." 

^Let as many servants as are under the ycke^ 
count their own masters worthy of all honor, that the 
name of God and his doctrine be not blasphemed. 

** But they tJhat have believing masters, let them 
not despise them, because they are brethren ; — but 
rather do them service, because they are faithful 
partakers of the benefit." 

That ^, in this second verse, is an adversative 
conjunction, and should be rendered butt is well 
known, as this is not the word which is generally 
translated and, in the New Testament. This is a 
matter of fact, which no person at aU acquainted 
with the original language of the New Testament 
will dispute. Hence we say, that the manner of 
the apostle's speaking here proves that two kinds of 
aervants are meant ; first, he refers to such as were 
claimed and held by their heathen masters as their 
absolute property, and tells them what he wishes 
them to do, and the reason why they should do it ; 
and then he speaks of another cla«^ by saying — 
** But those who have believing masters," and mio^ 
consequently were not daim^ held, and treated 
aa property, and who are thus put in opposition to 
such as were ** under the yoke." 

2. Look at the different motives by which these 
two classes of servants are exhorted to perform 
certain duties. Those <* under the yoke" are gx- 
borted to obedience, upon the consideration that 
their disobedience would bring a dishonor upon re- 
ligion. Not so with those who had " believing mas- 
ters;" these were exhorted not to forsake their 
masters, because they were brethren, and which ex- 
hortation is plainly baaed xi^ii \!aa «3;:^'^w^fiass5^.^*5ssR^ 

they might forsake ttiemSi \\»i ^^o^^ia^- Jl^Jl!^^ 
teipwt the seecmd toci^ ^ v«!8itbi%ns»«s^^«^^^ 

4 
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same, kind of servants, and also to one and tlie 
same kind of masters as those mentioned in the 
first verse, so iar as the act of slaveholding was con- 
cerned, at once destroys the evident distinction 
' made here by the apostle. This is so plain, that 
we see not how any one can deny it. 

3. But suppose the apostle, instead of saying 
'* believing despotes," had said converted idolater, 
or converted Jew, should we understand him as 
meanine by these terms, a real, practical idolater, 
or a real practical Jew ? Not at all ; no more than 
when a man speaks of a converted infidel — ^we are 
to understand him as meaning to designate one 
who had never embraced the Christian religion. 
And thus one might speak of a converted slave- 
holder, using the term slaveholdet, not to describe 
his present relation, but to designate his former 
character ; and precisely in this sense we believe 
the apostle used the term ** despotes'* in 1 Tim. 
vi. 2. 

Specific Directions of the Hew Testament. 

Another argument drawn from the New Testa- 
ment, is generally stated thus: The apostles, by 
their specific directions to masters and servants, 
did, de facto^ justify the relation which existed be- 
tween the slaveholder and his slave. To this we an- 
swer: 

(1.) This argument takcB for granted, what has 
never been proved, viz, that all the servants and 
masters mentioned in the New Testament, were 
ilaves and aUtvehoHders. 

(2.) But, admitting that the apostles did mean to 

justify the " relation** which existed between master 

and slave, when that "relation" gave the master 

ihe body of the slaves as his cdf solute property, then 

It /bllowa as an undeniable conaeqaeiiQe \^^\. \!c!^^ 

^oJjraponlea did mean to Jualiiy ^\ x\i^ «fv^N&^ 
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to which this *^ relation*' entitled the master. If 
they justified such a ** relation," they justified and 
approved all the parts of which it was composed. — 
And hence it would follow that the apostles justi- 
fied, approved, and sanctioned a relation which au- 
thorized every master to commit thefts adultery and 
murder. Those Romans who held slaves in that 
relation, had a right in virtue of it, not only ** to 
box" them or " to cuff" them " on the ear," but 
they were authorized and empowered by this rela- 
tion to torture them, to maim them, and to put them 
to death in any way they chose, and according to 
Dr. Taylor's " Elements of Civil law," those slaves 
could not be injured, in any way. And a relation 
which authorized and justified such cruelties, such 
horrible, and we may add, diabolical injustice as all 
this, many professing Christians and Ministers of 
the Gospel pretend to believe is ** authorized," 
•« permitted," and "sanctioned by the Bible ! I !" 



CHAP TEE VIII. 

JEWISH SERVITUDE UNLIKE AMERICAN 

SLAVERY. 

PecnlfaritleB of the Jewish Bccmomy* 

1. A Hebrew was permitted to kill a man who 
had murdered his friend, (Num. xxxv. 19 ;) and he 
might do this without the process of a trial. And 
upon the same ground, the Jews were permitted to 
commence and carry on exterminating wars, against 
the idolatrous nations around them. Hence, we 
suppose, that it is as really wrong for any man in 
this age of the world, to take aw^iv iVv^^i v>feft.\N?5 ^^ 
hJs innocent neighbor, or to m^McA'^ Vl lt^\sv^K>ss^ 
in any way t without an exi^ieia ^"K^^wawss^i. wsw 
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God, as it would be for one to kill the murderer of 
his Mend now, without the forms of law. 

Ho hereditary sUirery among tbe Jews. 

2. Two-thirds of the servants in Israel were free 
at the end of six years ; and the fiftieth year idl 
were set free. There was no such thing as here- 
ditary servitude among the Jews. Lev. xxv. 10 ; 
Deut. XV. 12. 

But Anrierican slavery is perpetual, to the very 
last moment of the slave's earthly existence, and 
by law it is entailed upon all of his descendants, to 
the latest posterity. 

Jewish flervitade was voluntary* 

3. Jewish servitude was voluntary, except in 
those cases where it was the penalty annexed to 
crime. They sold ihemselvest i. e. their service, for 
an equivalent, so they were not slaves ; as an equi- 
valent — ^to a state of slavery — is impossible. — Lev. 
xxv. 47. Neh. v. 8; Deut. xxviii. 68; [Expose 
yourselves for sale,] 1 Kings xxi. 20, 25 ; 2 Kings 
xvii. 17 ; Isa. 1. 1 ; Kom. vii. 14 ; Jer. xxxiv. 14, 
margin, sold himself. 

But American slaver]r is involuntary. No one 
who is now a slave in this land, was ever consulted, 
before his liberty was taken away, whether he 
would be a slave or not, and if he had been, he 
couid not have given his master a just and proper 
title to his body as his property. 

Jewish servants couM contend with their masters* 

4. Under the Mosaic economy, servants might 
contend with their masters about their rights ; and 
to despise the cause of which was considered a 

Iteinous crime. Job. xxxi. 13. 
But hers, in this land of C\mfl^6Bxi&, ^vi^ ^^ 



UNLIKE AMERICAN SLAVERY. 41 

make no contract of any kind, they can have no 
l^al right to any property; all they have and 
are» belongs to their masters. 

Jewish servants made firee when cruelly treated* 

5. The laws of Moses ^ranted freedom to a ser- 
vant who had been cruelly treated. Exodus xxi. 
20,27. 

But our Christian laws allow the master to pun- 
ish his slave as much as he desires, and afford the 
riave no redress ; nay, if the slave makes any re- 
sistance, the law expressly justifies the master in 
putiinghim to death. In kentucky, **any neero« 
mulatto^ or Indian, bond or free," who ** shall at 
Bnyjr time" even *' lift his hand in opposition to ant 
ttlhite person, shall receive TmaxT lashes on his or 
her bare back, well laid on, by order of the 
Justice." 

Servitnde among the Jews did not jeopardize the 

lives of servants* 

6. The master who killed a servant with a rod or 
by blows, suffered the penalty of death, as other 
murderers. Lev. xxiv. 17, 21 ; Num. xxxv. 90. So 
that their lives were as safe and as valuable in Uie 
eye of the law, as their master's. 

In these United States, many a slave has been 
killed by the treatment he has received from the 
hand of his master, overseer, or driver ; and no in- 
stance has been known of a white man's being put 
to death for such murder. 

Domestic relations* 

7. Servants were carefully protected among the 
Jews^ in their domestic ie\a.\.\otA\ «ic^^^^^:!C!<^c^a^ 
and their children must Tio\.\» «e^T^^ft^• Ksj^Nsa 

caae the mother did not e^\x«i toetoo^^^^*"^'' 
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her husband, the children remained with her ; and 
her master was bound to receive him to service 
again, in case he chose to live with his wife and chil- 
dren. Ex. xxi. 7, 11. They were entitled to an 
adequate subsistence, Deut. xxv. 4 ; 1 Tim. t. 18 ; 
1 Cor. ix. 8, and treated with humanity. Lev. xxv. 
80,53. 

But here, slaves are entirely unprotected in their 
social and domestic relations ; husbands and wives^ 
parents and their children may be, and they are 
separated and parted for ever, at the irresponaiblt 
wul of the master. 

It is true that a law in one of the States provides^ 
that ** Every owner shall be held to ^ve his slaTes. 
one barrel of Indian corn, or the equivalent thereof 
in rice, beans or other grain, and a pint of salt ; and 
to deliver the same in kind every numAf under the 

E^naltjr of a fine of ten dollars K>r every offence.'* 
ut this law may be, as it is, easily evaded, on the 
ground that the slave cannot be a party in a civil 
suit, or a colored person a witness against a White 
person. 

A law of North Carolina l^rovides that each slave 
shall receive at least " one quart of corn per day ;" 
and' if any one who does not receive this amount 
be convicted of stealing ctfrn, cattle, &c. from any 
person not the owner of such slave, such injured 
person may maintain an action of trespass against 
the master, and shall recover his or her damages. 
Another law provides, that " the slave shall be en- 
titled to receive from his owner one linen shirt and 
pantaloons for the summer,, and a linen shirt and 
woollen great coat and pantaloons for the winter." 

Instmctlon and consolation* 

' S. 7!frd/aira of Moses secured U>Bi^r^^Tk\»r^^xi<^ 
^muujr meaoa of instruetioa ia4 toDa^«^^^«— 
to^. xai. 9, I8;zzix. 10,18. 
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But no such laws exist in this land; here the 
operation of the laws tend directly to deprive the 
slaves of all ** mental " and religious ** instruction," 
for their whole power is exertea to keep the slaves 
in the lowest kind of ignorance. 

Ijaws tbr the protection of strangers. 

0. The laws of Moses required every one to pity 
and love tiie strangers who might chance to come 
amone the Jews» and under severe penalties they 
were forbidden to vex or oppress them in any way. 
Ex. zxiu. 6, 9 : xzi. 20 ; xii. 46, 50 ; Lev. xix. 83, 34 ; 
XZT. 86, 86 ; Num. xv. 15, 16, 29 ; Deut. i. 16, 17 ; 
z. 18^ 19 ; Exodus xxii. 21 ; xxiii. 9. 

Here the laws view every colored stranger as an 
enemy, and tliey consider him a slave until he 
proves his freedom. 

Fugitive servaHts* 

10. If a servant escaped from his master and fled 
to the land of Israel, the law of Moses commanded 
every one to protect him ; and forbade any one to 
deliver such to his master again. Deut. xxiii. 15. 

But here, if a slave escape from his master, and 
flee to any part of the United States, the law forbids 
any one to protect him, and commands that he be 
delivered up to his master. 

Husbands and wives* 

11. If a Jewish 'servant had taken a wife of his 
master, and wished still to live with him, he had the 
privilej^. Ex. xxi. 6, 6 ; Deut xv. 18. 

But It is not thus with American slaves ; among 
them, husbands and wives are patl^ ^^ ^2c^^ Sxt.^^- 
sponsible will of the alave\io\dL<&t • \cl \kmdn. ^S.>k» > 
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Time ftr rest allowed Jewisli aeryants* 

12. Those servants among the Jews who had 
served Hfty years had at least seventeen years rest in 
Sabbaths, feasts, &c. Ex. xx. 10 ; Deut. v. 14 ; xii. 
17, 18 ; xvi. 11 ; Matt. xxv. 21, 23. 

But nothing of this kind has ever been known 

amon^ the Americans held in bondage by the 

Christians of this nation. 
< 

IVhen they were set ftree, compensatton was allowed 

them and not to their masters* 

18. When Jewish servants went out free, ther 
were to be liberally furnished with means to begin 
life with. Ex. xxi. 2, 4 ; Lev. xxv. 17 ; Deut. xv. 
13, 14. 

But in this land, if any poor slave goes free at allt 
hj the consent of his master, he goes free with no- . 
thing but his poor worn-out body, and his master 
demands a price for his liberation ! 

Jewish servants held property^ 

14. They had the fruits of the rest years^ and 
gleanings of harvests. Lev. xix. 0, 10 ; xxv. 6 ; Ex. 
xxiii. 11 ; 1 Sam. ix. 8 ; Matt, xviii. 25. 

But here a slave can possess nothing but what is 
made by law to belong to his master. 

They were endowed with authority. 

15. Eligible to offices. 1 Chron. xv. 18; xvi. 5^ 
38 ; xxvi. 12, 14 ; Matt. xxv. 21 ; 2 Sam. ix. 9, 10 ; 
Neh.v. 15. 

Not so in this nation. Here a slave cannot be a 

witness in a case where a white man is concerned. 

AQd in the city of New- York a free colored Amer- > 

Jean, in the year 1836, could not obtain a license 

even to drive a cart. And in many ^t\a oi >2ofe 

country f colored Americans ore not aravv^^Vi^^^ 

^ective ihiiM 
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Jewish serrants could not be made articles of traffic, 

16. They could not be sold. £x. zxi. 7, 8. 

But here thousands of slaves are sold annually, 
from one State to another, and many of tham by 
members and ministers of the same church to which 
.the slaves tiiemselves belong. 

They were marriageable in the fiimilles of their 

masters. 

17. Jewish masters were obligated to provide for 
the marriage of maid servants, if they did not take 
them to themselves, or sons. Ex. xxi. 8. 

But American slaveholders allow no legal mar- 
ria^s for their slaves, but they rather provide for 
their living in concubinage and adultery. 

They were on a level with the children nnder age. 

18. They could be incorporated into the family. 
Ex. xxi. 8, 9, by circumcision. Ex. ?cii. 48, 45 ; Lev. 
xxii. 10, 11 ; 1 Chron. ii. 34, 35, consequently could 
be heirs. Gen. xv. 3 ; Prov. xvii. 2 ; Mark xii. 7 ; 
Luke XX. 14. 

But American slaves have no such privileges ; — 
they are on a level with brutes, so &r as rights are 
concerned— they can make no bargains of any 
kind. 

No inq^dlments In the way to prevent the freedom of 

Jewish servants, 

10. They could be redeemed, or redeem them- 
selves, at any time. Lev. xxv. 48, 

American slaves have no such power. Here, laws 
have been enacted to prevent emancipation, even 
when the slaveholder is willing to conier it. 

Thus we see, that the evils which ax^ ^Vn^^*^ 
jraore or less, attendant ax^ocl KxoKtScjwv ^^"^^ v 
were not consequent upoa \!laft «ernS».^ •^S^ss^^^a^ 
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among the Jews, such as slave prisons, slave mar- 
kets, slave auctions, chains, iron yokes, shackles, 
whips, thumbscrews, &c. &c. Among the Jews 
there was no violent separation of parents and chil- 
dren, no parting of husbands and wives, no barba- 
rous punishments, or any one thing in fact, which 
rendered Jewish servitude like American slavery. 
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SCRIPTURE ARGUMENT AGAINST 

SLAVERY. 

Slaveholding is ThefU 

!• To claim, hold, and treat a human being as 
property, is felony asaiost God and man. Ex. xx. 
16 ; Deut. xxiv. 7. If it be theft to reduce a man 
to slavery, it must be equally so to keep him in this 
state. 

About sixty thousand human beings are feloni* 
ously reducea to slavery in this country every year. 
As soon as they are born, they are chumed, seized* 
held, and treated as property. 

Covetansness* 

2. All slaveholdin^ and slave dealing is covet- 
ousness, and as such, it is forbidden. Ex. xx. 17; 
Isa. Ivii. 17 ; Jer. li. 18 ; Ezek. xxxiii. 81 ; Luke xii. 
16 ; Col. iii. 6 ; 2 Pet. u. 8. 

The man who claims the body of his fellow man 

as his property, does, de factor covet that which, in 

/Ae very nature of things, must belong to his neigh- 

Ifor, ana to which no circumstatice^ cah %vm^ \i\m. 

9 Just title. 
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Oppression* 

3. Slavery is the very worst form of oppresnon. 
Oppression is the spoiling or taking of another's per- 
son or goods or the fruit of his labor, by constraint, 
violence or force; and this crime is committed 
when ever one human being offers any violence to 
the person, estate, or conscience of another. Prov. 
^iv. 31 ; xxviii. 3 ; Isa. xlix. 26 ; Jer. vii. 6 ; xxi. 
12, 13 ; Hos. xii. 7 ; Amos iv. 1 ; Mic. 11. 2; Zach. 
▼ii. 10 ; Mai. iii. 6 ; Eccl. iv. 1 ; Ezek. xxii. 29 ; 
Amos iii. 0. 

Manstealing* 

4. Slavery is manstealing, and as such is for- 
bidden, under the severest penalties. Ex. xxi. 16 ; 
Deul. xxiv. 7. 

How has the present slaveholder come into the 

gossession of the children whom he now holds as 
is slaves ? They were never willed to him, nor 
. did he purchase them of another. How could he 
take possession of them, and part them from their 
parents without stealing them ? 

Enslavers* 

5. The law of God was made for erulaters. 1 
Tim. i. 10. The word herb rendered menstealers, 
Mtgnifies to enslave^ to reduce to tlavery to treat men 
as cattle. 

Fravd and robbery* 

Q. Slavery is legalized wholesale fraud and 
robbery, Exek. xviii. 4 ; Mai. iii. 8, ; Prov. xxi. 
7 ; Isa. Ixi. 8 ; Ezek. xxii. 29 ; Amos iii. 10 ; Nah. 
iii. 1 ; Mark x. 19 ; 1 Thes. iv. 6 ; Jer. xxii. 3 ; 
James v. 4. 

Trafflto In fhe persons of Mea %st\]tN&AL«&% 

7. American slavery is coadetKae^ va.^^^^BRe». 
places which forbid trading Va \\» ^g«t8omc?l \oi8c 
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Ezek. xxvii. 13 ; Joel iii. 8, 6 ; Amos ii. 6 ; ZacL 
zi. 4, 5 ; Rev. xviii. 13. 
It could not exist without the slave trade. 

Chrifltiaii kindness* 

8. The exercise of that kindness and pitj 
which are commanded in the Bible toward the pooTi 
is utterly irreconcilable with slavery. Lev. xx?« 
35 ; Job vi. 14 ; xxxi. 16 ; Psal. xli. 1 ; Ixxxii. 3 ; 
Prov. xxii. 22 ; xxiv. 11 ; xxxi. 8 ; Isa. i. 16 ; and 
Iviii. throughout ; Jer. xxxiv. 10 ; Matt. xxv. 44; 
Heb. xiii. 3 ; 1 John iii. 17. 

Duties of masters* 

9. American slavery is condemned in the speci- 
fic directions of the Apostle, to masters and servants. 
1 Cor. vii. 21, 23 ; Eph. vi. 9 ; Col. iv. 1. 

These precepts, if obeyed, would annihilate 
slavery at once, and forever. 

4 

Analogy of the gospel* 

10. It is condemned in all those passages which 
represent the eviU of sinhj slavery* and gospel 
benefits by freedom. Gal. iv. 3, 7,' 2% 31 ; y. 1, 
13 ; Isa. Ixi. 1, 3 ; John viii. 32, 36. 

*rhe golden rule. 

11. By the reciprocal and universal law of love 

which is binding on all men. Matt. v. 7 ; vii. 12; 

xxii. 87 ; John xv. 12, 17 ; Rom. xii. 9 ; 1 Cm. 

xiii. 28. 

Spirit of the gospeL 

12. Slavery cannot be reconciled with the spirit 
and design of the gospel. It will not exist surely 

hijbe miflennial state. Gen. iii. 15, xxii, 18 ; Luke 1 
ir. 18; I Cor. iii. 17 ; ZepYi. m. ^ \ 1&bX3u mA^. \ 

If it ia condemned by fae SQlnX oi \te f^^>^^ 
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precepts of the gospel must be against it, of course, 
because the spirit of the gospel is learned from its 
precepts. 

Conditions of salTatiou* 

18. To claim^ hold and treat a human bein^ as 
property, is utterly at variance with the conditions 
upon which man is authorized to expect forgiveness 
and salvation from Grod. Matt. v. 23. Therefore, 
if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there remem- 
berest that thy brother hath aught against thee, 
leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy 
way; tlrst be reconciled with' thy brother, and 
then come and offer thy gift. 



iji*. 



CHAPTER X. 

SENTIMENTS FAVORABLE TO THE PERPE- 
TUITY OP AMERICAN SLAVERY. 

Governor McDoffie* 

Domestic slavery, therefore, instead of hein^ a 
political evil, is the comer stone of our republican 
edifice. No patriot who justly estimates our privi- 
leges, will tolerate the idea of emancipation, at any 
period, however remote, or on any conditions of 
pecuniary advantage, however favorable. I would 
as soon think of opening a negotiation for selling 
the liberty of the state at once, as for making any 
stipulation for the ultimate emancipation of our 
slaves. So deep is my conviction on this subject 
that if I were doomed to die immediately alter 
recording these sentiments, I cowld. ^a?| Vsv ^i\. 
sincerity, and under all \3kie smvc^nXotcl ^\ ^3*cMfi^ 
aniif and patriotism^ Giod wran> t»^^ ^^ 

5 
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DESCENDANTS, IN THE REMOTEST GENERATIONS, 
SHOULD LIVE IN ANY OTHER THAN A COMMUNpT 
HAVING THE INSTITUTION OF DOMESTIC SLAVERY. 

Testimony from Charleston, S. C« 

One of the most imposing assemblages of citizens it 
respect of namberx, intelligence and respectability, that 
we have ever witnessed, met yesterday morning at the 
City Hall, to receive the report of twenty-one, appointed 
by the meetiog on the 4th instant, on the incendiary mi- 
chinations now in progress against the peace and wel- 
fare of the southern states. The clergy of all denamvM- 
tions aUended in a hody^ lending their sanction to the prp- 
ceedingSj and adding by their presence j to the impressiu 
character of the scene ! 

[After the most violent threats against the discus- 
sion of the subject of slavery, the meeting closed 
with the following resolution :] 

On motion of Captain Lynch, 

ResoPoedy That the thanks of this meeting are dne to 
the reverend gentlemen of the Clergy in this city, who 
have so promptly, and so efTectaally responded to public 
sentiment, by suspending their schools in which the fru 
colored poptUation were taught ; and that this meeting 
deem it a patriotic action, wociby of all praise, and pro> 
per to be imitated by other teachers of similar schools 
throaghoat the state ! ! ! — Charleston Omr. 

Testimony ftom Camden, S« C* 

The following resolution was passed at a meetiog 
of the citizens of Camden* S. C, in 1834 : 

** Resolved, That slavery, as it exists with us» we 
deny to be an evU, and that we regard those who are 
now making war upon it, in any shape, or under 
anj pretext, are furious fanatics or knaves and hypo- 
crites; and we hereby promise them, upon all 
occ^ion which may pul mem m owt i^ower^ the fats 
of the pirate, the inccndianj, au^ \)aa mVAmgH aiia»« 
sinr 
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Testimony from Liancasteryille, S« C. 

The following documents are token from the 
Southern Christian Herald : 

At a pablic meeting, held in Lancasteryille, for the 
purpose of taking into consideration the proceedings of 
the Abolitionists of the North, several resolutions were 
passed, and by request the meeting was addressed by the 
Rev. J. H. Thornweli, and the Rev. William Carlisle. 
The Rev. Mr. PostelPs seo/iments, contained in a letter, 
were read at the meeting. The purport of the resolution 
was as follows : 

That Slavery, as it exists in the South, is no evil, and 
is consistent with the principles of revealed religion : 
that all opposition to it arises from a. misguided and 
fiendish fanaticism, which we are bound to resist in the 
very threshhold. 

« 

ReT« J« H« Thomwell'8 testimony, Methodist* 

I cannot regard slavery as a moral evil for the follow- 
ing reasons : 

1. It was distinctly recognized by Moses. 

2. It is not inconsistent with the precepts of Christian- 
ity. 1 Cor. vii. 20, 21. The word translated servami 
means a slave. 1 Tim. vi. I. 

[This is a great mistake. See page 35 and 36.] 
As I cannot believe that slavery is wrong in itself, I 
am decidedly opposed to the measures of the abolition- 
ists. 

Testimony of the Charleston Courier* 

We protest against the assumvptUn — the unwarranta- 
ble assumption — that slavery is ultimately to be extirpa- 
ted from the southern states. Vttimaie abolitionists are 
enemies of the South, the same in kind, and only less in 
degree, than im/Mdiate abolitionists. 

Testimony of the Columbia, S. C, Telescope; 

Let us declare, through the pviLb\\& \wsct\!k»S& 'c*^. '^'^^ 
country, that the question of ^Xa-v^rj 'la tslQX^ %sA^k^ 
act be open to discussion— -that xYie s^^XftmSs ^^«^ x^jrn^ 
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among us, and most remain forever : that the very mo- 
ment any private individaal attempts to lecture us upon 
its evils and immorality, and the necessity of patting 
means in operation to secure us from them, in Ute same 
moment his tongue shall be cut out and cast upon a dung' 
Mil. 

Testimony of fbe WasMngtom Telegrapli. 

As a man, a Christian, and a citizen, we believe that 
slavery is right ; that the condition of the slave, as it 
ndw exists in slaveholding states, is the best existing or- 
ganization of civil society. 

Testimony of the CHiarleston Courier* 

We beg him, however, {Mr. Fletcher, one of the speak- 
ers at Faueuil Hall] and all who like him, acknowledge 
their affectionate interest in their political obliga- 
tions to the South, to disabuse themselves of the notion 
that the South regards slavery as an evil, or even dreams 
of its removal Our institutions are likely to endure for 
ages, if not to be perpetual; and while they do endure, 
and are endured by us, we cannot recognize the moral 
or social, to say nothing of the political propriety, of de- 
nouncing them as evil. Our right in the subject-matter 
is perfect and exclusive, and not a tongue should wag, 
or oreath be stirted, against its exercise. 

Testimony of the Augusta^Geo. Chronicle* 

He [Amos Dresser] should have been hun^ up as 
l^gh as Haman to rot upon the gibbet, until the wind 
whistled through his bones. The cry of the whole South 
should be, DEATH, INSTANT DEATH to the abolition- 
ist, wherever he is caught. Northern Abolitionists are a 
class of desperate fanatics, who, to accomplish their un- 
hallowed ends, are ready to sacrifice our lives, and those 
of our wives and children. Keep thpir publications from 
among us, and HANG every enrissary that dare step a 
Ja wless fool upon our soil — cut off all trade with every 
nortbem house connected wiikt\iem, dixi. 
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Testimony of the Rev. J. C. Postell, Methodist. 

The following is from an Address of the Rev. J. 
C. Postell, delivered at a public meeting, held at 
Orangeburgh Court-house, S. C, on the 21st of 
July, 1836. 

I have not time, at present, nor do I wish to trespass 
upon your patience, in a lengthy address on this sabject ^ 
hut to comply with your request, involves my duty as 
your minister, and the servant of the Churchy and from 
what has been promised, the following coDclasions result; 

1st. That slavery is a judicial visitation. 

2d. That it is not a moral evil. 

3d. That it is supported by the Bible. 

4th. It existed in all ages. 

The reverend orator then takes up the above 
points, and argues them at some length, but we have 
not room to foUow him. On the second proposition, 
he says : 

It is not a moral evil. The fact that slavery is of Di- 
vine appointment, would be proof enough with the 
Christian, that it could not be a moral evil. But when we 
view the hordes of savages, marauders and human can- 
nibals enslaved to lust and passion, and abandoned to 
idolatry and ignorance, to revolutionize them from such 
a state, and enslave them where they may have the Gos^ 
pel, and the privileges of Christians, so far from being a 
moral evil, it is a bierciful visitation. If slavery was 
either the invention of man or a moral evil, it is logical 
to -conclude, the power to create has the power to destroy. 
Why then, has it existed 1 And why does it now exist? 
amidst all the power of legislation in state and church, 
and the clamor of abolitionists. ' It is the Lord's do- 
ings, AND marvellous IN OUR ETEs.' And had it not been 
done for the best, GM alone who is able, long sinee 
would have overruled it. It is bt divine appoxntmbnt. 

8* 
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Testtanony of the Rev* James Smylie, Presbyterluu 

The Reverend James Smylie, A. M., a Presby- 
terian minister in Mississipi)i, says in a pamphlet, 
he has recently published in favor of American 
davery : 

If slavery be a sin, and advertising and apprehending 
slaves with a view to restore them to their masters, is a 
direct violation of the divine law, and if the buying ^ sd- 
ling J or holding a slave for the sake of gain, is a heinous 
sin and scandal, then verily, three-fourths of all ths 
Episcopalians, Methodists, Baptists and Presbyterians, 
IN eleven states of the union, are of the Devil. — They 
* hold,' if they do not buy and sell slaves, and, with few 
exceptions] they hesitate not to ' apprehend and restore' 
runaway slaves, when in their power. 

Charleston Union Presbytery. 

Extract from the minutes of the Charlesfon 
Union Presbytery, at their meeting on the 7th 
April, 1836. 

It is a principle which meets the views of this body, 
that slavery, as it exists among us, is a political institit- 
tion, with which ecclesiastical judicatories have not the 
smallest right to interfere; and in relation to which, any 
. such interference, especially at the present momentous 
crisis, would be morally wrong, and fraught with the 
most dangerous and pernicious consequences. The sen- 
timents which we maintain, in common with Christians 
at the SotUhj of every denomination, are sentiments which 
so fully approve themselves to our consciences, are so 
identified with our solemn convictions of duty, chat we 
should maintain them under any circumstances. 

E. T. Bust, Moderator. 

B. GiLDERSLEEVE, Temporary Clerk. 

Synod of South Carolina and Georgia. 

Ilesolution of the PresbyletVoixi ^^xio^oi ^>aSoL 
CMmJInaand Georgia, Dec. IQS^. 
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Resolved, unanimously, That in the opinion of this 
Sjmod, Abolition Societies, and the principles on which 
they are foanded, in the United States, are inconsistent 
with the interests of the slaves, the rights of the holders, 
and the great principles of our political institution. 

Testimony of the Missionary Society of the 
South Carolina Conference* 

The following declaration of sentiments has been 
published in Charleston, South Carolina, by the 
Board of Managers of the Missionary Society of 
the South Carolina Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church : 

We denounce the principles and opinions of the abo- 
litionists in toto ; and solemnly do declare our convic- 
tion and belief that, whether they were originated, as 
some business men have thought, as a money specula- 
tion, or, as some politicians think, for party electioneer- 
ing purposes, or, as we are inclined to believe, m a false 
philosophy, over-reaching or setting aside the scriptures 
througn a vain conceit of higher moral refinement, they 
are utterly erroneous, and altogether hurtful. We con- 
sider and believe that the Holy Scriptures^ se far from 
giving any countenance to this 'delusion, do equivocally 
auihoHse the relation of Master and Slave. 

HqpeweU Presbytery, South Carolina. 

On the subject of domestic slavery, this Presby- 
tery believe the following facts have been most in- 
controvertibly established, viz : 

1. Slavery has existed in the church of GK>d from the 
time of Abraham to this day. Members of the Church 
of God, have held slaves bought with theli money, and 
born in their houses *, and this relation is not only re- 
cognized, bat its duties are defined clearly, both in the 
Old and New Testaments. 

2. EmancipsLtion is not mcnlionft^ wiicsti%^^ ^xsJc^a.^ 
the master to his slave. "WMVe o\>t^\eti<i^^ v^«o.\»nx»r 

ibinrsrd^ jsaster is enjoined upon t\it ^'^'"^» 
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3. No instance can be produced of an otherwise order- 

' \j Christian, being reproved, mach less j^xcommunioateo 

from the charch, for the single act of holding domestic 

slaves, from the days of Abraham down to the date of the 

modern abolitionist. 

Synod of Virginia, Presbyterian* 

The committee to whom were referred the resolutions, 
&c., have, according to order, had the same nnder con- 
uderation — ^and respectfully report that in their judg- 
ment, the following resolutions are necessary and pro- 
per to be adopted by the Synod at the present time. 

Whereas, the publications and proceedings of certain 
organised associations, commonly called anti-slavery, 
or abolition societies, which have arisen in some pans 
of our land, have greatly disturbed, and are still greatly 
disturbing the peace of the church, and of the country; 
and the Synod of Virginia deem it a solemn duty which 
they owe to themselves and to the community, to declare 
their sentiments upon the subject ; therefore : 

Resolved, unanimously, That we consider the dogma 
fiercely promulgated by said associations — that slavery 
as it exists in our slaveholding States is necessarily sin- 
ful, and ought to be immediately abolished, and the con- 
clusions which naturally follow from that dogma, as di- 
rectly and palpably contrary to the plainest principles of 
common sense and common humanity, and to the clear- 
est authority of the word of God. 

Testimony of the Rev* R. H« Anderson, Presby- 
terian* 

To the Sessions of the Presbytericm Congregations 
within the bounds of the West Hanover Presbytery: 

At the approaching stated meeting of our Presbytery, 
I design to offer a preamble and string of resolutions on 
the subject of the use of wine in the Lord's Supper \ and 
also a preamble and a string of resolutions on the sub- 
ject oi the treasonable and abominably wicked interfer- 
ence of the norcbern and eastern fanatics with our poli- 
ij'caJ tLDd civil rights, our piopeilv axv^ ovxt ^Q.Tas.%U<i 
concerns. You arc aware Ibat o\xi c\ex%^ ^\i<i(^^t^\SN^ 
«r Without reason^are more suspecXftSiXs^ \Ve^\fi^\cXJM5L 
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are the clergy of other denominations. Now, dear Chris- 
tian brethren, I hambiy express it as my earnest wish, 
that yoa quit yoarselves like men. If there be any stray' 

foat of It minister amon^ ns, tainted with the bloocl- 
oand principles of abolitionism, let him be ferreted out, 
silenced, excommunicated, and left to the pablic to dis- 
pose of him in other respects. 

Your affectionate brother in the Lord.. 
1835. Robert N. Anderson { 1 ! 

General Assembly of the Presbirterlaii Churcli* 

The following statements were made in the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, conven- 
ed in Pittsburgh in May, 1&6, and they have never 
been contradicted : 

He (Mr. Dickey) believed there, were many, and 
great eviki in the Presbyterian church ; but the doctrine 
of slaveholding, he was folly persuaded, was the worst 
heresy now found in the church. 

Mr. Stewart — I hope this Assembly are prepared to 
come out fully, and declare their sentiments that slave- 
holding is a most flagrant and heinous SIN. Leruji 
not pass it by in this indirect way, while so many thoit- 
sands and thousands of our fellow creatures are writhing 
under the lash, often inflicted too by mSnistera mid elders 
of the Presbffterian ehureh. 

In THIS CHURCH, a man may take a free-bom 
child, force it away from its parents, to whdtn GK>d gave 
it in charge, saying, ' Bring it up for me,' and sell it as a 
beast, or hold it in perpetual bondage, and not only es- 
cape corporeal punishment, but really be esteemed an 
excellent christian. A*ay, even minUtere of the Gospet, and 
doOors ofiiwnity^ may engage in this unholy tra&c, and 

yet sustain their high and holy calling. 

♦ ♦*♦♦♦ 

Elders, m^xsters and doctors ofdMnUy are with both hands 

engaged in the practice, 

♦ ' * * « * » 

This same Assembly, in 1816^ stmck-Q^t. ciC\.^^Ci^\!^^£»- 
820D of the Church the foWowm^iLcAA^ ^'^rs^nr.^ "^^^^^5^' 
stad which contained the docXiVue oi \Xi%Oksr^"^'«»^^ 
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riod. on the subject ofslaveholdiDg. The note was ap- 
pended to the one handred and forty-second question of 
the large catechism : 

1 Tim. i. 10. The law is made for man stealer*. This 
crime among the Jews exposed the perpetrators of it to 
capital punishment; Eiodus xxi. 16; and the apostle 
here classes them with sinners of th^ first rank. The 
word he uses, in its original import, comprehends all who 
are concerned in bringing any of the human race into 
slavery, or in retaining them in it, Homnivm furis^ qui 
stives vel libroa abducent^ retinent vendtmt, vel emunt, — 
Stealers of men are all those who bring o£f slaves or 
freemen, and keep, sell, or but them. To steal a free- 
maui says Grotius, is the highest kind of theft. In other ' 
instances, we only steal human property, but when we 
steal or retain men in slavery, we seize those who^ in 
common with ourselves, are constituted by the origmal 
grant, lords of the earth. Gen. i. 28. Vide Poli synopsm 

Methodist Church, in 1780. 

In the year 1780, the sentiments of the Metho- 
dist societies in this country were thus expressed 
upon this subject, in the minutes of the Conference 
far that year : 

The conference acknowledges that slavery is contrary to 
the laws of god, man and NATURE, and hurtful to society; 
CONTRARY TO THE DICTATES OF CON- 
SCIENCE AND PURE RELIGION ; and doing what 
toe would not that others should do unJtp us ; and they pass 
their disapprobation upon all our friends who keep staves, 
and they advise their freedom. 

And from Lee's History of the Methodists, page 101» 
we learn that the M. E. Church was organized, with a 
number of express rules upon this subject, which stipu- 
lated that slavery shotdd not be continued in this church. 
One of them was as follows : 

Every member in our society shall legally execute 
and record an instrument [for the purpose of setting 
every slave in his possession free,] within the space of 
two years* 
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Another was as follows : 

Every person concerned, who will not comply with 
these rales, shall have liberty qaietly to withdraw fro^ 
our society within the twelve months following,the notice 
being given him as aforesaid : — otherwise the assistant 
shall exclude him ^om the society. 

And again, another rule declared that : 

Those who bouf^kt or sold slaves, or gave them away, 
unless on purpose to free them, should be expelled 
immediately. 

And forty years a^o the discipline of this church 
contained the following directions upon the subject : 

The preachers and other members of oar society, 
are requested to consider the subject of negro slavery 
with deep attention ; and that they impart to the Gene- 
ral Conference through* the medium of the Yearly Con- 
ferences, or otherwise, any important thoughts upon 
the subject, that the Conference may ha.yeJktU lights in 
order to take further steps towards eradicating this enor- 
mous EVIL from that part of the church of God with 
which they are connected. The Annual Conferences 
are directed to draw up addresses for the gradual eman^ 
cipation of the slaves, to the legislatures of those states 
in which no general laws have been passed for that 
purpose. 'These addresses shall tirg«, m the most re* 
spectful, bat pointed manner, the necessity of a law for 
the gradual emancipation of slaves. Proper committees 
shaU be appointed by the Annual Conferences, out of 
the most respectable of our friends, for the conducting 
of the business ; and the presiding elders, elders, dea- 
cons, and travelling preachers, shall p^'ocure as many 
proper signatures as possible to the addresses, and give 
all the assistance in tneir power, in evert respect tq 
aid the committees, and to further this blessed undertak- 
^g. Let this be continued from year to year, till the 
desired end be accomplished. 
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General Conference of the HI* EU Church in 1836« 

But the above was long ago left out of the Di&cl- 
plioe of this church, and at the last session of its 
highest ecclesiastical body in Cincinnati, ill May, 
1836, the following resolution was adopted, yeas 
120, noes 14. 

Resolvedj by the delegates of the Annual Conferences, 
in the Oeneral Conference asaembiedj That they are deci- 
dedly opposed to modern abolitionism, and wholly dis- 
claim any right, wish, or intention to interfere in the 
civil and political relation between master and slave, as 
it exists ia the slave-holding states of this Union. 

A motion was made, to amend the above resola^ 
tion by putting in the words, ^ Although we are as 
much as ^ever convinced of the great evil of slave- 
ry," the language of the Disciplme, but this motion 
was lost. 

Testinumy of Rev* W« Winans, Methodist* 

At this same General Conference of the M. E. 
€hurch, the Rev. Mr. Winans, a prominent, popu- 
lar preacher, and a southern delegate, confessed 
himself there a slaveholder; solemnly asserted 
that <' it was important tp the interests of the slaves^ 
and in view of the question of slavery, that there be 
Christians who were slaveholders. Christian min- 
isters should be slaveholders, and diffused through- 
out the South. Yes, he repeated, there should be 
** members, and oeacons, and elders, and BISHOPS, 
too, who were slaveholders." 
^ Mr. Winans, in relating an anecdote in Confe- 
rence, to show the inexpediency of abolition efforts, 
as regards their influence on the prosperity of the 
southern church, intimated that the article in the 
Methodist Discipline on the subject of slavery, was, 
in fact, a dead letter^ 
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Testimony of Dr. Capers, Methodist. 

Dr. Capers in his speech, in mentioning various 
reasons why Methodists, after a certain date, be- 
came less odious to the people of the southern states, 
said — ** at length people oegan tb consider that 
many of them were slaveholders — why should they 
be insurrectionists 1" 

Again — ^the southern section of the Methodist 
church is now murmuring because slaveholding 
ministers are excluded from the highest offices in 
the churches — nay more — disunion is seriously, 
openly hinted at by prominent preachers in the 
South, if hereafter, the fact of a miifister being a 
slaveholder, is considered valid reason for withhold* 
ing from him the office of Bishop. 

Testimony of Prof. Hodge, Presbyterian. 

■ 

It is acknowledged, that, at the time of the Advent 
of Jesus Christ, slavery in its worst forms, prevailed 
over the world. The Saviour found it around him in 
Judea; the Apostles, met with it in Asia, Greece, and 
Italy. How did they treat it 1 Not by the denunciation 
of slaveholding as pecessarily sinful. The assumption 
that slaveholding is, in itself, a crime, is not only an er- 
ror, but it is an error fraught with evil consequence. 

Bib. Rep. jfprU, 1836. 

Testimony of W. B. Seabrook, of S. C. 

In the judgment of my fellow citizens, slavery is not 
inconsistent vnth the laws ofnaltwre, and of God, The Bible 
informs us, that it was established and sanctioned by 
DIVINE AUTuoiuTT evcu amoug the elect of Heaven. — £«* 
«ay, read before the AgricuUvrd Society qf St, Johns* CoHec- 
tion, 1836. 

Testimony of Bdward Brown, of S* Carolina* 

Slavery has ever been the step-ladder by which civiliz- 
ed countries have passed from Datbax^sTCLV<i^S:^>Jxi»i2Nss^. 
It appears, indeed, to be the <m^ ^XjaX^, ^V^'^^'^^;^'^ 
iBg the lore of iadMenAeucfe wA cS. t»s»^ >s^^^^^ ^^ 
6 
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man, to the discipline necessary to the supply of food, 
raiment, and shelter, necessary to his physical wants. — 
JVole« on the origin and necessity of iSZovery, 1826. 

Testimony of Dr* Dalcbo, of S« Carolina, £plBOopa^ 

Uan* 

Slavery is not forbidden by the Divine Law, so it is 
left to oar own jadgment whether we hold slaves or not. 

Practical ConsidaraHons, 4rc* 1823. 

Cliarleston Courier. 

We confidently pronounce, that he mnst wilfally 
shut his eyes against the broad and palpable light of 
^ truthj who will not acknowledge that the Old Testament 
conclnsively shows, that slavery, was not only not con- 
demned, bat received the express sanction of the Qod.of 
Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob.— 1835. 

Testimony of W« A« Duer, lili. D., Episcopalian* 

We deny that it is a crime. to retain [in slavery] those 
ignorant and helpless beings, who liave been cast npon 
[our] protection, as well as thrown into [oar] power by 
so act of their own. — 3d Jin. Rep, .Y. Y, City CoL Soeieh^, 

Testimony of the Ctnarterly Christian Spectator, 

Presbyterian. 

The Bible contains no explicit prohibition of slavery, it 
recognizes both in the Old Testament and in the ^w, 
such a constitation of society, and it lends its authority 
to enforce the mutual obligations resulting from that con- 
stituiion.— 1833. 

Testimony of Dr. R. Furman, Baptist* 

The right of holding slaves is clearly established in the 
Holy Scriptures, both oy precept and example. — ExposA- 
Hon of the views of the Baptists, addressed to the Governor ^ 
5. Carolina^ 1833. 

Testimony of T* R« Dew, Prof* of History, Metaphy- 
sics and Political IJaw, in William and Mary - 
College, Bpiscopalian* 

Slavery was established and BAiacjno«^i>^\s^ \>vrfl»%jQfl» 
thority, among eveiL the elect of Heviaw— ^^ Iviot^ 



PEBPETUITY OF AMERICAN SLAVERY. 63 

children of Israel. — Review of the Debate in theVirginia Le- 
gislature 0/1831 and 1832. 

Testinumy of Rer* £• D« Simms, Prof* of liang. Ran- 
dolph, Macon College, Methodist* 

These extracts from holy writ unequiyocally assert 

THE RIGHT OF PROPERTY IN SLA YES, tOgCthef with the USUrI 

incidents of that right ; such as the power of acquisition 
and disposition in various ways according to municipal 
regulations. The right to buy and sell, and to transmit 
to children by way of inheritance, is clearly stated^ The 
only restriction on the subject, is in reference to the fMar- 
ketym which slaves or bondmen were to be purchased. 

Upon the whole then, whether we consult the Jewish 
polity instituted by Gk)d himself; or the uniform opinion 
and practice of mankind in all ages of the world : or the 
injunctions of the New Testament and the Moral Law ; 
we are brought to the conclusion, that Slavery is not im- 
moral. 

Having established the point, that the first African 
slaves were legally brought into bondage, the right to 
detain their children in bondage follows as an indispen- 
sable consequence. 

Thus we see, that the Slavery which exists in Ameri- 
ca, was fovnded in right, 

I Testimony of Rev* E* Hedding, D* D,, Methodist* 

The right to hold a slave is founded on this rule, 

' Therefore, all things whatsoe/er ye would, that men 

. should do to you, do ye even so to them ; for this is the 

law and the prophets.' — Ch, Ad. and JowmaX^ Oct, 20th, 

1837. 

Testfanimy of Rev* G* W* Freeman, Episcopalian* 

No man nor set of men in our day are entitled to pro- 
nounce it WRONG— and we may add that slavery, as it 
exists at the present day, is agreeable to the order of 
DrviNE Providence. — Sermon, AVw. 1836. 

The ^ Counter Appeal," Methodist* 

The general rule of ChristianUy not onl^ ^lertmt&^^iutvN 
snpposaole circiunstftaces,eii3CMM a twftXv»MMWi*^^^^*.'wa^ 
/«rV auiharUy. 
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We say then, that this text in Col. iii. 23—25, proves 
to a demonstratiotit that in the primitive Christian charck 
at Colossej under the Apostolic eye, and with the Apos- 
tolie sanction, the rdaHon of master and slave was permUUd 
to subsist, 

1 Cor. vii. 20-23. 

This text seems mainly to enjoin and sanction the fit- 
ting continuance of their present social relations ; the 
freeman was to remain free, and the slave, unless eman* 
cipation should ofier, was to remain a slave. 

The New Testament, enjoins obedience linon the slave 
as an obligation due to a present righykU authority. 

W. FHsk, John Lindsey, Bartholomew Otheman^ HexO" 
kiah S, Ramsdell, Edward T. 7\iyZor, Jacob Sanborn^ H. 
H. White.— J}Iarch 27, 1835. 

Testimony ef Prof; Whedon, Methedist. 

There were Christian or believing slaveholders in the 
[primitive] Christian church. Now whatever SovXh 
means, here (1 Tim. vi. 2) despotai are unequivocally 
slaveholders, who are brethren, faithful and beloved parta- 
kers of the [gospel} benefit, — Zion's Herald of March 90^ 
1836. 

Testimony of the Rev. W»Fis]E,D* D«, Mefhodist. 

The relation of master and slave, may and doaa, in 
many cases, exist^ under such circumstances, as free the 
master from the just charge and guilt of immorality. — 
Letter to Rev. T. MerriU. 

TestinMmy of Rev* IT* Bangs, D.D., Metiiodlstw 

It appears evident, that however much the apostle 
might nave deprecated slavery as it then existed 
throughoat the Roman empire, he did not feel it his duty, 
as an ambassador of Christ, to disturb those relations 
which subsisted between masters and servants by de- 
nouncing slaverv as such a mortal sin that they eoiid n^ 
be servants of Christ in such a relation. — Christ. .^4 ma 
Journal, M. 431. 

Tlie foregoing extracts are not quoted here to 
prove that each of the authors of iXiem ^«&MS«^\ft 
ywi^ or defend slavery as a st^stem. "ft^ ""^ VSdJo^ 
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tliey do prove beyond a doubt, that the sentiment 
prevails very extensively throughout this nation, 
among professors of religion, ministers of the Gros- 
pel, presidents of colleges, &c. &c., that, the act of 
slaveholding is, not in itself, sinful; and conse- 
quently it follows* that a great change must take 
place m the views of this nation before slavery will 
ever be abolished. 



CHAPTER zi. 
PRACTICAL SLAVERY. 

What is slavery in practice ? Many suppose that 
it often exists under some peculiar " circumstances" 
which, some how or other, *' free the slaveholder 
from the just charge and guilt of immorality." 
What those ** peculiar circumstances" are, however, 
we are not told. 

We have had many fine spun theories on "slave- 
ry in the abstract ;" but it matters but little, to the 
poor slave what slavery is in the abstract, its prac- 
tice, however, is every thing to him. Hence, we 
think it proper to sive a few racts like the following, 
as a work of this kind might be justly considered 
incomplete without them. In readmg tne following 
items, let it be remembered, that the^ describe sucn 
cases; precisely, as are occo'ning m the midst of 
slavery, every day ; slavery never did, and never 
will exist in any country, without perpetrating 
cripes like the following. We dd^ not mean by this, 
that there are no enslavers who do not inflict cor- 
poreal cruelties upon the persona of th.e« sla-vesiN 
but we mean .to. say, UiaX A»N«t^ ^sKKfiaN. ^!&^^w®\^ 
did exist without its ei»at,«afiVi»«»'M«^^'^^ 
ed. 

6* 
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The following items are selected from a most in* 
teresting work entitled, " Narrative of Charles Ball, 
who was forty years a slave in Maryland, South 
Carolina and Georgia." In reading these extracts, 
it should be remembered, that the story this slave 
tells of himself, is true to the life, and similar nar« 
latives might be given by thousands of others in this 
land who are now in chains, and not suffered to 
speak for themselves. 

Separatien of parents and children* 

At the time I was sold I was qaite naked, having ne- 
vez had any clothing in my life y bat my new master had 
brought with him a child's frock, or wrapper, belongisg 
to one of his own children — and after he purchased me, 
he dressed me in this garment, took me before him on 
his horse, and started home ; but my poor mother, when 
she saw me leaving her for the last time, ran after me, 
took me down fVom the horse, clasped me in her arms, 
and wept loudly and bitterly over me. My master seem- 
ed to pity her, and endeavored to soothe her distress by 
telling her that he would be a good master to me, and 
that I should not want any thing. She then, still hold- 
ing me in her arms, walked along the road beside the 
horse, as he moved slowly, and earnestly and imploring- 
ly besought my master to buy her and the rest of her 
cnildren, and not permit them to be carried away by the 
negro buyers; but whilst thus entreating him to save 
her and her family, the slave-driver who had first bought 
ber, came running in pursuit of her with a raw hide in 
his hand. When he overtook us, he told her he was 
her master now, and ordered her to give that little negro 
to its owner, and come back with him. 

Mv mother then turned to him and cried — * Oh, mas- 
ter, do not take me from my child !' Without making 
any reply, he gave her two or three heavy blows on^the 
shoulders with his raw hide, snatched me from ner 
arms, handed me to my master, and seizing her by one 
juw, dragged her back towards the i^lat^e of «a.le. My 
Boaater thea gaickened the pace of Yds Ylo'toa \ «xA «& ^t^ 
^''mnced, the eriea of my poor paxtA^ bec^swe xaotfe «ft\ 
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more indistiDct. At length, they died away in the dis- 
tance, and I never again heard the voice of my poor mo- 
ther. Young as I was, the horrors of that day sank 
deeply into my heart— and even at this time, though half 
a centnry has elapsed, the terrors of the scene retani 
irith painful vividness upon my memory. Frightened 
at the sight of the cruelties inflicted upon my poor mo- 
ther, I forgot my own sorrows at partmg from her, and 
clang to my new master as an angel and saviour, when 
compared with the hardened fiend into whose power she 
had fallen. — She had been a kind and good mother to 
me— had warmed me in her bosom in the cold nights of 
.winter, and had oflen divided the scanty pittance of food 
allowed her by her mistress between my brothers, and 
sisters, and me, and gone supperless to bed herself. 
Whatever victuals she could obtain beyond the coarse 
food, salt fish, and corn bread allowed to slaves on the 
Patuxent and Potomac rivers, she carefully distributed 
among her children, and treated us with all the tender- 
ness which her own miserable condition would permit. 
I have no doubt that she was chained and driven to Ca» 
rolina, and toiled out the residue of a forlorn and famish- 
ed existence in the rice swamps or indigo fields of the 
South. 

Mv father never recovered from the efiects of the 
shock which this sadden and overwhelming ruin of his 
fkmily gave him. He had formerly been of a gay, so- 
cial temper ; and when he came to see us on a Saturday 
night, he always brought us a little present, such as the 
means of a poor slave would allow — apples, melons, 
sweet potatoes, or, if he could proeare. nothing else, a lit- 
tle parched com, which tasted better in our cabin, be- 
canse he had brought it. 

Separation ef Families* 

My master kept a store at a small village on the bai^k 

of the patuxent river, called B , although he resided 

at some distance on a farm. One morning he rose early, 
and ordered me to take a yoke of oxen and go to the vvl- 
lage. to bring home a cart wliiOi *«%.« \^«t«^ ^v)N3i%\)l^ 
woald follow me. He arrived aX x\ke ^riXVaiiit >«Kys^ ik&^ 
I did, and took his breakfast mOiYiV»itot«^««^«t« 
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then told me to come into the house and get my break- 
fast. Whilst I was eating in the kitchen, I observed bim 
talking earnestly, but lowly, to a stranger near the kitch- 
en door. I soon afier went out, and hitched my oxen to 
the cart, and was about to drive off, when several men 
came round about me, and amongst them the stranger 
whom I had seen speaking with my mastor.^-^This man 
came up to me, and, seizing me by the collar, shook me 
violently, saying I was his property and must go with 
him to Georgia. At the sound of these words, the 
thoughts of iny wife and children rushed across my 
mind-— and my heart died away within me. I saw and 
knew that my case was hopeless, and that resistance was 
vain, as there were near twenty persons present, all of 
whom were ready to assist the man by whom I was kid* 
napped. I felt incapable of weeping or speaking, and in 
my despair I laughed loudly. Mv purchaser ordered 
i)ie to cross my hands behind, whicn were quickly bound 
with a strong cord; and he then told me that we must 
set out that very day for the South. I asked if I could 
not be allowed to go to see my wife and children, or if 
Uiis could not be permitted, if they might not have leave 
to come and see me>-but was told that I would be alite 
to ffet another wife in Georgia. 

My new master, whose name I did not hear, took me 
that same day across the Patuzent, where I joined fifty- 
one other slaves, whom he had bought in Maryland. 
Thirty-two of these were men, and nineteen were wo* 
men. The women were merely tied together with a rope 
about the size of abed cord,which was tied like a halter 
round the neck of each ; but the men, of whom I was the 
stoutest and strongest, were very differently caparisoned. 
A strong iron collar was stronglv fitted by means of a 
padlock, round each of our necks. A chain of iron, 
about a hundred feet in length, was passed through the 
hasp of each padlock, except at the two ends, where the 
hasps of the padlocks passed through a link of the chain. 
In addition to this, we were handcuffed in pairs, with 
iron staples and bolts, with a short chain, about a foot 
lonff, uniting the handcuffs and their wearers in pairs. 
In oils manner we were chained alternately by the right 
Mild Jeit hukd ; and the pooT mvsi to ^liotcL I was tniis 
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ironed, wept like an infant when the blacksmith, with 
his heavy hammer, fastened the ends of the bolts that 
kept the staples from slipping from our arms. For Snj 
own part, I felt indifferent to my fate. It appeared to 
me, that the worst had come, that could come, and that 
•no change of fortune could harm ihe. 

Feelings of a fiither. 

Long after the subject of this narrative had been 
parted from his wife and children in Maryland, and 
nad passed from one master to another, be was 
taken to a plantation in South Carolina, and direct- 
ed to lodge in a cabin, which is thus described : — 

I followed my new friend to his cabin, which I found 
to be the habitation of himself, his wife, and five child- 
ren. The only furniture in this cabin consisted of a few 
blocks of wood for seats ; a short bench, made of pine 
boar^, which served as a table ; and a small bed in one 
corner, composed of a mat, made of common rushes, 
spread upon some corn husks, pulled and split into fine 
pieces, and kept together by a narrow slip of wood, con- 
fined to the floor by wooden pins. There was a common 
iron pot standing beside the chimney, and several wood- 
en spoons and dishes hung against the wall. Several 
blauKets also hung against the wall upon wooden ptos. 
An old box, made of pine boards, without either lock or 
hinges, occupied one corner. 

At the time I endered this humble abode, the mistress 
was not at home. She had not yet returned from the 
field— having been sent, as the husband informed me, 
with some other people, late in the evening, to do some 
work in a field about two miles distant. I found a child 
about a year old, lying on the mat bed, and a little girl 
about four years old sitting beside it. 

These children' were entirely naked, and when we 
came to the door, the elder rose Irom its place and ran to 
its father, and clasping him around one of his knees, said, 
* Now we shall get good supper.' The father laid his 
hand upon the head of his naKed child, and stood silent- 
ly looking in its face— which was turned upwards to- 
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wards his own for a moment— and then tnrning to me, 
said, 'Did you leave an^ children at homel' The 
scene before me — the question propoonded-and the man- 
ner of this poor man and his child, caused my heart to 
swell until my breast seemed too small to contain it. My 
soul fled back upon the wings of faocy to my wife's low- 
ly dwelling in Maryland — where I had been so often 
met on a Saiurday evening, when I had paid them my 
weekly visit, by my own Tittle ones, who clang to my 
knees for protecticm and support, even as the poor little 
wretch now before me seized upon the weary limb of its 
hapless and destitute father, hoping that, naked as he 
was, (for he, too was naked, save only the tattered re- 
mains of a pair of old trousers,) he would bring with his 
return at evening its customary scanty supf)er. I was 
unable to reply, but stood motionless, leaning against 
the walls of the cabin. My children seemed to flit by 
the door in the dusky twilight; and the twittering of a 
swallow, which that moment fluttered over my head, 
sounded in my ear as the infantile tittering of my own 
little boy ; but on a moments reflection, I knew that we 
were separated without the hope of ever again meeting— 
that they no more heard the welcome tread of my feet, 
and could never again receive the little gifts with which, 
poor as I was, I was accustomed to present them. I was 
far from the place of my nativity, in a land of strangers, 
with no one to care for me beyond the care that a mas- 
ter bestows upon his ox— with all mv future life one 
long, waste, barren desert, of cheerless, hopeless slavery, 
to be varied only by the pangs of hunger, and the stings 
of the lash. 

A slave mother. 

^As we went out in the morning, I observed several 
women, who carried their young children in their arms 
to the field. These mothers laid their children at the 
side of the fence, or under the shade of the cotton plants, 
whilst they were at work ; and when the rest of as went 
to get water, they would go to give sack to their child- 
ren^ requesting some one to bring them water in gourds, 
which they were careful to carry to the field with them. 
Oneyoxmg woman did not, like the others, leave her 
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child at the end of the row, but had contrived a sort of 
rude knapsack, made of a piece of coarse linen cloth, in 
which she fastened her cnild, which was yery young, 
upon her back — and in this way carried it all day, ana 
'performed her task at the hoe with the other people. 

I pitied this woman ; and as we were going home at 
night, I came near her, and spoke to her. Perceiving 
as soon as she spoke, that she had not been brought up 
amount the slaves of this plantation— for her language 
was different from theirs — I asked her why she did not 
do as the other women did, and leave her child at the end 
of the row in the shade. * Indeed,' said she, 4 cannot 
leave my child in the weeds amongst the snakes. What 
would be my feelin|[s if I should leave it there, and a 
scorpion were to bite it? Besides, my child cries so 
piteottsly when I leave it alone in the field, that I cannot 
bear to hear it. Poor thing ! I wish we were both in the 
grave, where all sorrow is forgotten.' 

I asked this woman, who did not appear to be more 
than twenty years old, how long she had been here, and 
where she came from. * I have been here,' said she, * al- 
most two years — and came from the Eatstem Shore. I 
once lived as well as any lady in Maryland. I was bom 
a slave in the family of a gentleman whose name was Le 
Oompt. My master was a man of property — lived on 
his estate, and entertained much company. My mis- 
tress, who was very kind to me, made me her nurse, when 
I was abo# ten years old, and put me to live with her 
own children. I grew up amongst her daughters, not as 
liieir equal and companion, but as a favored and indulg- 
ed servant.' I was alwa^ well dressed, and received a 
portion of all the delicacies of their table. I wanted no- 
thing, and had not the trouble of providing even for my- 
self. I believe there was not a happier being in the 
world than I was. At present, none can bie more 
wretched.* 

After giving an account of prGvions hardships and 
perils, and how she was finally kidnapped and carried 
off. she thnscotkcludes her story: 

' When we commenced our journey for the South, 
we were abont sixty in number. The men were chained 
together, bat the women were all left quite at liberty. 
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At the end of three weeks, we reached Savannah river, 
qpiposite the town of Angasta, where we were sold om 
by onr owner. Our present master was there, and pur- 
chased me and another woman, who has been at work in 
the field to-day. 

Soon after I was brongrht home, the overseer compelled 
me to be married to a man I did not like. He is a na- 
tive of Africa, and still retains the manners and religion 
of his country. He has not been with us to-day, as he is 
sick, and under the care of the doctor. I must hasten 
home to get my supper, and go to rest — and glad I should 
be, if I were never to rise again. 

I have several times been whipped unmercifully, be- 
cause I was not strong enough to do as much work with 
the hoe as the other women who have lived all their 
lives on this plantation, and have been accustomed from 
their infancy to work in the field. 

For a long time after i was brought here, I thought it 
would be impossible for me to live on the coarse and 
scanty food with which we are supplied. When I con- 
trast my former happiness with my present misery, I 
pray for death to deliver me from my sufferings.' 

The narrative ^ives an account of the death of this 
poor woman, which took place soon after the con- 
Yersation above described. 

Flogging. ^ 

Two slaves had been convicted and hanged for 
murder : the following punishment was dealt out to 
one who happened to be in the house at the time 
the murder was committed : — 

I had often seen black men whipped, and had always, 
when the lash was applied with great severity, heard 
the sufferer cry out and hee for mercy— but in this case, 
Hut pain inflicted by the double blows of the hickory 
was so intense, that Bill^ never uttered to much as a 
groan ; and I do not believe he breathed for the space 
of two minutes after he received the first strokes. He 
shrank his body close to the trunk of the tree, aroand 
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which his arms and legs were lashed, drew his shoulders 
up to his head, like a dying man, and trembled, or ra- 
ther shivered, in all his members. The blood flowed 
from the commeDcement, and in a few minutes lay in 
small puddles at the root of the tree. I saw i^kes of 
flesh as long as my finger, fall out of the gashes in his 
back ; and I beliere he was insensible during all th# 
time that he was receiving the last two hundred lashes. 
When the whole five hundred lashes had been 
counted by the person appointed to perform this duty, 
the half dead body was unbound, and laid in ine 
shade of the tree upon which I sat. The ^^entlemen 
who had done the whipping, eight or ten in .num- 
ber, being joined by their friends, then came under the 
tree, and drank punch until their dinner was made ready, 
under a booth oi green boughs, at a short distance. 

Cat-hawling. 

A whole gang of slaves had been flogged to make 
one of them confess that he had stolen a hog. Fi- 
nally, one was fixed upon as the culprit, and the 
following method taken for his punishment : — 

A boy was then ordered to get up, run to the house, 
and bring a cat, which was soon produced. The cat, 
which was a large grey tom-cat, was then taken by the 
well-dressed gentleman, and placed upon the bare back 
of the prostrate black man, near the shoulders, and forci- 
bly dragged by the tail down the back, and along the 
bare thighs of the sufierer. The cat sunk his nails into 
the flesh, and tore ofi* pieces of the skin with his teeth. 
The man roared with the pain of this punishment, and 
would have rolled along the ground, nad he not have 
been held in his place by the force of four other slaves, 
each one of whom confined a hand or a foot. As soon 
as the cat was drawn from him, the man said he would 
tell who stole the hog, and confessed that he and several 
others, three of whom were then holding, had stolen the 
hog— killed, dressed, and eaten it. In return for this 
iM>nfession, the overseer said he should have another 
touch of the cat, which was aj^ain drawn alonj;^ his back, 
not as before, from the head downwards, but firom below 

7 
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the hips to the head. The man was then permitted to 
rise, and each of those who had been named by him a» 
a participator in stealing the hofi^, was compelled to lie 
down, and have the cat twice drawn along his back — 
first downwards, and then upwards. After the termina* 
tion of this punishment, each of the sufferers was washed 
with salt water by a black woman, and they were then 
all dismissed. 

This was the most excruciating pnnishment that I 
ever saw infiicted on black people— and, in my opinion, 
it is very dangerous, for the claws ot the cat are poison^ 
ons, and woun^ made by them are yery subject to in* 
fiaxnmation. 

Bf etbod of capturiug runaways. 

Occasionally, armed parties of whites go in pursuit 
of them, who make no secret of their determination to 
shoot down all that refuse to surrender— which they 
sometimes do. In one instance a negro who was closely 
pursued, instead of heeding the order to surrender, 
waded into a shallow pond beyond the reach of his pur- 
suers : refusing still to yield, he was shot through the 
heart by one of the party. This occurred near Natchez, 
but no notice was taken oi it by the civil authorities ; 
but in this they were consistent, for the city patrols or 
night watch aie allowed to do the same thing with im- 
punity, though it is authorized by no law. 

Another mode of capturing rimaways is by blood- 
hounds ; this I hope is rarely done. An instance was 
related to me in Ctairbome Co., Miss. A runaway was 
heard about the house in the night The hound was pitt 
upon his track, and in the morning was found watchmg 
the dead body of the negro. The dogs are trained Ur 
this service while young. A negro is directed tu go into 
the woods, and secure himself upon a tree. When suf- 
ficient time has elapsed for doing this, the hound is put 
npon his track. The blacks also are compelled to worry 
them till they make them their implacable enemies;: 
and it is common to meet with doss, which will take nd 

• notice of whites, though entire strangers, but will suffer 
no black beside the house servants to enter the yard. 

Captured ranaways are confined in jail till claimed h^ 
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their owners. If they are not claimed within the time 
pfescribed by law, they are sold at public sale, and in 
the mean time are employed as scavengers with a heavy 
Imli and chain fastened to one of their ancles. — N, Y* 
Evaitigtlist, Jan. 31. 1835. 

Shocking Barbarities. 

Yesterday at about ten o'clock, the dwelling hoato of 
a Mr. Lalaurie, corner Royal and Hospital streets, was 
discovered to be on fire, and whilst the engines were 
occapied in extinguishing it, it was rumored, that se- 
veral slaves were kept chained in some of the apart- 
ments. The crowd rushed in to their deliverance, and 
amongst others, Mr. Canonge, Judge of the criminal 
conrr, who demanded of Mr. and Mrs. Lalaurie, where 
these poor creatures were kept, which they obstinately 
refused to disclose, when Mr. Canonge with a manly 
and praiseworthy zeal rushed into the kitchen, which 
was on fire, followed by two or three young men, and 
brought forth a negro woman, found there chained. She 
was covered with bruises and wounds from severe flog- 
ging. All the apartments were then forced open. In a 
room on the ground floor, two more were found chained 
and in a deplorable condition. Upst^rs and in the gar- 
ret, four more were found chained, some so weak as to 
be unable to walk, and al I covered with wounds and 
sores. One, a mulatto boy, declares himself to have been 
chained for five months, being fed daily with only a 
handful of meal, and receiving every morning the 
most cruel treatment. One of the poor slaves was rot- 
ten with sores, and in them were found numbers of liv- 
ing creatures.— AVw Orleofna J^ercantUe AdotrtiseT, 

Burning alive* 

Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Some time during the last week, one of those outran 
geous transaction», and we really think disgraceful to 
the character of civilized man, took place near the north- 
east boundary line of Perry, adjoining Bibb and Antau- 
ga counties. The circumstances, we are informed bj a 
gentleman from that county, are that a Mr. McNeiUy 
having lost some clothing or other property of no 
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great value, the slave of a neighboring planter was 
charged with the theft. McNeilly in company with his 
brother, found the negro driving his master's wagon ; 
they seized him, and either did, or were about to chas- 
tise him, when the negro stabbed McNeilly, so that he 
died in an hour afterwards. The negro was taken be- 
fore a justice of the peace, who after serious deliberation 
waived his authority, perhaps through fear, as the crowd 
of persons from the above counties had collected to the 
number of seventy or eighty men near Mr. People's, the 
Justice's house. He acted as president of the mob, and 
put the vote, when it was decided he should be immedi» 
ately executed by bbino burnt to death. The sable cul- 
prit was led to a tree and tied to it, ahd a large quantity 
of pine knots collected and placed around him ; anQ the 
fatal torch applied to the pile even against the remon-« 
strances of several gentlemen who were present, and 
the miserable being was in a short time burnt to 
ashes. 

This is the second negro, who has been thus burnt to 
death, without judge or jury in that county. v.^v^ 

On the 2Sth of April, 1836, a negro was burnt alive at 
St. Louis by a numerous mob. The Alton Telegraph 
gives the following particulars : — 

All was silent as death. While the executioners were 
piling wood around the victim he said not a word. Pro- 
oably feeling that the flames had seized upon him, he ut- 
tered an awful howl, attempting to sing and pray : he 
then hung his head and suffered in silence, excepting in 
the following instance. After the flames had surrounded 
their prey, and when his clothes were in a blaze all over 
him, his eyes burnt out of his head, and his mouth seem-, 
ingly parched to a cinder, some one in the crowd, more 
compassionate than the rest, proposed to put an end to 
his misery by shooting him, when it was replied, that 
would be of no use, since he was already out of pain. 
*NoI no!' said the wretch^ 'lam not— I am suffering 
as much as ever. Shoot me, shoot me I' No, no, said 
one of his friends, who was standing about the sacri- 
fice they were roasting, he shall not be shot. I would 
sooner slacken the fire if that would increase his mi-. 
8€ry, And the man who said this wi^, we understand^ 
«ir oaeer of justice. 
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We understand, says the New Orleans Post of 
Jane the 7ih, 1836, that a negro man was lately 
condemned by the mob to be burned over a slow fire, 
which was put into execution at Grand Gulf, Mi., 
for murdering a black woman and her master, Mr. 
Green, a respectable citizen of that place, who attempted 
to save her irom the clutches of this monster. 
, We have been informed, says the Arkansas Gazette 
of the 29th Oct. 1836, that the slave William, who 
murdered his master (Hiukey) some weeks since, and 
several negroes, was taken by a party a few days 
since' from the sheriff of Hotspring and burned alive ! 
Yes, tied up to the limb of a tree, a fire built under him 
and consumed in a slow and lingering tortuie. 

Separation oi a Wifis from her Husliaud and Children* 

Sabbath, 29th ^aly, I went to three places of wor- 
ship, and heard most excellent preaching and fervent 
praying ; but, amone all these ministers and members, 
no prayer was offered for the poor slaves. But all seem- 
ed to be as happy as thougn the millennial day had 
ushered in. 

Nothing had occurred up to this time to mar my hap- 
piness, or to make my visit unpleasant — and if I had left 
Philadelphia, then, 1 should have entertained my family 
and friends, on my return home, by relating to inem the 
beauty, the regularity, and the splendor of this great city. 
But, it was otherwise ; and I hare now to relate one of 
the mo&t painful, as well as moat disgraceful transactions 
that my eyes ever witnessed, the thoughts of which make 
my blood chill and my heart sick. 

On the first of August, as I was walking in Chesnut- 
street, near the Court House, I saw many people, both 
white and colored, going in. 1 Inquired the cause, and 
was told that a person claimed as a fugitive was to be 
tried. 1 went in ; but, the person claimed as property had 
been tried, and the Judge was about to deliver his opi- 
nion. The house was filled—and all seemed to be wait- 
ing with the deepest anxiety. Soon the door opened, and 
the Sheriff entered, followed by a/emn/e, whose appear- 
ance was that of a white lady ; she was in idicate circam- 
stances^was leaning upon the arm other husband ; the^ 
7* 
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adyaneed slowly, and with great anxiety upon their 
countenances, and took their seats, with their eyes Axed 
<m the judge. All was silent as the grave. 

The judge now commenced with tne testimony, which 
was, that this woman came to this city about five years 
age---that during this time she was married — thatshe was 
the mother of one male child, which was said to be enUrthf 
wkUe, and was now about two years old. Alter going 
through all the testimony, he seemed to come to a pause. 
This was a moment of awful suspense to this innocent 
female, as she sat trembling and pale, supported by her 
husband. Soon the judge broke silence, by pronouncing 
her a slave. No sooner had the words fallen from his 
lips, * I must give a warrant to take you back,' than she 
screamed and fell on the floor — her cries might have 
been heard far off, * O, my child, my child ; — O, my 
dear, dear husband, / cannot^ etmnot leave yoiiJ While 
her husband appeared to be trying to comtbit her, and 
was attempting to raise her up, with eyes streaming with 
grief, I heard a voice, saying, * Take her to jail.' She 
was immediately surrounded by a number of oflicers, 
taken up— put into a close carriage, and hurried oflf, ut- 
tering the xxxost heart-rending cries that ever fell upon 
my ears. I teamed aside to give vent to my feelings in 
a flood of tears.— Zi(m*« Watchman of Sept. 2; 1837. 

But it would far transcend the proper limits of this 
.little work to give a thousandth part of the facts 
which might be adduced under this head. The fore- 
going, however, are stxfficient to show the reader 
what American slavery is in the concrete— the 
wrongs which millions of our countrymen are lia- 
ble to be doomed to suffer every day, without any 
redress, or even the privilege of complaining. 

" Let sorrow bathe each blushing cheek. 
Bend piteous o'er the tortured slave. 

Whose wrongs compassion cannot speak, 
Whose only refuge is the grave." 
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IMMEDIATE EMANCIPATION. 

We mean by this, 

1. That the slave owner, so tar as he is persoD- 
ally concerned, should cetue immediately to hold or 
to use human beings as his properly. And is there 
one slave ownec ia the nation who cannot do this! 
If there be one, then he must be set down as turn 
eompot jnentii, or an idiot. Every intelligent being 
in tne universe of God, can do right ; and no man . 
ia the world can be compelled by law, or circum- 
stances, to do wrong. 

2. That the master, so far as he ia personally * 
Concerned,8hould immediately offer to employ those 
whom he has held as his property, as free hired la- 
borers ; he should not turn them loose upon society) 
uncared for and unprotected, but he should treat 
them as men, and give them the liberty of choicei 
whether to remain in his employ at fiir wages, 
or not. 

3. So far as the State is concerned, it should an- 
nihilate the right of man to hold man as property ; 
and all who are now slaves ^ould be immediately 
brought under the protection and restraint of auila- 
bU and impartial lava. But the want of action on 
the part of any State government should not, and 
need not, hinaer any one from doing his dutyas 
above described, any more than the want of laws in 
MassachusettB should binder any one from ceasing 
to manufacture and use intoxicating liquors. Laws 
will be enacted for the suppression of intemperance 
in each of the States, just as soon as the habits of 
the people and public opinion call for them ; nor iii< 
deed would they be of much use, were they to be 
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enacted before this; and just so with regard to 
slavery, when the habits of the people, and public 
opinion are sufficiently set against the sin of slave- 
holding, the States where slavery exists will com- 
mence legislation upon the subject. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

EXPLANATION. 

Emancipation from slavery does not confer the right 
ol suffrage, bat we contend tnat colored persons should 
be allowed its exeicise, as soon as theypossess the qua- 
lifications required of other citizens. They should also 
be aided and countenanced in their endeavors, by moral 
and intellectual culture, to become respectable ajid nse- 
iul members of society. 

We do not ask that they shall be harassed, and the 
country burdened bv an oppressive and vexatious system 
of apprenticeship mr grown men, as in Jamaica — but 
that they shall be employed as free laborers and paid 
equal and just wages, as in Bermuda and Antigua, 
where they are industrious and happy, and their em- 
ployers safe and prosperous. 

By the abolition oi slavery we mean simply the repeal 
of the iniquitous slave code — the abolition of the un* 
righteous things wherein slavery consists— rthe restora- 
tion of men from the condition of * chattels' to the cob* • 
dition of rational beings. If there are any reasons why 
this abolition should not take place noio, they are reasons 
which will be equally valid, in all ^ure time. And they 
are reasons urged against the inalienable rights of manf and 
the immutable laws of God ! — R, L Ji, Slavery Convention, 



SAnETT OF XmCEDIATS UfANCIFATION. 81 



CHAPTEK XIV, 

FACTS DEMONSTEATING THE SAFETY OF 

IMMEDIATE AND UNCONDITIONAL 

EMANCIPATION. 

To say that immediate emancipation is not safe, is to 
say that it is not safe for haman beii^gs to obey their 
Creator. 

To deny the safety of immediate emancipation, is to 
donbt the first principles of common sense — the operas 
tionsof moral cause and effect — and the testimony of uni- 
versal experience and history. The writings of Clark- 
, son and Stewart have triumphantly established this 

Joint, and the world has been challenged in vain to pro- 
uce an instance of starvation or bloodshed, in conse- 
quence of emancipation. 

To say that immediate emaucipation is not safty is to 
say that it is not safe for Kwaioai beings to be free ! It is 
to say, what the despots of all ages and nations have 
said, and still say — that the laboring classes ofmankvud are 
incapable of self-government^ and ought to be kept un- 
der the control of their superiors ! — R, I, A, Convention, 

m 

St* Donodngo. 

A civil war broke out in this Island, in J^ne, 1793, 
between the republicans and planters. The latter 
called in the aid of Great Britain ; upon which the 
republicans proclaimed immediate freedom to about 
six hundred thousand slaves, and armed them 
against their foes. No evil consequence followed ; 
every thing went on prosperously till eight years af- 
terwards, when the French planters attempted to 
reduce the blacks again to slavery. 

Gaudaloupe* 

In 1794^ eigtl\y-five thousand slaves were set free 
ill this Island, where there was a j^pulation of on- 
ly thirteen thousand whites. No disasters followed. 
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Republic of Colombia. 

All the slaves who had fought for this republic 
were emancipated in 1821. 

Slavery- was abolished in Mexico in 1829. No 
insurrection followed as the consequence. 

Cape Colony. 

Thirty thousand Hottentots were emancipated 
here in 1823, with perfect safety. 

British West Indies. 

It would much exceed our limits to give a minute 
account of emancipation in each of these islands. 
On the 1st of August, 1884, the British Parliament 
emancipated eight hundred thousand slaves in the 
dependencies of that government. In each of 
the islands except Antigua and Bermuda, a system 
of apprenticeship' was adopted : but in these, thirty- 
four thousand six hundred and fifty slaves were set 
instantly and unconditionally free, and not the 
slightest difficulty has followed. 

In the other islands, which adopted a gradual sys- 
tem of emancipation, the slaves have not done as 
well as those who were set unconditionally free, but 
in no island has any thing occurred to confirm the 
fears entertained by the slaveholders on setting their 
slaves free. And hence we may boldljr affirm, that 
the experiment which has now been tried for three 
years m the West India Islands, demonstrates to the 
civilized world, the duty, the safet}^ of immediate, 
unconditional, and universal emancipation. 

Testimony of twenty-four Wesleyan lUissionariei* 

Resolutions passed at a meeting of tfie Wesleyan Missiona^ 
lies of the Antigua District^ assembled at St. Johns,Antigtui, 
Feb, 7, 1837. 

1. That the emancipation of the slaves of the West 
ladies, while it was an act of nndonbted justice to that 
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oppressed people, has operated most favorably in far- 
thering the triumphs of the gospel, by removing one pro- 
lific sonrce of unmerited suspicion of religious teacher^, 
and thus opening a door to their more extensive labors 
and usefnlness-^by furnishing a greater portion of time 
for the service of the negro, and thus preventing the con- 
tinuance of unavoidable Sabbath desecrations, in labor 
and neglect of the means of grace — and in its operations 
as a stimulus to proprietors and other influential gentle- 
men, to encourage religious education and the wide dis- 
semination of the Scriptures, as an incentive to indus- 
try dnd good order. 

2. That while the above statements are true with re- 
ference to all the islands, even where the system of ap- 
prenticeship prevails, they are especially applicable to 
Antigua, wnere the results of the great measure of eu" 
tirefreedom^ so humanely and judiciously granted by the 
legislature, cannot be contemplated without the most de- 
vout thanksgivings to almighty God. 

(Signed) James Cox, Chairman^ 

,Snd twenhf'four others. 



CHA?TEE XV» 

PACTS DEMONSTRATING THE DANGER OP 
CONTINUED SLAVERY. 

,Xtlfl» InsurrectioD^ in New York. 

1. In 1712, a plot was formed by a number of 
slavas in New York, to obtain their liberty by mas- 
sacreing the whites. They killed a number of per- 
sons, and eighteen of them were put to death for re- 
bellion. 

ItflO* Murder In Soutli Carolina. 

2. A Mr. Cottle, a negro boy, and a white wo- 
man were murdered, in South Carolina, in 1720. 
Three slaves suffered deatk aa^^^ co\ai^^^\3iKft« 



84 DANOES OF OOXTHnnED SLAVEBT. 

1 T flS* Insurrectloii in Savaiiiiati. 

3. An insurrection in Savannah, Gra., in 1718, 
by the slaves. They were fired upon twice. Their 
design was to destroy all the whites in order to ob- 
tain their liberty. 

IT 39. Insorrectton in Antigiuu 

4. A plot was formed in 1729, by the slaves in 
Antigua, to destroy the whites. Three of the con- 
spirators were taken and burnt alive, 

iT30« Insurrection in Virginia. 

5. An insurrection of the slaves occurred in Vir* 
gina, in 1730. Five counties were in arms with 
orders to kill all the blacks who refused to submit* 

i730* Insnrrection in South Carolina* 

6. In August of the same year the slaves in South 
Carolina, conspired to destroy all the whites, in or- 
der to obtain their liberty. 

IT 37, Murder on shipboard* 

7. In 1731, three of the crew of a Capit. Scott, 
>of R. I. were murdered on board the ship in which 

they were returning from Guinea with a cargo of 
slaves. 

17^ ft* Murder on shipboard. 

8. The next year a Capt. Major of N. H., was 
murdered with the whole of his crew, by the slaves 
which he had on board. 

1734:. Insurrection in Pennsylvania. 

9. In 1734, an insurrection broke out among the 
fidaves in Burlington, Pa. 
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1735* Ship Dolphin blown up* 

10. The ship Dolphin, of London, was blown up 
in 1735, by the slaves on board : the whole on board 
perished. 

1739* Tliree Insarrections in Sonih Carolina. 

11. Three bloody insurrections occurred in S. 
Carolina, in the year 1739. In one of them which 
took place in September, twenty«>five whites and 
thirty-four slaves were killed, and others gibbetted 
alive. 

1740. Insurrection in Sonfh Carolina* 

12. The next year another insurrection occur- 
red in the same place, and twenty persons were 
killed. 

174:1« Dreadful insurrection in Hew York. 

13. In 1741, a dreadful insurrection broke out 
amon^ the slaves in the state of New York. Of the 
conspirators^ thirteen were burned alive, eighteen 
hung, and eighty colonized, in the West Indies. 

17 4:7* Mordem committed on shipboardr 

14. In 1747, the Captain and all the crew, ex* 
cept two, of a slave snip belonging to R. Island* 
were murdered by the slaves on board. Their de- 
sire was freedom. 

17ff 4k. Two WQiJien burned alive in South Carolina* 

15. In June, 1754, two women were burnt alive 
in Charleston, 8. C, for setting fire to a buildingf 
Their object was to obtain their freedom. 

8 



M DAMGEB OF CONTlHtrED SLAVSttr. 

lT5ff* TWO men put to death In mfesaachasettfi* 

16. In September, 1755, two slaveis were put to 
death in Cambridge, Mass., for poisoning their mas- 
teri in order to get their freedom. 

1T61* Insurrectton in Jamaica* 

17. In October, 1761, an insurrection took place 
among the slaves in Jamaica. We have heard of 
no insurt^dtion in that island isince the slaves were 
ietfree. 

1761. Insurrection in Bermuda. 

18. The same year the slaves in Bermuda re- 
belled, and threatened to destroy all their masters. 
Two of the conspirators w^reput to death ; one was 
hanged and one burnt alive. 

1761. Murders on shipboard. 

19. Forty slaves were killed on boatd an ensla- 
ver, comiilanded by Capt; Nichols of Boston, Mass., 
in 1761. 

itdl* Horrors of St. Domingo. 

20. The horrors of St. Domingo are often refer- 
red to. But the great massacres, which make so 
frightful a picture in the history of this island, oc- 
curred in 1791 and 92, before the emancipation of 
the slaves had been even contemplated ; and these 
were caused by the planters and not by the slaves. 
The sudden emancipation of five hundred thousand 
slaves, in this Island, put an end to the civil war 
which had been raging with dreadful fury for more 
than two years. "The Colony," says LacroiXi 
** marched as by enchantment towards its ancient 
splendor; cultivation prospered; and every day 

produced pGTC&p\Me proof of its progress. The 
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blacka were'pmceable, the colony Nourished and no 
evil conaequences followed emancipation, till eight 
veareafler whenBuonaparte attempted to reduce the 
blacka agaio to a state of slavsrv." Then it was 
that the scenes of carnage and bloodshed fol lowed, 
on the account of wbich we are so frequently told 
to " look to St. Domingo ;" and this^ too, when eve- 
17 person acquainted with its history knows that 
tDose scenes were caused br the cruel attempt to rt- 
dttcefree men to a Kate ofalatery. 

1832. Thlrtf-flve peraoni pat to death In 8. C 

3lf In July, 1822, ihirty-flre slaves were put to 

death in S. G. for an attempt to gain their liberty. 

ISilS. A man bunted alive In S. Carolina, 
22. A negro slave named William, is stated in 
a S. C. paper to have been banud alive near Green- 
ville. S. Cf., for the murder of a white man. — PkU. 
G<w., Aug. 1628. 



laal, Ininireetlon at Southamptoii, Va. 

24. The insurrection in Southampton countyi 
Va., is remembered, probably by the most of my 
readers. It occurred in 1831, and was headed I^ 
Nat. Turner, a slave, and member of the Baptist 
church. Upwards of sixty-four persons lost tneir 
lives in that dreadful commotion. 

The fallowing was narrated by the Rev. U. B. 
Cox, late Missionary to Liberia, soon after the event 
occurred : 

Immediately after the insurrection above named. 
Kslaveholder went into the wood% in quest of some 
of the insuigentai nccompanied by a raithfiil slavOi 
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who had been the means of saving his life in time <]i 
the massacre. When they had been some time in 
the woods, the slare handed his musket to bis mas- 
ter, informing him at the same time, that he coold 
not live a slave any longer, and requested him either 
to set him free or shoot him on the spot. The mas- 
ter took the gun from the hands of the slave, level- 
ed it at his breast,and shot the faithful negro through 
the heart. 

Smnmary of events in 1833. 

25. The following occurrences are set down to 
the credit of slavery for the year 1832. Could one 
half the evils here enumerated, be traced to an in- 
stance of general and immediate emancipation, it 
would be thought abundantly sufficient to decide 
the question between us and our opponent. 

William, a slave in Charleston, S. C^ executed 
for wounding two white men. 

A runaway slave, to prevent being arrested, 
drowned himself at New Orleans. 

Mulatto man Philip, hung at the Sooth for the 
murder of Mrs. Fayat. 

The slave of R. Felton, Esq. of N. C. murdered 
by another slave. 

Two slaves hung at Petersburgh,Va.» fov breaking 
open a counting room. 

Three slaves hung in Rowan Co. N. C— New- 
ton and Daniel, for burnuig a barn and five hor8ei^ 
and Charles for drowning a child of Alexandesr Nee* 
ly, 2 years old. 

Discovery of a conspiracy amongst the slaves of 
Martinique, having for its object the destructioh of 
the white inhabitants of that Island. 

A Mrs. Marks, a widow, living near Claiborne, 
Alabama, murdered by her own slave. 

A runaway slave hung at Charleston, S. C. for 
murdering Prince, a slave belonging to Coi. Hunt 
bjr whipping him to death. 



The overseer of a plantation in the island of San- 
ta Cruz, called Golden Gfove, belonging to acitizen 
of .Boston, murdered hj tbree slaves for violating 
thechaatityof their wires. The slaves shot like doga. 

A runaway slave, belonging to a Mr. Walker of 
Perry county, Alabama, caught, tied to a horse, and 
run to death, by his master. 

A slave about to be separated from his vrife and 
children, throw himself from a steam-boat into the 
Ohio river, and was drowned. 

A Mr. Coleman murdered at the South by two of 
bis own slaves. 

More than filW persons at Bishopsville, B. C. be- 
longing to the Union Party, poisoned at a celebra- 
tion on the4ch of July, by the cook infusing arsen- 
ic into tbe food. None died. The iostigatoiitf this 
foul deed, a slave, hung. 

John Puryear, a planter, living in Athens, Ga^ 
murdered his overseer. 

A Miss Denton murdered by a slave near Iian- 
casterville, S. C. 

A Mr. Murphy killed in Florence, Alabama, by a 
slave, for chastising the wife of the slave in his pre- 
sence. Slave hung. 

Andrew Young, and his wife, of Montgomery 
county, Alabama, both murdered in a shocking 
manner by one of their slaves. 

Three slave vessels captured by British cruisers, 
which had originally 1100 slaves on board, but of 
which they succeeded in taking only 306 to Sierra 
Leone. The kidnappers threw overboard 180 
■laves, manacled together, four of whom only were 
picked up. 

A conspiracy discovered among the slaves in Fay-' 
etteville, Tennessee. Their object, it was said, waa 
to set fire' to some building, and amidst the confu- 
sion of the citizen!^ to eieze as manr guns and inw 
plementa of destruction as they could procure, and 
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commence a general massacre. — Many of them 
suffered horrible punishments. 

, Another conspiracy discovered among two gold 
mining companies of slaves in North Carolina. 
Theii* plan was to commence at the gold mines, 
and kin^all the whites there : thence one company 
was to go to Rutherfordton, the other to Morgan- 
ton, and take the towns. There they expected to 
i;et arms and amunition to carry on their opera- 
tions. 

A female slave hung in Norfolk for poisoning two 
colored women. 

Henry Isbell, of Bean Creek, Fairfield District, 
S. C, on receiving doubtful information that two 
runaway slaves were in the lane leading to his 
house, in the evening, went forth with gun and dogs 
to destroy them. He deliberately fired at one of 
them, and killed him. Instead of a slave, the 
victim proved to be a friend and neighbor of the 
murderer ! 

A colored man, named Thomas Mitchell, who had 
resided as a freeman two or three years in Ohio, 
on being seized by his master, precipitated himself 
from the fourth story of one of the hotels in Cincin- 
nati, in which he had been put for safe keeping* and 
expired in a few hours. 

A general insurrectioix of the slaves in Jamaica. 
One hundred and fifly plantations were burnt, be- 
tween two and three thousand slaves killed, and a 
large number of whites ; and the whole loss occa- 
sioned by the rebellion and attempts to suppress it| 
valued at five millions of dollars. 

But it were useless to multiply facts of this kind. 
The reader is referred for further information dpon 
this subject to Holme's Annals, and also tP Lectures 
on slavery by Rev. A. A. Phelps. 

The above must be sufficent to convince any 
miad si/^ceptiUe of conviction^ that the greatest 



UN1T£1> STATES A SLAVEHOLDBfG NATION* ^ 

danger arises, not from freedom granted, but from 
freedom withheld. 



GHAPTEE XTII. 

THE U. STATES A SLAVEHOLDING NATION. 

Thousands of Americans now enslayed in the 

United States.^ 

1. More than twenty thousand Americans are 
now held in slavery, by the laws of Congress, in the 
Territories and District of Columbia. 

On the 2dd December, 1788, Maryland passed an 
act, to cede to the Congress " any district in the 
State, not exceeding ten miles square, which the 
Congress may fix upon, and accept for the seat of 
government of the United States." 

A similar act was passed by Virginia, on the 8d 
of Deceroberr 1789, in these words — 

And the same is hereby forever ceded to the Congreas 
and Government of the United States^ in full und abadvU 
right, and bxclusivb jorisdiction as well of soU as of per- 
sons residing or to reside thereon, pursuant to the tenor 
and KFPECT of the eighth section of ttke first article of the 
Constitution. 

AcccMrdingly, on the 16th of July, the year follow^ 
mg. Congress accepted the cession of Maryland and 
Virginia, and passed a law which ordamed, that 
the existing laws of those two States should re- 
main in force ** until Congress shall otherwise pro* 
vide." 

Hence^vby that very act, Congress established 
slavery in the **ten miles square," because it not 
.only refused to rev«oke those laws of Maryland and* 
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Virginia, by which slavery had been established 
there before^ but it ordained that they should re- 
main in force till Congress should repeal them. 
The following is an extract from one of these laws ; 
it is true, it has been repealed in Maryland, but it 
** remains" in full force m the District of Columbia 
to this day : 

Every sheriff that now hath, or hereafter shall havCi 
committed into his custody, any runaway servants or 
slaves, after one month's notice given to the master or 
owner thereof, of their being in his custo^.y, if living in 
this province, or two months' notice if living in any of 
the neighboring provinces, if such master or owner of 
such servants or slaves do not appear within the time 
limited as aforesaid, and pay or secure to be paid, all 
such imprisonment fees due to such sheriff from the time 
of the commitment of such servants or slaves, and also 
such other charges as have accrued or become due to 
any person for takine: up such runaway servants or 
slaves, such sheriff is hereby authorized and required 
(such time limited as aforesaid, being expired,) imme- 
diately to give public notice to all persons, by Betting up 
notes at the church and court-house doors of th« eounty 
where such servant or slave is in custody ; of the time 
and place for sale of such servants or slaves, by him to 
be appointed, not less than 10 days after such time limi- 
ted as aforesaid being expired, and at such time and 
place by him appointed, as aforesaid, to proceed to aeUmid 
dispose of such servant or slave to the highest bidder, and out 
of the money or tobacco which such servant or slave is 
sold for, to pay himself all such imprisonment fees as are 
his just due, for the time he has kept such servant or 
slave in his custody, and also pay such other charges, 
fee<< or reward as has become due to any person for tak- 
ing up such runaway servant or slave, and after such 
payments made, if any residue shall remain of the money 
or tobacca such servant or slave was sold for, such sheriff 
shall only be accountable to the master or o wer of such 
servant or slave for such residue or remainder as afore- 
said and not otherwise.— Lmos of Maryland, act of 1719, 
(Jday session,) chap, 2. 
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And that this barbarous law is not a dead letter, 
there is abundant evidence to prove; In a memo- 
rial of the inhabitants of the District of Columbia, 
signed by one thousand of the most respectable citi- 
zens of the District, and presented to Congress 
March 24, 1828, then referred to the Committee on 
the District, and on the motion of Mr. Hubbard of 
New Hampshire, Feb. 9, 1835, ordered to be print- 
ed, the following statement is introduced ; 

A colored man, who states that he was entitled to free* 
dom, was taken up as a runaway slave, and lodged in 
the jail of Washington City. He was advertised, but no 
ene appearing to claim him, he was, according to law, 
put up at public auction for the payment of his jail fees, 
and SOLD as a slave for life. He was purchased by a 
slave-trader, who was not required to give security for 
his remaining in the District, and he was soon shipped 
at Alexandria for one of the southern states. An at- 
tempt was made by some benevolent individuals to have 
the sale postponed until his claim to freedom could be 
investigated; but their efforts were unavailing; and 
thus was a human being sold into perpetual bondage, 
at the capital of the freest government on earth, without 
even a pretence of trial, or an allegation of crime. 

According to the testimony of Mr. Miner of 
Peon, in Congress, in 1829, there were no less than 
five persons thus sold, in the year 1826-7. 

Special recosnitton of slavery In the District of 

Columbia. 

2. Slavery in the District of Columbia, has been 
acknowledged, and its existence recognized there 
by special laws of the United States. 

June 1% 1884, a bill was passed by the House of 
Representatives, giving the nght to Edward Brooke^ 
a resident of the District, to bring into it two slaves, 
and retain them as his property. This bill passed 
by a rote of 106 to 4X 
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Slarery perpetuated by the property of tbe United 

states* 

8. The property of the United States' Govem- 
ment is used to perpetuate slavery and the slave 
trade in this country. In 1826, Congress appropri- 
ated out of the public treasury 85000 ^ for the pur- 
pose pf altering and repairing the jail in the city of 
Washington," and 810,000 to build « a county jail 
for the city and county of Alexandria." 

For what purposes those prisons are used* the 
following notices will show : — 

Notice, 

Was committed to the prison of Washington Co. D.Cj 
on the 19th day of May, 1834, as a runaway, a negro 
man who calls himself David Pecij:. He is 5 feet 8 
inches high. Had on, when committed, a check shirt 
linen pantaloons, and straw hat. He aays he is free, and 
belongs to Baltimore. The ovmer or owners^ are hereby 
reqaested to come forward, prove him, and take him 
away, or he uoiU be sold for hie prison and other e^ppenses, at 
the LAW DIRECTS. James Williams, 

Keeper of the Prison of Washington Co,, D, C. 

For Alexander Httnter, m. d. c. 

The above is but a specimen. One keeper of 
the jail in Washington has stated that in five years^ 
upwards of four hundred and fifty colored per^ns 
had been lodged there for safe keeping, i. e. until 
they could be disposed of in the course of the slave 
trade ; — besides nearly three hundred, who had 
been taken up and lodged there as runaways. 

Revenue received by the General Government 
' trofa Slavery. 

4. The government of this nation receives a con- 
staht revenue, for licenses granted to slave dealers 
in the District of Columbia. 

*' For a license to trade or traffic in slaves for* profit, 
whether as agent or otherwise, four hundred doUars:"'-^ 
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The Jlegitter to " deposit all monies received from taxes 
imposed b; Ibis Bel 10 ihc credit of ihe Canal Fond, — 
CUy Lmei, p. !49. ^ppnnted by CimgrcMs, My, 1831. 

Internal ilaTe trade tolerated by CongreM. 

5. Congress has " power to legalale commeide between 
the states," atid conseqaentiy it has control Of the do- 
meslie slare trade, which is constantly producing sack 
an Bwfnl amouoL of miserr, and yet it refasej to abolish 
this nefarious traffic— Cotutilulum U. Slotea, Art. 1. 
Sec.S. 

Slavery ig protected by the United States' Anny> 

6. An officer of the TJniied States' army who was.in 

the eipeditioB from fortress Monroe, against ihe SoQth- 
amplon slaves, in 1B31, speaks with conatant horror of 
the scenes which he was compelled lo witness. ThOK 
troops, agreeably to iheir orden;, which were- to etl^r- 
minate the Begroea, killed all that they met wilh, al- 
thoogh they encoutiiered neither rcsistaace, nor show of 
resistance ; and the first chect elven to this wide barba- 
rous slaughter i;rew out of Ihe fact, Ihal the law of Vir- 
S'nia, which provides for the payment (o the master of 
e full value of an executed slave, was considered as 
not applying; to the cases of slaves pnt lo death withoDt 
trial. In consequence of nnn^eroos representations to 
tbis effect, sent to the officer of (be United States' Btmy 
Companding the etpedition, Ihe massacre was saspend- 
*i.—C/tild'r Oraliifn. 

Id 1833, a coinpany of U. S. troops were ordered 
to Newbern, N. C. to keep the slaves ia awe, at the 
request of many ladies made to the President. 



7. Laws are now in force, enacted br Congress 
by which frte-bam dtiaen* of this repubUc are re- 
duced to slaveiT. 

Id 1820, the BeoKte and House of RepreBenlatives 
of the United St«t« of Anierica in Congress >>■ 
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sembled, empowered the corporation of the cit^ of 
Washington **to prescribe the terms and conditions 
upon which free negroes and mulattoes may reside 
in the city." On this authority, in May, lw27, that 
corporation enacted that " every free negro or mu- 
latto^ whether male or female, who may come to 
the city of Washington to reside, shall within thirty 
days, exhibit to the Mayor satisfactory evidence & 
his or her title to freedom to be recorded) and shall 
enter into bonds, with two freehold suretiest in the 
penalty of 8^00, conditioned on his or her ffood 
conduct, that they will not become chargeable to 
the corporation for the space of twelve months" — 
the bond "to be renewed every year for thbee 
^EARS. On failure of this, he or she must depart 
the city or be committed to the workhouse not ez^ 
ceeding itoelve months in any oice imprisonment'' 
** And all negroes found residing in the city after 
the passage of this act who shall not be able to es- 
tablish their title to freedom (except such as may 
be hired) shall be committed to the jail, as abscond- 
ing slaves." 

%y this law color is made a crime» which first 
robs citizens of their constitutional as well as in* 
alienable rights, and is then taken as evidence that 
they are slaves; and then to crown all« a large 
posse of officers, some of them in the pay of jgovern* 
ment, are " charged" with the execution of the lawsb 
and ** forfeit and pay for every neglect or failure a 
fine not exceeding twenty dollars." — CUy LavfStP* 
198. 

The result is that free citizens are often arretted, 
plunged into prison, and then sold for their jail fees 
as slaves for life. 

This nation affl)rdf no protection to flifttlTa 

slaves* 

8. Because no state in this Union affords protee* 
tloa to any slave who may escape to its Umitib te 
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defence aminst the cruel hand of the southern op- 
pressor. In evfiij one of the " free atatea," as they 
are called, fugitives from the " vilest slavery that 
ever saw the sun," are liable to be seized by any 
rnthtess white monster, and without a trial by juryt 
or any trial at all, to be dragged off to the South, 
and reduced again to a state of interminable bond- 
age. 

Slave Btates admitted Into the Union* 
9. Congress has admitted six slave states 
into the Unioo, without imposing any restric- 
tion upon the subject of slavery. 

Ckilored fbrelgneri. 

10. The laws of the federal government prohibit 
foreigners who are colored, from becoming natu* 
Talized citizens of the Ignited States. 

United 8Ute«' MaU. 

11. The laws of the federal government prohi- 
bit colored Americans from carrying the United 
States' Moil. 

MllltU. 

12. The same laws prohibit colored Americans 
from being enrolled in the miltia. 

The entire nation respoAfblek 

13. This nation must be considered a ilave-kold- 
ing nation, while Congress, composed of Senators 
and Representatives from all the States in the 
""' fl the power to abolish slavery in its 



The Congress shall hare power to ezsrcise exciuiite 
legislation in all cases vjAatsoever, over such diairict, (not 
exceeding teo iiiiteB sqaarc,} as ma^, hj ceraiou ofpar* 
ticular siaies, and Ih« acceptance of Congress, become 
the seat of eovernmenl of the Unlt^ States.— Conriil*. 
tio» U. SUttt, An. 1. Bee. 8. 
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The honor and good fiiith of this nation are i^ledged 

upon this sultjeGt. 

14. This nation will be considered, by the ciyil- 
ized world, a alavtholding nation^ while it refuses 
to redeem its pledge, made in the treaty of Ghent 
to do all in its power to ** abolish entirely" the ttef- 
fie in slavery, — See Chap, xx. page 145. 

The following facts may be valuable in estimat- 
ing the guilt of America in continuing the slave- 
trade after she became independent. 

On the 20th of October, 1774, the delegates of 12 
colonies being assembled in congress in Philadel- 
phia, to devise how they might ** obtain redress of 
the grievances, which threaten destruction to the 
lives, liberty and property of his Majesty's subjects 
in North America," approved and signed an agrees 
ment of " Non-Importation, Non-Consumption and ' 
Non-Exportation," which they bouncl themselves 
and the people of the colonies which they repre- 
sented, ** under the sacred ties of virtue, honor and 
love of our country," to observe. In this solemil 
and extraordinary agreement, was the following re- 
markable clause : 

2d Article. We will neither import nob fvrcbask 

▲NY SLAVE IMPORTED AFT£!r THE FIRST DAT OF DECEMBEIt 
NEXT, AFTER WHICH TIME WE WILL WHOLLY DI8C0NTINUS 

THE SLAVE TRADE, and wUl neither be concerned in it ouT' 
selves^ nor will we hire our vessels^ nor seU our commodiiiet or 
manufactures to those toho are concerned in U. 

Einormous and dlsgraceflil abuses tolerated by tills 

nation in its capital* 

The following facts are set forth in the preamble 
to some resolutions, introduced to the House of Re^ 
presentatives, in 1829, by Mr. Miner, of Pa. 

Whereas the laws in respect to 'slavery within the 
District have been almost entirely neglected; from which 
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neglect, for nearly 30 years, have grown numerous and 
gross corraptions. 

Slave dealers gaining confidence from impunity, have 
made the seat of federal government their headquarters 
for carrying on the domestic slave trade. 

The pablic prisons have been extensively used, (per- 
verted from the purposes for which they were greeted,) 
for carrying on the domestic slave trade. 

Officers of the federal government have been employ- 
ed, and derive emolaments from carrying on the domes- 
tic slave trade. 

Private and secret prisons exist in theDistrict for car- 
rying on the traffic iur human beings. 

The trade is not confined to those who are slaves for 
life ; but persons having a limited time to serve, are 
bought by the slave dealers, and sent where redress is 
hopeless. 

Others are kidnapped a(id hurried away before they 
' can be rescued. 

Instances of death, from the angaish of despair, ex- 
hibited in the District, mark the cruelty of this traffic. 

Instances of maiming and suicide, executed or at- 
tempted, have been exhioited, growing out of this traffic 
within the District. 

Free persons of color coming into the District, are 
liable to arrest, imprisonment, and sold into slaveiy for 
life, for jail fees, it unable, from ignorance, misfortune, 
or fraud, to prove their freedom. 

Advertisements beginning, * We will give cash for 
one hundred likely young negroes of both sexes, from 
ei^ht to twenty-five years old,' contained in the public 
prmts of the cit}'. under the notice of Congress, indicate 
the openness ana extent of the traffic. 

Scenes of human beings exposed at pabic vendue are 
exhibited here^ permitted by the laws of the general go- 
vernment. 

A grand jury of the District has presented the slave 
trade as a grievance. 

A writer in a public print in the District has set forth 
* that to those who have never seen a spectacle of the kind 
(exhibited by thje slave trade) no description can give an 
adequate idea of its horrors.' 
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To sach an extent had this trade been carried in 1816, 
that a member of Congress from Virginia introduced a 
resolution in the House, ' That a committee be appointed 
to inquire into the existence of an irihuman ^nd illegiU 
traffic in slaves carried on in and through the District of 
Columbia, and report whether any, and what xneasares 
are necessary for putiing a stop to the same.' 
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REASONS FOR DISCUSSING THE SUBJECT 
OP SLAVERY AT THE NORTH. 

1. Because it is American slavery. 

2. Because the North contributes its share to- 
wards its support. 

(1.) Its money in building prisons in the District 
of Columbia, where slaves are kept 

(2.) Its representatives and senators in Congress 
who virtually vote for its continuance. 

(3.) Its portion of men» christians, and ministers 
of the gospel, who go to the South and become 
slaveholders. 

3. We are obligated by the United States' laws 
to deliver up- slaves who escape to us for refuge. 

4. Because northern blood is liable to be spilt in 
case of insurrection at the South. 

5« Because the slaveholding principle exists at 
the North, as really as at the South. The continu- 
ance of the system Is justified here by Christians 
and ministers, on the same ground, on which it jb 
justified there, by the slaveholders themselves. 

6. We discuss this subject at the North, because 
as long as slavery exists in this nation our own lib- 
erties are insecure. See the case of Dr. Crandall, a 
citizen of N. York» who was incarcerated in Waidi- 
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ingtoD jail, for eight months, merely on mspicioa 
or bis belog an abolitionist. Other citizens from 
the North have, by simply venturing to the South) 
lost both their liberty and their lives. 

7. Because it is our right and privilege to discuss 
this question. The United States and tne State in 
which we live, have guaranteed to us the freedom 
of speech, and of the press. 

8. Because God hu conunanded his servants to 
open their moutliB for such as cannot plead for them- 
selves. 

9. Because to neglect this subject would endan- 

S)r the salvation ot millions of souls, for whom 
brist died. 

10 Because slavery fa a reproach to the nation 
which every lover of his countiy should be a 
to do away. 

11. Because we should do, as we would be 
done by. 

12. Because, without discussion, slaverr will 
never be abolished, and it must be discussed nere or 
no where, in the nation. 



CHAPTER ZTItl. 

AMERICAN SLAVE TRADE. 

The following items may serve as specimens to 
show the reader how Americans in this republic are 
bought and sold. 

Spedmen'of a Kew Orleans advertisement: 

When we ask emaiicipation for slaves like those 

described below, we are told, that they could not 



108 AUXMOAX SLAVB TftAIK. 

take care of themflelves, and if emancipated, they 
would starve to death ! 

Valuable Seryants /or sale at audionj by haae L. JIT Coy. 

Thia day Thursday, 27th inst.j at 13 o'clock, at the Ex- 
change Coffee House, wUL be sold 34 taluablb Ssrtamts, 
viz: 

1. Harry, aged about 2& years; a first rate cartman, 
axeman aud sawyer ; has been accustomed to work in 
a saw-mill and wood-yard ; has been abont 8 years in 
the country, and understands the care and mana^ 
ment of horses, and possesses an excellent character. 

2. George, aged about 23 years; has been about 8 
years in the country; is a good carter and axeman, wad 
has been accustomed to work in a wood-yard and bakery. 

3. AltimorCf aged about 31 years : a fint rate saw* 
yer and axeman ; accustomed to work in a wood>yard, 
has been 3 or 4 years in the country. 

4. Barney, aged about 18 years; a first rate negro^ 
and handy at almost all kinds of work; has been ac^ 
customed to work in a wood-yard, and has been aboat 
4 years in the country. 

5. Henry Buekner, aged about 29 years y a good axe- 
man, sawyer and field hand, accustomed to work ia a 
wood-yard, and has been about six years in the country. 

6. liipwis, aged about 20 years; a first rate hand ia 
a wood-yard, nn excellent butcher, a good field hand ; 
speaks French and English, and has been abom 10 
years in the coiiatry. 

7. Sam Orumo, aged about 22 years ; a first rate hand 
in a wood-yard ; a carter ; speaks French and iSnglishi 
and has been about twelve years in the country. 

8. Little Ned, aged about 18- years; a good hand for 
a wood-yard: has been one year in the country.^ 

9. Big Ned, aged about 22 years; do. 
do. do. 

10. Ben, aged about 20 years ; do. 
do. do. 

11. Aaron, aged about 33 years; a first rate hand 
for a wood-yard, in which he has been employed for 
many years ; is an excellent cartman ; has been aboat 
i5 fears in the country, and speaks both languages. 
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19. Dick Jackson, aged about 35 jeara; a good axe- 
man uid sawT*T, and an excell«Dt bind for a vood- 
jard, to vhicn he is nccttstomed, and has bean oie 
year in Ihe country. 

13. Dick Morgan, aged about39 years; Kverybonest, 
tiusty servant; has acted as porter in a grocery sloie 
ibrsereral years, and his worked "tor several years in a, 
rope walk and wood-vard] is an excellenl aiemas and 
sawjer; has been in'tfae conntry since a cliild, and 
speaks French and English. 

14. Dillard, agid about 31 years; a good cook, a 
gooil axeman and sawyer ; hai worked abuni4 years in a 
wood-yard, and has been abont 4 yeais in ihe country. 

15. CbBrlesPalnier,agedabonl34 years; accustomed 
to work in a wood-yard: is a good axeman, carter and 
field hand, and has been abont 4 years in the conniry. 

L6. Daaiel, aged abont 18 years a ftrst rate house ser- 
rant; is very trusty; a tolerable good cook; has been 
raised in the conniry; jtpeaks French and Giiglish,and 
possesses a first rate cha^ac^er. 

17. Anthony, aged about lb years ; a first rate hoose- 
Kiranli very irnsiy and airliTe; a good sawyer; has 
been raised in the country, and poawsses a nisi rate 
characler. 

18. Joseph, aged about 14 years; a first rate senrantj 
bandy at all kinds of work; has bean accustomed to 
work in a wood-yard, and has been about 9 years in the 
country. ' 

19. William, aged about 90 yean; , 

penter; a good coachman; has been 6 ]IL^ 

try ; spea& French aad English, the tilfe only gnarau* 
teed. 

90. Ned, aged abont 39 years; a good carpenter and 
o^lei; has been abont 4 years in the nmntry, and is 
aobjeet to rhenmaiism. 

91. Robert, aged abont 93 years ; a rough blacksfflith 
and carpenter; handy stall kinds of work; nnderstand* 

filing and letting saws, has been Srears in the country. 

.flpeaifs 'French and English ; is a OtvI rate servant, and 
possesaea a first rate characler in every respect. 

99. Peter, aged abont 35 years ; is a first rat« orerseer, 
Knd has always been employed in that capaci^; Mi 



; «.j||id rough car- 
6 JMIi in the conn* 
he tilfe only gnaran* 
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been for 5 years in Opelonsaa, and about 4 jears in New- 
Orleans, is very honest and trusty, and a first rate ser- 
yant in every respect. 

23. Diana, aged aboat 24 years; (wife ofPeter) a first 
rate house servant, washer, ironer and plaiter ; a good 
cook: has been 5 years in the country ; speaks French 
and English, and possesses a first late character. 

24. Malinda, aged about 24 years } a good house ser- 
yant ; a tolerable good washer and ironer ; has bc«n 
raised in the country ; and speaks both languages. 

%. Chloe, aged about 18 years: an excellent house 
servant; waslwrnin Mobile; has been about one year 
in New Orleans, and possesses an excellent character. 

26. Daphnev, aged about 25 years ; a first rate cook, 
both in French and English style, and a good pastry 
cook; was raised in Mississippi, has been 7 years in New 
Orleans, and possesses an excellent character. 

27. Catharine, aged about 27 years, a good field hand; 
was raised in the country ; speaks French, Spanish and 
English ; title only guaranteed. 

ALSO. 
ThefoUoufing ORPHAN^!!) chiUnn^ viz : 

28. John, aged about 12 years. 

29. James, aged about 11 years. 
90. David, aged about 9 years. 

31. Cyrus, aged about 9 years. They have been about 
months in the country. 

32. Yellow Alex, aged about 8 years. 

33. Black Alex, aged about 8 years. 

34. Abraham, aged about 5 years. 

The slaves are all thoroughly acclimated, and, with 
the exceptions above stated, are all guaranteed against 
the diseases and vices prescribed by law. 

Terms. — One half oi the purchase money payable on 
the first of May, 1835, and one half on the first of May. 
1836, for notes drawn and endorsed to the satisfaction ot 
the seller, and secured by mortgage until the final pay- 
ment. The slaves will only be delivered after the acts 
are signed, and the notes delivered and approved. Bills 
of sale to be passed before W. Y. Lewis, Esq., Notary 
Public, at the expense of the purchaser.— ^eio Orltmt 
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la tbe Cbarlestoa Courier of Feb. 12th, 1835, is 
the following : 

FIELD NeaBOEs, ijT Tlumas Oadtitn. 

On Tacsday, Ihe nthiastaot, wil! be sold, al Ihe North 
of the Eichonge, il ten o'clock, a prim gang of Im ns- 
cmoEs, accuslomedio the culinre of cotton and providona, 
beUaging to Ihe ihdefeki«nt cbdhch, in ChrxtPi Clmrth 
Pariih. * * t * t jjTsJ. e. 

Again — In the Emancipator of Ma^ 6, 1834, is the 
following, copied from a Savannah paper: 



Bryaa SuperioT Court. 
n J, Mai " -■ ■' 






Between John J, Maiwell, and olhers,' 
Ezecutorx of Ann Pray, complainaiilB, 

Mary Sleigh, and olhers, Devisees and 

Legatees, under the will of Ann Pray, 

defendants. ) 

A Bill, having been filed for the dislrtbatioD of tbees- 
laie of the Teslalrii, Ann Pray, and it appealing IhU 
among other legacies in her will, is (he following, rie. a 
legacy of one fourlh of cerlatn negro tlma (> l/u JmeriCMi 
Bsardef Camvnaaimtrt far Domatie [Foreign il probably 
should have been] Xxsiiont for tht purpwg qf imding tit 
goipet h Ihi heathen, and particularly to [he Indiana oi 
this continent. It is on naoiion of the solicitors of the 
complainants ordered, that all persons claiming the said 
legacy, do appear and inawer the bill of tbe complain- 
ants, within four months from this day. And it ks or- 
dered, that this order be nnblished in a public Gazette of 
tbe city of Savannah, and in one of the Gazettes of Phi- 
ladelphia, once a month for foni months. 

Extract from the minntes, Dec. 3d, 1839. 

dec.8— im ,> Joan SHm,c 1.0.0. 

Amerleani mM fbr tbe benefit of Dr. FnriDau^B Iietn, 
We have alieadr quoted the opinion of this Bap- 
tist Dr. on the nttject otaixwetj, see page 62. 
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Od the first Monda^w Febiuary next, will be put up 
at public auction before the court htme^ ihefiUowing proper- 
ty, balongiDg to the estate of the late Rev. Da. Fubman, 
viz :— 

A plantation or tract of land on and in the Wateree 
Swamp, through which the road passes from Statebnrg 
to Columbia, consisting of 2000 acres of land of the first 
class,for cotton and corn, and the finest range for stock. 

A tract after the first 4uality of fine land, on the wa- 
ters of Black Riyer, within four miles of Sumpterville, 
from 600 to aoo acres, 

A lot of land in the town of Camden. 

A Library of a miscellaneous character, cmEFLT 
Theological. 

27 Negroes. 

Some of them very prime. Two mules, one horse and 
old wagon. 

Conditions. — For' the Wateree tract, one-sixth paya- 
ble on the first of January, 1836, the balance in five equal 
instalments. For Black River land, one-half on the first 
of Januarv, 1836, balance in 12 months thereafter. For 
the Camden lot, a credit of 12 months. For the rugroea, 
one-half on the first of January, 1836, balance on the first 
of January, 1837. For the other propertyi. cash, bonds or 
notes, with interest annually on the whole amount, with 
pel sonal security, if required. 

Jan. 17, 1835. 

Bfanner of canning on this traffic* 

Those who are transported down the Mississippi riyer, 
are stowed awav on the decks of steamboats, males and 
females, old and young, usually chained, subject to the 
jeers and taunts of the passengers and navigators, and 
often, by bribes, or threats, or the la&h, made subject to 
abominations not to be named. On the same deck, you 
may see horses and human beings, tenants of the same 
apartments, and going to supply the same market. The 
dumb beasts, being less manageable, are allowed the first 
place, while the hutnan are forced into spare corners and 
vacant places. My informant saw one trader, who was 
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taking down to New OrleuiB one hmdred horaca, sere- 

rftl sheep, and between Sftr and alztjr slaves. The sheep 



and alaTes occapied (he muds deck. Many ioteresliDK 
and inlelliKcnt ittaaif yrtn at [he. number. And if I 
vere satisfied thai the colamas of a newspaper was the 
proper place to pnblish it, 1 coald tell facts conceniiBg 
(he bmtal ireatmenl exercised towards these defeucelesi 
females while on the downward passage, which oaght to 
kindle up the hoi indignation of every moAer, and 
danshter, and sisier in tne land. 

The slaves are taken down in companies, rarjina; in. 
Dumber from 20 to 600. Men of capital are engaged in 
tbe traffic. Qo into the principal towss on the Missis- 
sippi river, and jou will nod Ihese negro traders in the 
bar-rooms, boaslinij of their adroitness in driTing human 
flesh, and describing the process by which the; can 
'tanudniA' thespirit,of a'rt/i-'Misrj'Degro. RememJier, 
bj ' Ttfractorii' ihey aean to designate that spirit which 
some high-soiiled negro manifests, wUen he mlly rec(^ 
nizes the fact, that Ood'.'i image is stamped apon him. 
There are many snch negroes in slavery. Their bodies 
may faint ander the icfliction of accamukted wrong, 
but their souls cannot be crushed. After visiting th« 
bar-room, go into the ontskirts of the town, and there jm 
will find the slaves belonging to the drove, crowded into 
dilapidated hnt«, — some revelling— others apparently 
stupid — but olhers weeping over ties broken and hopes 
destroyed, with an agony intense, and to a free man, in- 
conceivable. Many respectable planters in Louisiana 
have themselves gone into Maryland and Virginia, and 
purchased their slaves. They- think il more piofitahlo 
to do so, This shows that highly respectable men en- 
gage in this trade. Boi those who make it thair regular - 
employment, and thus receive the awfully signihcant 
title of 'nut driven,' are usnally bmtal, ignorant, de- . 
banched men. And it is ncA men, who eiercise despo- 
tic control over thoiuands of down-trodden, and defence- 
less men and women. 

The slaves nhich pass down to the southern market 
on the Mississippi Hvei and through the interior, are 
mostly purchased in Kentncky and Virginia. Some an 
botunt in Tenneaeee- In the emiersiion tber mSxt 
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great hardships. Those who are driven down bj land) 
travel from two hasdred to a thousand miles on foot, 
through Kentacky, Tennessee, and Mississippi. They 
sometimes carry heavy chains the whole distance. These 
chains are very massive. They extend f^om the hands 
to the feet, being fastened to the wrists and ankles by an 
iron ring round each. When chained, every slave car- 
ries two chains, — i> e. one from each hand to each foot 
A wagon in which rides ' the driver,' carrying coarse 
provisions, and a few tent coverings, generally accompa- 
nies the drove. Men, women and children, some of the 
latter very young, walk near the wagon ; and if, through 
fatigue or sickness, they falter, the application of the 
whip reminds them that they are slaves. They encamp 
out nights. Their bed consists of a small blanket. Even 
this is fVequeutly denied them. A rude tent covers them, 
scarcely sufficient to keep off the dew or frost, much less 
the rain. They frequently remain in this situation se- 
veral weeks, in the neighborhood of some slave-trading 
village. Th& slaves are subject, while on their journeys, 
to severe sickness. On such occasions the drivers ma- 
nifest much anxiety lest they should lose their preperin / 
But even sickness does not prevent them from hurrying 
their victims on to market. Sick, faint, or weary^ the. 
slave knows no rest. In the Choctaw nation, my infor- 
mant met a large company of these miserable beings, fol- 
lowing a wagon at some distance. From their appear- 
ance, being mostly females and children, and henoe not 
80 marketable, he supposed they must belong to some 
planter who was emigrating sonthward. He inttuired 
if this was so, and if their master was taking them home. 
A woman, in tones of mellowed despair, answered bim: 
— ' Oh, no, sir, we are not going home ! We don't know 
where we are going. The apeevlatort have got ut /' — H, 
B, Stanton. 

How Americans are exposed for sale* 

Mr. Robinson, a member of the Lane Seminary, 
a citizen of Nashville, Tennessee, where he waa 
graduated, and has resided, says : — 

After fiaves arrive in market, they are subjected to 



AlttStCAN SLAVI TBADS. IW 

the most dej^rading examinations. The pnrchasers will 
roll np their sleeves and pantaloons, and examine their 
mnscles and joints critically, to ascertain their probable 
strength, and will even open their mouths and examine 
their teeth, with the same remarks, and the same on* 
concern, that they would a horse. 

The females are exposed to the same rude examina- 
tions as the men. When a large drove of slaves arrives 
in a town for sale, placards are put up at the comers of 
the streets, giving notice of the place and time of rale. 
Often they are driven through the streets for hours to^ 
gether (f«)r the purpose of exhibiting thern^ exposed to 
the jeers and insults of the spectators. About a year 
since, Mr. Robinson saw about a hundred men, women 
and children, exposed for sale at one time in the market 
place at Nashville*, and while three auctioneers were 
striking them ofT, purchasers examined their limbs and 
bodies with inhuman roughness and unconceruv This 
was accompanied with profanity, indelicate allusions, 
and boisterous laughter. 

There are planters in the northern slave-states, who 
will not sell slave familieSf unless they can dispose of them 
all together. This they consider more humane, — as it 
in fact is. But such kindnesses are of no avail after the 
victims come into the southern markets. If it is not just 
as profitable for the traders to sell them in families, they 
hesitate not a moment to separate husband and wife — 
parents and children, and dispose of them to purchaser?, 
residing in sections of the country, remote from each 
other. When they happen to dispose of whole families 
to the same man, they loudly boast of it, as an evidence 
of their humanity. 

Separation vi FamUies. 

Take the following facts as illustrative of the deep 
feeling of slave mothers for their children. It is fumiaJh* 
ed me by a fellow student who has resided much in slave 
states. I give it in hif own words. ' Some years since 
when travelling from Halifax in North Carolina, to 
Warrenton in the same state, we passed a large drove of 
slaves on their way to Qeorsia. Before leaving Hali- 
fax, I heard that the drivers liad purchaaed a noaabM- cpf 

10 
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•laves in that vicinity, and started with them that morn- 
ing, and that we shoaid probably overtake them in an 
hoar or two. Before coming up with the gang, we saw 
at a distance a colored female, whose appearance and 
actions attracted my notice. I said to the stage-driver, 
(who was a colored man,) ' What is the maUer with that 
woman, is she crazy V * No, massa,' said he, ' I know 
her, it is — ^. Her master sold her two children this 
morning to the soul-drivers, and she has been following 
along after ihem, and I suppose they have driven her 
back. Don't you think it would make you act like yon 
was crazy, if they should take your children away, and 
you never see 'em any morel' By this time we had 
come up with the woman. She seemed quite young. As 
soon as she recognized the driver, she cried out, * they've 

Sne ( thejr've gone I The soul-drivers have got them, 
aster would sell them. I told him I couldn't five with- 
ont my children. I tried to make him sell me too ;— bat 
he beat me and drove me off, and I gut away and follow- 
ed after them, and the drivers whipped me back: an4 

I never shall see my children again. Oh ( what shall I 
do 1' The poor creature shrieked and tossed her arms 
about with maniac wildness— and beat her bosom, and 
literally east dust into the tdr, as she moved towards the 
'Village* At the latt glimpse I had of her, she was near* 
ly a quarter of a mile from us, still throwing handfnlls 
of sand around her, with the same phrenzied air. — B.B. 
Stanton, 

Prices ^ft which Americani are gold* 

The other day I attended tLsaU t^f slaves in the ex- 
change. 

In one accustomed to snch scenes, it excited no envia- 
ble feelings. The first spontaneoas emotion of my heart 
■)was, that Qod never made men and women to be sold 
like beasts or bales of cotton, and to be separated from 
each other, and from their children, as I saw them se- 
parated! And yet a Presbjrterian minister not long 
since in a sermon preached before synod, asserted and 
attempted to prove from the Bible that * daoery is no sin.* 

There were 33 in the lot to be sold. As a apecimeii 
J Mibjoin the prices of a few. * 
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Willis, 18 years old, brought 11400 

Jack, 29, 1200 

Adams, 20, 1300 

Tom, 16, 1175 

Dick, 30, 1000 

Bill, 14, 660 

Malinda, 29, 500 

CmciimaH Journal, 

The following conversation between two plantersi 
one from North Carolina, and the other from Missis- 
sippi, recently occurred on board one of our splen- 
jdid North River Steamboats. It was given to us in 
writing, by a respectable citizen of Poughkeepsie^ 
who heard it. 

Mississippian. What is a young negro hoy worth in 
North Carolina 1 

Carolinian. They fetch a great price there. 

M. Are slaves scarce there at present 1 

C. They are scarce and high. Those that have slaves 
are oat of debt, and of coarse able to hold them, or get 
their price. 

M, what is a negro man worth 1 

C. I purchased one a ehort time since for #750. 

M. And what are women with children worthi 

C. They are much higher in proportion to other 
slaves. 

M. Well, what woald a good likely negro boy brln^ 1 

C Under fifty [pounds] they fetch nine dollars per 
POUND, that is the common price I — An, S* Record, 

The Slave Market of America. 

The following advertisements will show why the 
capital of this nation has been called ** the slave 
market of America." 

CASH FOR 200 NEOROES. 

We will j?ive cash for two hundred likely yonng ne- 
groes, of both sexes, families included. Persons wish- 
ing to dispose of their slaves, will do well to give us a 
call, as we will give higher prices in cash, than any oth 
er purchasers who are now, or may hereafter come into 
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this market. We can at all times be found at our resi- 
dence on 7th street, immediately South of the Centre 
Market Hooike, Washington, D. C. 
September 13, 1834. Joseph W. Nual & Co. 

One of the private prisons in Washington used for 
keeping slaves is owned by W. Robey, who is also en- 
l^aged in the trade. In May, 1834, a gentleman visited 
It and fell into conversation with the overseer of the 
pen. He heard the clanking of chains within the pen. 
V O," said the overseer — himself a slave, " I have seen 
fifty or seventy slaves taken out of the pen, and the 
males chained together in pairs, and drove off to the 
South — and how they would crv, and groan, and take 
on, and wring their hands, but the driver would put on 
the whip and tell them to shut up — so they would go off 
and bear it as well as they could. 

The standing advertisement of this house is M 
above. 

CASH FOR 400 NEGROES, 

Including both sexes, from 12 to 25 years of age. 
Persons having likely servants to dispose of will fmd 
it to their interest to give us a call, as we will give higher 
prices in cash than any other purchaser who is now, or 
may hereafter come into this market. 

Franklin & Armfieu). 

Alexandria^ Sept, 1, 1834. 

Franklin and Armficld alone shipped to New Orleans 
during the year 1835, according to their own statement, 
not less than 1000 slaves. They own brigs of about 
160 to 200 tons barthen, running regularly every thirty 
days, during the trading season to New Orleans, and 
carrying about one slave to the ton. 

Mr. Miner makes the following statement in legari 
to the jail in Washington : 

By papers furnished me by the keeper, it appears that 
there were sent to prison for safe keeping, that is, as js 
well understood^ for sale and imprisoned as runaways* 
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wouJd appear, in ths last fire years, more than foat 
bandred and My persons bad been confiiied in tbe pnb- 
lic prison ot the ciif — a pri'wa under the contrui of con* 
grcss, and regolawd by itu law»— for sole in the procew 
of the slave trade. Such, said Mr. M., is not the inien* 
lion for which tbe prison was erected. PenniylTania, 
so Tar si she is concerned, uid her means are appropri- 
ated to repair and ke»p tip tbe prison, I ant coDAdenl in 
saying, does not and never has intended that it should 
be used for this purpose. 

Pacilittes ftr carrying oa the trade in human flealu 

EiUiilUlnnents art nadi at leverai places in Maj^lamA 
and Vireinia, at vUch tiey are sold like cattle. Tien 
placts afdaxisU are itrongly built, and ueU tupplied witt 
iron tiumS icreies and gagi, and omamented itiilh cow- . 
skim and etktT w/iips,ofittUi«us bloody. But the laws of 
the Sialts permit the traffic, and it ii stuObred.— Atif't 
Begiiter, Tol. 36, p. 4. 

The schooner Fell's Point, Gapt. Stagg;, bas been ' 
seiied at New Orleans for stnaggline slaves into New 
Orleans from the West Indies, and the Captain, sopel- 
oargo and crew, were cast into priton for trial. The 
supercargo is said to be an old offender, and possible 
now is iboQt to meet with some reward for his black 
eiiaiea.—Nile^ Register, Aug. 37, 1835. 

In a very late work entitled " TraiuatlBatie 
"' ' ' V viaita to tbe moat interesting 

aSouth America and the WeM 
Indieai with notea cm negro Slanry and Caoadiui 
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Emigration, by Capt. J. E. Alexander, of the Bri. 
tish Army, London, 1883," we find the following 
passage: 

The most remarkable circomstance connected with 
slayer^ in America is the following. A planter in 
Louisiana, of forty years standing, assured me that there 
are a set of miscreants in the city of New Orleans, who 
are connected with the slave traders of Cuba, and who 
at certain periods proceed up the Mississippi as far as 
the Fonrche mouth, whicli they descend in large row 
boats, and meet off the coast slave ships. These they 
relieve of their cargoes, and returning to the main 
stream of the Mississippi, they drop down it in covered 
flat bottomed boats or arks, and dispose of the negroes to 
those who want them. — Vol. 2. p. 36. 

Sale of Americanii at aucHoii* 

During my sojourn in the capital of Virginia, (United 
States,) 1 was a witness, for the first time in my life, of 
a scene as degrading to human nature, as productive of 
horror and disgust to the friends of humanity ; the fol- 
lowing advertisement having been inserted for several 
days successively in the news-papers : 

Monday next, at 9 A. M. at public sale, the slaves 
whose names follow, all negroes of the first quality, 
mamely : "Betsy, a negro woman, twenty-three vears of 
age. with her child Cssar, three years old; an excellent 
cook, washer and ironer ; warranted healthy. Julia, a 
mulatto girl, aged thirteen, robust and active, a good 
ield laborer ; with the exception of a slight defect in the 
left eye, she is without fault. Augustus, a negro lad, 
six years of age, qualified to become an excellent domes- 
tic : without defect. The aforesaid slaves will be sold 
witnout reserve to the highest bidder, and the purchaser 
will be able to obtain credit for two or even four months, 
upon good security." * 

I was anxious to be present at such a strange eoni- 
mercial transaction, and I was there punctually. la the 
midst of various articles exposed for sale, such aa potiy 
pajoa, beds, chairs, books, oc. &e., were seated the «&> 
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happy slaves, all crowded together, and all, as one 
would imafifine, appropriately clothed. The poor mo- 
ther, with her child in her arms, was the first object 
that drew my attention. The auctioneer had placed her 
in such a manner, that she and her infant should be the 
first object seen by those who entered the maiket. The 
customers, as they entered, cast their eyes upon the group 
so worthy of pity, to satisfy their curiosity, and exam- 
ined them as if they were gazing at some chef d'ceuvre 
produced by the chisel of Oanova. I could not heljp 
shuddering with indignation, in considering the indif- 
ference and gross rudeness with which these insensible 
men treat their slaves. Betsy was the only one who ap« 
peared to feel all the rigors of her situation ; her eyes 
remained constantly fixed upon her inlant, and it she 
raised them for a moment, it was to obey the order of a 
purchaser, who wished, probably, to assure himself that 
they were strong enough to support labor by day and by 
night; but she had scarcely yielded to his injunction, 
ere they fell again upon the miserable infant which re- 
posed on her bosom \ she even replied to all their ques- 
tions without raising her eyes to the person by whom she 
was addressed. 

It was not the same, however, with the other slaves; 
they smiled at every jest, and their large white eyes, 
like brilliants fastened to their foreheads, sparkled with 
joy at the gay conversation and at the witty remarks — i- 
Gt the gentlemen who had come hither with the inten- 
tion of purchasing human beings at a fair price. But 
the moment of the sale approaching, and several per- 
sons were assembled in the hall : the crier invited them 
to cotne out, and upon a table placed before the door in 
the middle of the street, was exposed one of the slaves, 
who were for sale. 

Betsy and her child had the honor of figuring first. 
The crier stood upon a chair placed uear. I disco* 
re red in the crowd a dozen negroes at least, who pa^ 
ing at the time, were drawn by curiosity to approach, 
and appeared to follow with attention the progress of 
the sale: I could not forbear sympathizing with the un- 
happy Vpogs, in reading upon their countenances the 
interest with which their companions in misery inspired 
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them. " Let us proceed, gentlemen/* cried the seller of 
human flesh in a stentorian voice ; — " let us proceed, 
a woman for sale !" 

"An excellent woman ; not a fault ! and a little boy in 
the bargain. How much for the mother and child— 
250 dollars ; yenr well, sir, $250 to begin. Some one 
has bid $250. Truly, gentlemen, they sell cattle for a 
larger price ; $250 : look at these eyes, examine these 
limbs— shall I say $260 1 Thanks, gentlemen, some one 
has bid $^. It seems to me that I heard $275 ; — go on 
gentlemen ; I have never sold such a bargain. How ! 
$280 for the best cook, the best washer and the best 
dressmaker in Virginia? Must I sell her for the mise- 
rable price of $280 1 $300 ; two gentlemen have said 
$300. Very well, gentlemen ; I am hai^py to see yon 
begin to warm a little ; some one bid 90^310, going-^ 
330—335—340—340, going — upon my himor, gentlemen, 
it is indeed a sacrifice to lose so good a cook ; a great 
bargain for $340. Reflect upon it a little, and do not 
forget there is a little boy in the bargain." 

Here our auctioneer was interrupted in his harangue 
by one of his customers, a man whose appearance had 
inspired me, from the first moment, with a feeling of 
horror, and who. with the indifierence and sang froid of 
an assassin, made to him the following cni)servation : 
" As for the negro child, it is good for nothing ; it is not 
worth a day's nourishment, and if I have the mmher, I 
will ffive away the child very quick; the first bidder 
will be able to have it at a cheap bargain." 

I glanced at the unfortunate mother, anxious to see 
what efiect this barbarous proposal would hare upon 
her. She did not speak, but a profound sadness was 
impressed on her countenance. The little innocent 
which she held in her arms, fixed his large eyes upon 
her, as if saying, " mamma, why do yon weep r' Then 
he turned towards the witnesses of this heart-rending 
scene, with an expression that seemed to ask, what they 
had done to his mother to make her weep so bitterly. 
No, never will this moment escape my memory ; it has 
confirmed me for all my life in the horror that ^Iready 
felt at this infamous traffic. The auction odWBuedi 
40 J SnaUy the critr, striking a heavy blow with a hmm* 
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mer, pronounced the award; to Mr. — for $360. 
The victim descended from the table and was led away 
by the purchaser. The other slaves were sold in the 
same manner as poor Betsy. Julia was sold at $326, 
and Augustus at $105. They both fell to the same in- 
dividual who had purchased the former lot. — Travels of 
Arforedson, 

Elxtent of this traffic 

According to New Orleans papers, there were import- 
ed into that port, during the week commencing on the 
16th ult., from various ports in the United States, 371 
slaves^ principally from Virginia.— iVi/«' Register^ Ocf, 
22, 1831. 

Supposing tile above to be an average nifmber, it 
would folloy^ihat the Domestic maritime Slave 
Trade supplies New Orleans with no less than twen- 
ty thousand slaves every year, three times the annU" 
al importation frotn abroad into the United States^ 
when the foreign trade uoas moat brisk. 

If to this number we add ten thousand for those 
landed in other states and territories, without touch- 
ing at New Orleans, and twenty thousand for the 
inland trade, ^ it will make a total of fifty thousand 
men, bought and sold like swine in this professedly 
christian nation, every year. 

It is stated in the Natchez Courier, tbat during 
the year 1836, no less than two hundred and fifty 
thousand slaves were carried into Mississippi, Ala- 
bama, Louisiana, and Arkansas. Well hath the 
Great and Just One, said, ** shall not my soul be 
avenged on such a nation as this 1" 
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CHAPTER XIX, 

ABOLITIONISTS* 

Their principles* 

1st We hold that Congress has no right to abolish 
slayery in the southern states. 

2d. We hold that slavery can only be lawfully abolish- 
ed by the legislatures of the several states in which it 
prevails, and that the ejiercise of any other than moral 
influence to induce such abolition, is unconstitutional. 

3d. We believe that Congress has the same right to 
abolish slavery in the District of Columbia, that the 
state governments have within their respective jurisdic- 
tions, and that it is their duly to efface so foul a blot from 
the national escutcheon. 

4ch. We believe that American citizens have the 
ri|;ht to express and publish their opinions of the con- 
stitutions, laws and institutions of any and every state 
and nation under Heaven j and we mean never to sur- 
render thd liberty of speech, of the press, or of conscience 
— ^blessings we have inherited from our fathers, and 
which we intend as far as we are able, to transmit un- 
impaired to our children. 

oth. We have uniformly deprecated all forcible at- 
tempts on the part of the slaves to recover their liberty. 
And were it in our power to address them, we would ex- 
hort them to observe a quiet and peaceful demeanor, 
and would assure them that no insurrectionary move- 
ment on their part, would receive from us the slightest 
aid or countenance. 

6th. We would deplore any servile insurrection, both 
on account of the calamities which would attend it, and 
on account of the occasion which it might furnish of in^ 
creased severity and oppression. 

7(h. We are charged with sending incendiarj publi- 
cations to the South. If by the term incendiary is meant 
publications containing arguments and facta^ prove 
slavery to be a moral and political evil, and nnt datj 
•ad policy require its immedvaXe «.boVition^ the charge is 
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Bat if this term is used lo it 



Id break tbeir feiceis, ihe charge is utlerlr and oDeqai- 
recftll; falte. 

8(ti. We are accused of seoding oar pablicalioDS lo 
the slares, and it is averted thai their tendency is lo ex- 
cite insurrections. Both the charges at* false. These 
pablicaiions are not intended for the slares, and were 
the; able to read tbem, thej would find in iheni no en- 
courageoicnt to inEurieciion. 

9ih. We are accused of emplojlng agents in Ihe slave 
Bbtles 10 diilribate our pabliesiions. We have ne?er had 
one such agent. We have sent no packages of our pa- 
pers to any person in 'hose Slates for diswibatioE, ex- 
cept to GvG respectable resident citizens, at their own 
reqnest. But we have sent, by mail, single papers ad- 
dressed to public officers, editors of newspapers, clergy- 
men and others. If, therefore, oar object is lo excite the 
slaves to insarrection, the ma^tbhb are our agents ! 

tOlb. We believe slavery lu be sinful, injurions to this 
and everji other country in which it prevails; webelieie 
immediate emancipaiion to be the duiv of every slave' 
holde'*, and that the immediate abolillon of slavery, by 
those ffbo have the right lo abolish it, would be safe and 
wisei These opinions we have freely expressed, and 
we ceriainly have no intention 10 refrain from eipres- 
sing tfaem in fnlure,and nrging them npon the conscience 
end hearts o( oar fellow-ciiilenB whonoldslavesor apo- 
logise for slavery. 

1 1th. We believe that the ediicalioQ of the poor is re- 
quired by duty, and by a regard for the permanency of 
our repahlican insittmions. There are thousands and 
lens 01 thousands of out fell ov- citizens, even in the free 
■tares, snnli in abject poverty, and who on account of 
their complexion, are virtually ktpf in ignorance, and 
whose instruction in certain cases is actually prohibited 
hylawl We are aniiouE to protect the rights and to 
prnmote-tbe virtue and happiness of tha colored portion 
of our population, and on this accotini we bare been 
charged with a design to encourage inter- ma triage be- 
tween tha whiles and blacks. This cbaige has been re< 
peattdlj, and is agxin denied, while we repeat thai the 
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tendency of our sentiments is to put an end to the crimi* 
nal amalgamation that prevails wherever slavery exists. 

12th. We are accused ot acts that tend to a dissolu- 
tion of the Union, and even of wishing to dissolve it. 
We have never " calculated the value of the XJnionj" 
because we believe it to be inestimablej and that the 
abolition of slavery will remove the chief^ danger of its 
dissolution ] and one of the many reasons why we cher* 
ish and will endeavor to preserve the Constitution is, 
that it restrains Congress from making any law abridg- 
ing the freedom of speech or of the press. 

Such, fellow-citizens, are our principles. — Ate they 
unworthy of republicans and of Christians 1 — Ex. Cam, 
of the A. An, Slavery Society ^ New York, Sept, 5, 1835. 

Objects. 

The object of this Society is the entire abolition of 
slavery in the United States. While it admits that each 
state in which slavery exists, has, by the Constitution of 
the United States, the exclusive right to legislate in re- 
gard to its abolition in said state, it shall aim to convince 
all our fellow citizens, by arguments addressed to their 
understandinsrs and consciences, that slaveholding is a 
heinous crime in the sight of God, and that the duty, 
safery, and best interests of all concerned, reonire its 
immediate alfandonm£TUi without expatriation. The So- 
ciety will also endeavor, in a constitutional way, to in- 
fluence Congress to put an end to the domestic slave 
trads, and to abolish slavery in all those portions of our 
common country, which come under its control, espe- 
cially in the District of Columbia, and likewise to pre- 
vent the extension of it to any state that may be hereaf- 
ter admitted to the Union. — Comtitution of the A, A. SU- 
tery Society ^ Art. ii. 

This Society shall aim to elevate the character and 
condition of the people of color, by encouraging their in- 
tellectual, moral and religious improvement, ami by re> 
moving public prejudice, that thus they may, according 
to their intellectual and moral worth, share an equality 
with the whites, ot* civil and religious privileges ; but 
liiis Society will never, in any way, countenance the op- 
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pressed in vindicating; their ris;hts by resorting to physi" 
cal force.—/*. Art, iii. 

I 

Measnres* 

1. To treat all men as merit — as immortal beings 
made in the image of the glorious Grod. 

2. To pray for the enslavers and the enslaved. 

3. To obtain and spread light upon the sin and 
evils of American slavery, by open, free. Christian-' 
like discussion— by speaking the truth in' love for 
all persons, and on all occasions. 



CHAPTER XX. 

CONSTITUTION OP THE I/NITED STATES. 

The following are all those parts of the Constitu-' 
tion of the United States, which have been supposedi 
in any way, to relate to the subject of slavery, or 
which can bo consistently brought to bear upon it. 

Art. I. Sec. 3. T%ird clause. — Representatives and di- 
rect taxes shall be apporiioned among the several states 
which may be included within this Union, according to 
their respective numbers, which shall be determined by 
addine to the whole number of free persons, including 
those bound to service for a term of y^ars, and excluding 
Indians not taxed, three-fifths of aU other persons. 

Sec. 8. Among the enumerated powers of Con- 
gress is the following, which ^ives it full authority 
to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia, viz : 

The Congress shall have power to exercise exclusive 
legislation, in all cases whatsoever, over such district 
(not exceeding ten miles square) as may, by cession of 
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particular states, and the acceptance of Congress, be* 
come the seat of the government of the United States. 

A similar power also extends to the territories as 
appears from Art. IV. Sec. 3. 

The Congress shall have power to dispose of, and 
make all needhil rules and regalations respecting the 
territory and other property belonging to the United 
States, &JC. 

Alt. lY. Sec. 2. Third clause.—No person held to ser- 
vice or labor in one state, under the laws thereof^ escap* 
ing into another, shall, in consequence of any law or re^ 
gulation th^e in, be discharged from such service or la- 
bor, but shall be delivered up on claim of the party to 
whom such service or labor may be due. 

The case of a fugitive from slavery ia the Uni<' 
ted States differs, from a fugitive from justice, in this 
respect ; that the latter is to be delivered up **on de- 
mand of the executive authority of the state from 
which he fled^ to be removed to the state hafring 
jurisdiction of the crime ;*' — there he is to 6e irtS^ 
on principles of law and evidence common to all 
the stated. But a person may be claimed as a fu- 
gitive slave, Ho trial whatever^ after removal, being 
contemplated, or possible. It is therefore, eyident 
that the states cannot protect their own citis»ruit un- 
less the claimants of fugitive slaves are compelled 
to substantiate their claims before a jury by due 
process of law. But Congress has thought fit to le- 
gislate on this subject, and to yield to the claimaDt 
any person he may please to arrest as property, 
provided proof be made to the satisfaction of awn 
magistrate whom the claimant may select. The law 
is as follows : 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted. That when a person 
held to labor in any of the United States, or in either of 
the territories on the northwest or south of the river 
OhiOf under the laws thereof, shall escape into any other 
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of the sdid states or territory, the person to whom such 
labor or service may be due, his agent or attorney is 
hereby empowered to seize or arrest such fugitive from 
labor, and to take him or her before any judge of the 
ciicnit or district courts of the United States, residing or 
being within the state, or before any magistrate of a 
county, city, or town corporate, wherein such seizure or 
arrest shall be made, and upon ftxtof to the satisfaction 
of such judge or magistrate, either oy oral testimony or 
af^davit, taken before and certi^ed by a magisifruXt of 
any such state or territory, that the person so seized or 
arrested, doth, under the laws ot the State or territory 
from which he or she fled, owe service or labor, to the 
person claiming him or her, it shall be the da^ pf such 
judge or magistr^e to give a certificate ihereoi td such 
claimant, his agent (tr attorney, which shall be sufficient 
warrant for removing the said fugitive from labor, to the 
state or territory from which he or she fled. 

Now compare this Act of CoDgress with Art. xii, 
the Constitution, {Amendmentst) which reads thus : 

In suits at common law, where the value in contro- 
versy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by 
jury shall be preserved ; and no fact tried hj a jury 
shall be otherwise re-examined in any court of the Uni- 
ted States, than according to the rules of the common 
law. 

From this it is perfectly clear, that the foregoing 
Act, is not only unconstUutionaJt but directly sub- 
versive of the state rights. 

The following clause in the Constitution empow- 
ers Congress to abolish the internal slave trade : 

Congress shall have power — to legulate commerce 
among the several states.— ilr^. /. Sec. 8. 

Were the slave trade abolished which is now car- 
ried on between the different states, slavery could 
pot continue in this nation but a short tim^, SeQ 
pext chapter. 
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CHAPTES XXI. 

UNITED STATES I^AWS AGAINST THE 
SLAVE TRADE. 

Foreign slave trade* 

Sec. 4. And be it fmiher enacted. That if any citizen 
of the United States, beiug of the crew or ship's company 
of any foreign ship or vessel engaged in the slave trade, 
or any citizen, or vessel owned in the whole or partj or 
Oavifttted for, or in behalf of any citizen of the United 
BtatiM, shall land, from any such ship or vessel, and on 
any fora^ shore seize any negro or mulatto, not held 
to service or labor by the laws of either of the states or 
territories of the United States, with intent to make such 
negro or mulatto a slave, shall decoy, or forcibly bring 
or carry, or shall receive such negro or mulatto on board 
finy auc/i ship or person whatever , being of the crew or ship's 
company of any ship or vessel. wUh intent as aforesaid, 
such citizen or person shall be adjudged a PIRATE, 
and on conviction thereof, before the circuit court of the 
United States, for the district wherein he may be brought 
or found, shall suffer DEATH. — Approved, May 15, 
1820. 

Sec. 2. Arid be it further enacted, Thai if any citizen 
of the United States, being of the crew or ship's company 
of any foreign ship or vessel engas^ed in the slave trade, 
or any person whatever, being of the crew or ship's com- 
pany, of any ship or vessel, owned wholly or in part, er 
navigated for, or in behalf of any citizen or citizens of 
the United States, shall forcibly confine, or detain, or 
aid and abet in forcibly confining, or detaining, on board 
such ship or vessel, any negro or mulatto, not held to 
service by the laws of either of the states or territories 
of the United States, with intent to make such negro or 
mulatto a slave, or shall, on board any such ship or vessel 
offer or attempt to sell, as a slave, any negro or malatto 
not held to service as aforesaid, or shall, on the high 
seas, or any where on tide water, transfer to deliver over 
io any other ship or vessel, auy ii«%io or mulatto, not 
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held lo service as aforesaid, ivith inteol la make sack 
negro or muUao a slavt, or shall land, or deliver on 
abore, frooo on board any such ship or vessel, any such, 
negro or mulatto, vith intent to make sale of, or having 
previoualjr sold, SDch negro or molalto, as a slave, sacn 
citizen, or person shall be adjudged a firite, and on 
conviction thereof, before the circail court of the Unit- 
ed Slaies for the district wherein he shall be broai;hl,or 
fooud, shall suffer dbith. — Approved, May, 15, 1S20. 

American slave trade. 

From the following extracts it wilt be seen, tbat 

the domestic slave trade, also now oarrieAtOp in 

this nation, is most explicitly condemned 'stt*4>* 

of these United States. f^ •• - 

Whereas, the traffic inilaresis irreconcUsblewithllM 

Sinciples of humanity anil justice, and vhereea, both 
is Majesty and the United States are de!>iions of con- 
tinuing their efforts to promote its bntihs aiolition, ilis 
hereby agreed that both the contracting parties lAall uu 
Uteir best endeavors to ■ccomplish so desirable an object. 



This treaty sAnU be binding to bethparliti. — lb. Art. li. 
Now compare the above with the following : — 
All triatiei made, or which shall be made, ander the 
authority of ibe ITniied Stales, stiall be the sopkeme liw 
OFTBE llnd; and thejudges iDenerysMfsballbebonnd- 
thereby, aoy ihiog in the Consiiluiion or laws of anr 
stale lo OitcentraTyrtBtiBUAsUmding.— CnnilUiUienoftie 
United SiiUts, Art. vi. 

Hence it appears, that the "supieme law" of 
this land is opposed to the "trofiic in slaves," and. 
,tbe good fauk of the United States is plii»bi) to 
promote its "nKt« aboHiion." 
11* 
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CHAPTES XXI. 

UNITED STATES I,AWS AGAINST THE 
SLAVE TRADE. 

Foreign tlave trade* 

Sec. 4. And be it fwrther enacted^ That if any citiztn 
of the United States, beiug of the crew or ship's company 
of any foreign ship or vessel engaged in the slave trade, 
or any citizen, or vessel owned in the whole or part^ or 
liavi^ted for, or in behalf of any citizen of the United 
BtatiM, shall land, from any such ship or vessel, and on 
any foreign shore seize any negro or mulatto, not held 
to serrice or labor by the laws of either of the states or 
territories of the United States, with intent to make such 
negro or mulatto a slave, shall decoy, or forcibly brinf 
or carry, or shall receive such wigro or mtdaUo on botnii 
finy »uch ship or person whatever, being of the crew or shifts 
company of any ship or vessel j with intent as aforesaid, 
sach citizen or person shall be adjudged a PIRATE, 
and on conviction thereof, before the circuit court of tht 
United States, for the district wherein he may be brousht 
or found, shall suffer DEATH. — Approved, May 15^ 
1820. 

Sec. 2. .And be it further enacted, Thai if any citiM 
of the United States, being of the crew or ship's company 
of any foreign ship or vessel engas^ed in the slave trade, 
or any person whatever, being of the crew or ship's oosi* 
pany, ot any ship or vessel, owned wholly or in part, at 
navigated for, or in behalf of any citizen or citizens of 
the United States, shall forcibly confine, or detain, or 
aid and abet in forcibly confining, or detaining, on board 
such ship or vessel, any negro or mulatto, not held to 
service by the laws of either of the states or territoriOi 
of the United States, with intent to make such negro or 
mulatto a slave, or shall, on board any such ship or veoMl 
offer or attempt to sell, as a slave) any negro or malatt* 
not held to service as aforesaid, or shall, on t^e hi|A 
seas, or any where on tide water, transfer to deliver ani 
to any other ship or vessel, any n«cco or mnlatto, BflC 
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of the sdid states or territory, the person to whom such 
labor or service may be due, his agent or attorney is 
hereby empowered to seize or arrest such fugitive from 
labor, and to take him or her before any judge of the 
ciicait or district courts of the United States, residing or 
being within the state, or before any magistrate of a 
county, city, or town corporate, wherein snch seizure or 
arrest shall be made, and upon frxtof to the satisfaction 
of such judge or magistrate, either by oral testimony or 
afldavit. taken before and certified by a magis^raU of 
any such state or territory, that the person so seized or 
arrested, doth, under the laws ot the State or territory 
from which he or she fled, owe service or la^r to the 
person claiming him or her, it shall be the dnUr pf tach 
judp^e or magistr^e to give a certificate thereof to such 
claimant, his agent (tr attorney, which shall be sufficient 
warrant for removing the said fugitive from li^or, to the 
state or territory from which he or she fled. 

Now compare this Act of Congress with Art. xii, 
the Constitution, (Amendments,) which reads thus : 

In suits at common law, where the value in contro- 
Tersy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by 
jury shall be preserved ; and no fact tried b^ a jur^ 
shall be otherwise re-examined in any court of the Uni- 
ted States, than according to the rules of the common 
law. 

From this it is perfectly clear, that the foregoing 
Act, is not only unconstUniionaJt but directly sul^ 
versive of the state rights. 

The fbllowing clause in the Constitution empow- 
ers Congress to abolish the internal slave trade : 

Congress shall have power — to legulate commerce 
among the several states.— ilr*. /. Sec. 8. 

Were the slave trade abolished which is now car- 
ried on between the diiSerent states, slavery could 
pot continue in this nation but a short tim^, Seq 
pext chapter. 
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CHAPTEK XXI. 

UNITED STATES I^AWS AGAINST THE 
SLAVE TRADE. 

Foreign ilaye trade* 

Sec. 4. And be it fwrther enacted^ That if any citizen 
of the United States, beiug of the crew or ship's company 
of any foreign ship or vessel engaged in the slave trade, 
or any citizen, or vessel owned in the whole or partj or 
Qavifmted for, or in behalf of any citizen of the United 
Btateii shall land, from any such ship or vessel, and on 
any foreign shore seize any negro or mulatto, not held 
to service or labor by the laws of either of the states or 
territories of the United States, with intent to make sach 
negro or mulatto a slave, shall decoy, or forcibly bring 
or carry, or shall receive such wigro or mulaUo an board 
any auch ship or person whatever ^ being of the crew or $hip*s 
company of any ship or vessel, with intent as aforesaid, 
such citizen or person shall oe adjudged a PIRATE, 
and on conviction thereof, before the circuit court of the 
United States, for the district wherein he may be brought 
or found, shall suffer DEATH. — Approved^ May 15, 
1820. 

Sec. 2. Jlnd be it further enacted, That if any citizen 
of the United States, being of the crew or ship's company 
of any foreign ship or vessel engaged in the slave trade, 
or any person whatever, being of the crew or ship's com- 
pany, of any ship or vessel, owned wholly or in part, er 
navif^ated for, or in behalf of any citizen or citizens of 
the United States, shall forcibly confine, or detain, or 
aid and abet in forcibly confining, or detaining, on board 
sach ship or vessel, any negro or mulatto, not held to 
service by the laws of either of the states or territories 
of the United States, with intent to make such negro or 
mulatto a slave, or shall, on board.any such ship or vessel 
ofiier or attempt to sell, as a slave, any negro or mulatto 
not held to service as aforesaid, or shall, on the high 
se&Sf or any where on tide water, transfer to deliver over 
io any other ship or fessel, any ne^to or mulatto, not 



of these United States. 



nniKD states' laws, &c. 126 

held to serrice as (ioresaid, wUh jDieot lo aaVe saeh 
nbgro or muUtio s slave, or shB.ll land, or deliver on 
shore, from on board any such ship or vessel, iiiij such 
negro or mulatto, vith intent to make sale of, or havinc 
previously sold, auch negro or mulatto, as a slave, sach 
citisen, or person shall be adjudged a FntiTE, at:d on. 
conviction thereof; before the circnil court of the Unit- 
ed States for the district wherein he shall be bronehl, or 
found, shall suffer deith, — Approved, May, 15, 1S20. 

American alave trade. 

From the following extracts it will be seen, that 
the domestic sluve trade, also now carried 'scyi in 
"-' ■ St explicitly condemned tettj^v 

tales. . 5^,^ . 

Whereas, ihs tre^ tnjIaeejiairreeoiieilsblitwitlillM 
principles of humaniiy and justice, and wbereaa, both 

His Majesty and the United Slates are desirous of con- 
lianing their effons to promote its entirb abolttion, it is 
hereby agreed that balk the cnolracting parlies siali uit 
their best endeators to accomplish so desirable an object, 
— TreiUy of peace betatm His Britainnic Stajesty and lit 
United Slates of Amtrica sigTied at Ghent, Dec. 34, 1814. 
Art. I.. 
ThiB treaty ihuli be binding to both partiet.—Ib. Art. zi. 

Now compare the abovo with the following : — 
All trtalits made, or which shall be made, under Ibe 
■ntborily of the Uoiled States, shall be the sdfrehe uw 
OF TBB LiND | and the judges in frir^ stoie shall be bound- 
thereby, any thing in the Constitution or laws of any 
state to thecon^riiry TuilvjitKstending. — CmutU'idien of ai 
United Stales, Art. vi. 

Hence it appears, that the "eupieme law" of 
this land is opposed lo the " traffic in staves," and 
,the good fatih of the United States is flxdosd to 
promote its *' mtire aidlUion," 
11* 
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CHAPTER ZXlI. 

FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND OF THE PRESS. 

The following extracts from the United States' 
Constitution, and from the Bills of Rights, and Con* 
stitutions of ^e several states, will show how high 
an estimate was once put upon the freedom of 
speech and of the press, by the fathers of our coun- 
try. 

Congress* 

OoBgress shall make no law respecting the establish- 
ment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there- 
of ; or aMdgirkg ike freedfnn of speech or cf the press ; or 
the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the government for a redress of grievances^^ 
ConstUutian U, S. Art, iii. AmendmeiUs. 

Maine* 

Ever^ citizen may freely speak, write and publish 
his sentiments on any subject, being responsible for 
the abuse of this liberty. No laws shall be pawed 
regulating or restraining the freedom of the press. 

MassachusettSfe 

The liberty of the press is essential to security of 
freedom in a state ; it ought not, therefore, to be re- 
strained in this commonwealth. 

X ew Hampshire* 

The liberty cf the press is essential to the security 
of freedom in a state ^ it ought, therefore, to be in- 
violably preserved. 

Vennimt* 

The people have a ri^ht to a freedom of speech, 
fljuf of wriUng and {labbBMag their sentiments con- 
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cerning the transactions of government,, and there- 
fore the freedom of the press ought not to be re- 
trained. 

Connecticiit* 

Every citizen may freely speak, write, and pub- 
lish his sentiments on all subjects, being responsible 
for the abuse of that liberty. 

No law shall ever be passed to ciMiail or restrain 
the liberty of speech or of the press* 

New York* 

Every citizen may freely speak, writer and pub- 
lish his sentiments on all subjects, bein^ responsible' 
for the abuse of that ri^ht ; and no Taw shedl be 
passed to restrain or abridge the liberty of speech^ 
or of the press. In all prosecutions, or indictments 
for libels, the truth may be given in evidence to the 
jury : and if it shall appear to the jury, that the 
matter charged as libellous is true, and was publish^ 
ed with good motives, and for justifiable ends, th(9 
party shall be acquitted, and the juij shall have the 
light to determine the law and the fact. 

Pennsylvania* 

The printing presses shall be free to every per- 
son who undertakes to examine the proceedings of 
the Legislature^ or any branch of government ; and 
no law shall ever be made to restrain the right 
thereof. The free communication of thoughts and 
opinions is one of the invaluable rights of man ;. and 
every citizen may freely speak, write, and print on 
any subject, being responsible for the abuse of that 
liberty. 

Delaware* 

The press shall be free to «very citizen who un- 
dertakes to examine the official cx>nduct oi men act- 
ing ia a public capacity ; ani^iiiy citizen may pxioi 
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on any such subject, being responsible for the abuse 

of that liberty. 

Maryland. 

The liberty of the press ought to be inviolably 
preserved. 

Virginia* 

The freedom of the press is one of the great bul- 
warks of liberty, and can never be restrained but 
by despotic governments. 

Xorth Carolina* 

The freedom of the press is one of the great bul- 
warks of liberty, and therefore ought never to h^ 
restrained. 

South Carolina* 

The trial by jury, as heretofore used in this state, 
and the liberty of the press, shall be for ever invio- 
lably preserved. 

Georgia* 

Freedom of the press, and trial by jury, as here- 
tofore used in this state, shall remain inviolate ; and 
no ex post facto law shall be passed. 

Kentucky, Tennessee, Indiana, liouisiana, and llUnoli* 

r 

The printing presses shall be free to every person 
who undertakes to examine the proceedings of the 
legislature, or any branch of government ; and no 
law shall ever be made to restrain the right thereof. 
The free communication of thoughts and opinions is 
one of the invaluable rights of man ; and every cit- 
izen may freely speak, write, and print on any sub- 
ject, being responsible for the abuse of that liberty. 
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The printing presses shall be open and (iree to 
every citizen wno wishes to examine the procee4- 
iDjgs of any branch of governmentt or the conduct 
ofan^ public officer ; and do law shall ever restrain 
the right thereof. Every citizen has an indisput&- 
ble right to speak, write, or print upc» any Bubject, 
ita be thinira proper, being liable for iba abuse of 
that liberty. 

Mlsiiaslppl. 

Every citizen may freely speak, write, and "pyb- 
lish bis sentiment on all subjects, being reBpcmiible 
for the Hse of thai liberty. 

No law shall ever be passed to curtail or restrain 
the liberty of speech or of the press. 
Alabama. 

Every citiaen may freely speak,, write, and pub- 
lish his sentiments on all subjects, being reqxmaibl^ 
fix the abuse of that liberty. 



The free communication of thoughts and CfflidioDS 
ia one of the invaluable rights of man ; and every 
person may freely speak, write, and print on any 
subject, being respoouble for the abiue of that 
liberty. 

CBAPTEB ZZ fiT. 

OBJECTIONS ANSWERED. 

I. "The Bible recognizes, and of couras In mid» 
circumstances, justifies slavery." 



Oile sentence is sufficient to dispose of this 
menL Slave IwUtrt nfute At BMe to tkew 



dole*. 



ISO OBJICTIONS ANSWERED. 

Strange that they should fear to add moral chains to 
the physical ! 

2. *' Abolitionists are too sweeping in their de- 
nunciations. Slavery is not always, as thejr affirm, 
a stYi, because slaves are often treated with kind- 
ness." 

So are horses. Is it right to put a man to the 
place of a horse, provided that horse is a beloved 
and favorite one ? And would you judge it kind 
treatment, if you were, under any circumstances, 
robbed of your liberty, and bought and sold like a 
beast? 

8. " The slaves are unfit for freedom," 

Are they all unfit ? If not, then you must be an 
immediate abolitionist in regard to tiliose who are 
fit. If they are, then how can any of them ever be 
made fit, for some, nav, many of them, have already 
enjoyed long enough, all the possible influences 
which can be supposed to fit men for freedom while 
in a state of slavery. 

4. '^ Slaves are paid wages, inasmuch as they re- 
ceive from their masters io(A and clothing/' 

**It takes two to make a bargain." You mieht as 
well call the grease a man puts on his cart wheels, 
the wages i)f the ox and of the cart, as to call the 
food and clothing of the slave his wages. 

5. **Many slaves have religious privileges. Their 
masters labor for the salvation of their souls.'' 

So long as the slaves are kept in ignorance of the 
Bible, and of their own rights as men^ and conse- 
quently of theii duties to God and man ; and so 
long as their persons and purity are not protected 
either by public opinion or by the laws, their piety 
must be of a doubtful character. 

6. ** Many would not take their freedom if it were 
offered them." 

Fairly and constantly give a man the option of 
liberty f md he cau no longer be your slave. Be 
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May still be tbe slave of unjust laws, the victim of a 
wicked public sentiment, but be is not your slave, 
though be may choose to serve you upder that name. 
AboUtionista do not trouble themselves about volun- 
tary telf-sold slaves : there are millioDS who tcould 
take their freedom If thej^ could get it. 

7. "The slaves are belter off than the free 
blacks." 

According to our Declaration of Independence, 
every man nas the right to be his own judge about 
his own "happiness." Now tbe question with us, 
is not whether the free blacks are happier, but 
whether they /«Z happier than they would in slave. 

S. If not, It is the plainest thing in the world, that 
sj would become slaves, as they may easily do 
any day. 

8. "The slaves in this country are belter off 
Iban ihey would have been had they been left in 
Africa." 

This may be true, and yet no thanks be due to 
slaveholders for it. Those who kidnapped men on 
the coast of Africa did it to make merchandize of 
them. Those who purchased them, did it not to 
make Christians of them, but to receive the benefit 
of their labor. Hence the crucifiers of Christ are 
entitled to as many (hanks fbr the salvation of souls, 
fts slaveholders are for any benefit which slaves 
may derive from being enslaved. 

9. "The slaves have been ■ entoiW upon slave- 
holders." 

If slaves have been entailed upon slaveholders, 
we know from observation, that they are very will* 
ing to receive and retain the entailment. Why, 
then, should they complain 1 

,10. "Slaveholders know that slavery isacursOf 
sod are opposed to it, but cannot get rid of it." 

If thoy know it to be a curse, they seem Dot to 
1>di8Te tJUtt their slaves are curses, or^ if they do 
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they are very loth to part with curses. When one 
runs away instead of calling in their friends to re- 
joice with them, they make chase with all possible 
speed after the poor curses^ and sometimes cHffer 
fifty, a hundred, two hundred, or even five hundr^ 
dollars reward to anv man who will take up and 
<H)nfine the/<:urse until they can ^t it again. 

11. ^* The slaves would cut their masters' throats 
if emancipated." 

If they do so, it must be to get out of freedom^ 
and according to this objection, there is more dan- 
ger of the slaves killing their masters to get back 
into slavery, which may be done without any kill- 
ing, than to get out of slavery, which often cannot 
be done without killing ! To be serious, an objec- 
tion.so disgraceful to human nature should not be 
brought forward without some fact to stand on. To 
the honor of our species, we are bold to say no such 
*foct ever has been, or ever will be. See the his- 
tory of^all past emancipations,especially of 8(XM)00 
slaves m the British Colonies on the 1st of Augusti 
1834. 

12. ** The slaves if emancipated would not work." 
Well, what if they would not 1 Who has a right 

to compel them to work? Who made the slave- 
tiolder the executioner of God's sentence, that 
man shall eat bread in the sweat of his fistce 1 Not 
Crod, surely, for the slaveholder is himself a rebel 
affainst that sentence, eating his bread in the sweat 
of other people's faces. 

13. ^* If the slaves were set free, amalgamation 
would take place." 

Not without the consent of the parties interested* 
And the citizens of this free country should be the 
last in the world to infringe upon the will of these 
parties, for the right to choose a partner for life is 
so exclusive and sacred, that it is never interfered 
With, except by the worst of tyrants. But wfaAxe 



tiBncniNia UMvkUb. Itt 

'ddMaiiialgaiiiatioa exist 1 Among the &bolitionista 
'of tiie North) or the slaveholdere at the South t 
Where slavery has beea abolished in the British 
West Indies, amalgamation has been abolished with 
it. If the objector is not satisfied with this aDBwer> 
we turn him over to his brother objector, who saySi 
that the blacks ought always to be slaves, because 
nature has planted such an antipathy between them 
and the wtntes that they can never mteriningle. 
11. " But suppose the entire North converted to 

Sour doctrines and society, that does not make the 
outh give Vf th« slave." 

One thing is certain j the South never will giTe 
the slave up until the North is converted to our doc- 
trines. While the North regards the colored man 
«s it now does, it would be a Herculean, a desparate 
enterprise for the South to undertake the emanci- 
pation of the slave. The North must make its peace 
with the "free colored man," before the South can 
emancipate tbe slave. It would not save tbe coun- 
try, or free the stave, loenact the abolition of slavery 
by Congress, and by every Stale Qeneral Court in 
the Umon, without a moral change in tbe white 
population towards the black, and the consequent 
levolution of feeling in tbe black towards the whitQ 
man. Nothing can effect this chan^ but the action 
and prevalence of anti-slavery societies and prin- 
ciples. 

15. "You declaimoftheevilsof slavery, and teH 
stories of sufferings— but how are you gomg to help 
iti Your objed — your means^-what signifies all 
this talk while you do nothing! You have not 
emancipated a sinele slave." 

Our object is the abolition of slavery, to wit, of 
moiiBrv. Our means, and only means — all we need, 
and all we desire is, tbe converting our negro-bating 
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jiSLTj way of the age ; by associatioD, preaching, the 
press and prayer. These are the principled and 
measures, which professors of religion and doctors 
of divinity " deprecate." 

16. ** We are all abolitionists at the North, and 
what would you have more of us V 

Just such abolitionists you are, we reply, as slave* 
holding desires, and requires you to be. Abolition- 
ists, who, opposing and overthrowing every doc* 
trine and system you really dislike, let slavery go 
unmolested ; who treat colored people among you 
as if they were made for slavery ; who discourage 
their moral and intellectual elevation all in your 
power ; who mob their friends among you for advo* 
eating their right to freedom ; who tear down schools 
erected for their instruction ; go South and hold 
slaves yourselves — are slaveholders to the extent 
of your occasion and convenience. 

17. " The measures of the abolitionists tend only 
to perpetuate slavery." 

Do they, indeed ! Then pray how comes it to 
pass, that those at the South, who defend slavery as 
the " corner stone of our republican edifice," and 
wish it perpetuated, are so much opposed to our 
measures 1 How is it that the defenders of slavery 
are everywhere opposed to our measures, and de- 
clare that we ought to be put to death for them 
without benefit of clergy, if our measures tend to 
put off emancipation and to prolong the existence of 
slavery ! Ha, friend 1 

18. ** The slaveholders cannot emancipate, on ac- 
count of the laws forbidding it." 

In the same way .individual robbers cannot cease 
to plunder on account of the rules and regulations 
of the land to which they belong. And did Daniel 
refuse to pray to the living God, when a law was 
made hj the government under which he lived to 

prevent it 7 Did the apostles refuse to preach, when 

forbidden by the magislrales^ 
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19. "But emaDcipation under euch laws wtndd 
be an injury to the slave." 

OftbatftQQ slave must be left to Judge, because 
his is the ri^bt to judge. It is for bim to say whe- 
ther or not he will take shelter from a gans of 
wolves in the dea of some very generous iDoividual 
wolf 

SO. " The interferences of abolitionists injure the 
■lave, and make his coDdilJon worse." 

Then it was bad before. But is it woiw! It 
would be very convenient for staveboldera to say 
so. But w'l iD'are tyrants most likely to be humane, 
generous, kind 1 — When no onequestions ibeir good- 
ness or their rights, or, when narrowly watched, 
and laid under the strongest motives to show them- 
selves OS they have affirmed themselves to be T 

21. " Abolition endangers the Union !" 

The threat of separation is almost out of date. 
The North is not urged to r;;cede from the Union; 
the South would not gain anything by it. A disso- 
lution of the Union would be the death blow to 
slavery. 

23. "Your operations tend to excite iasurrec- 
tions." 

This is a mistake. Insurrections are always ex- 
cited by oppression, never by the hope of relief. 

23. " They disturb the harmony of the churches." 

Precisely that harmony which ought to be dis- 
turbed, viz ; harmoiiy of sin. And what is the spi- 
ritual condition of the church, or any branch of it 
which cannot bear the plain and laithtul declaration 
of the whole counsel of GodI We must not rebuke 
■in lest it disturb " the peace of the church |" 
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